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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Created by the West Virginia Legislature in 1947, the West Virginia State Aeronautics 
Commission (WVAC) was placed under the Office of the Secretary of Transportation in 1989. The 
WVAC consists of four members appointed by the Governor along with the Secretary of 
Transportation serving as an ex officio member. 

 
The WVAC is authorized to cooperate with the federal government and state agencies in 

the planning, acquisition, construction, improvement, maintenance and operation of airports and 
other air navigation facilities in the state and is authorized to accept federal aid funds, either 
outright or matching. The WVAC has been given broad power and authority regarding the public 
safety and operation of all airports in the state. 

 
The WVAC’s vision for the future of aviation in West Virginia is to continue to provide 

firefighting, homeland security, and emergency training to airport firefighters and mutual aid 
responders, improve the statewide system of airports, implement aviation programs and policies 
to improve aviation infrastructure, attract additional reliable air service and increase safety and 
security at airports, and support the science and art of flight, through cooperation with 
secondary, postsecondary, and other educational resource coordinating institutions. 
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West Virginia Aeronautics Commission 

Members 
 

 
 

ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION 
The WVAC consists of four members 

appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Senate for a term of up to four 
years.   The Secretary of Transportation serves 
as an ex-officio member of the Commission. No 
more than three members shall be members of 
the same political party. 

 
From its members, the WVAC elects a 

Chairman who serves for a period of two years. 
The WVAC is required to hold at least one 
meeting per fiscal year; and may meet as often 
as necessary to conduct the business of the 
Commission. The WVAC’s annual meeting is to 
be held at its office, located at the State Capitol 
in Charleston unless the meeting notice 
specifies otherwise. 

 
 
 

 

 
Byrd E. White, III, Ex-Officio 
Secretary, 
Department of Transportation 

 
 
 
 
 

Gerald R. Sites , Chair 
Grant County 
Petersburg, WV 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracy K. Miller 
Harrison County 
Bridgeport, WV 

 
 
 
 
 

Brian H. Thompson 
Cabell County 
Huntington, WV 

 
 
 
 
 

James W. “Jay” Wallace 
Randolph County 
Beverly, WV 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean D. Hill 
Director, 
Aeronautics Commission 
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FY 2021 WVAC Meetings 
 
October 29, 2020| 
West Virginia Capitol 
Building 5– Charleston, WV/Virtual 
 
COVID DISCLAIMER: The COVID-19 Pandemic 
had a substantial impact on the number of 
WVAC meetings. Federal Appropriations provid- 
ed temporary 100% funding of Airport Improve- 
ment Program (AIP) grants, decreasing grant 
applications for matching funds to the WVAC. 
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WEST VIRGINIA AIRPORT SYSTEM 
West Virginia’s system of 24 public–use airports serve our state’s local communities with a variety of ser- 
vices ranging from commercial air transportation, emergency medical evacuation, flight training, and 
high–altitude flight testing. The air system is West Virginia acts as an ambassador and resource to 
businesses looking to locate and grow in the mountain state. 

 

COMMERCIAL SERVICE AIRPORTS: Publicly owned airports that receive scheduled 

passenger service. 
 

Greenbrier Valley Airport — Lewisburg 
Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Airport — Parkersburg 
Morgantown Municipal Airport — Morgantown 
North Central West Virginia Airport — Bridgeport 
Raleigh County Memorial Airport — Beaver 
Tri-State Airport — Huntington 
Yeager Airport— Charleston 

 

GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS: Public-use airports that do not have scheduled service. 
 

Appalachian Regional Airport — Varney 
Braxton County Airport — Sutton 
Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport — Martinsburg 
Elkins-Randolph County Airport — Elkins 
Fairmont Municipal Airport — Fairmont 
Logan County Airport — Logan 
Grant County Airport — Petersburg 
Greater Cumberland Regional Airport — Wiley Ford 
Jackson County Airport — Millwood 
Marshall County Airport — Moundsville 
Mason County Airport — Point Pleasant 
Mercer County Airport — Bluefield 
Philippi-Barbour County Regional Airport — Philippi 

Summersville Airport — Summersville 
Upshur County Airport — Buckhannon 
Wheeling-Ohio County Airport — Wheeling 
Wyoming County Airport — Pineville 
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PURPOSE OF COMMISSION 

The West Virginia Aeronautics Commission, in cooperation with federal, state, county, and 
municipalities, develops aeronautics and aeronautical activities in the state. The WVAC administers 
a grant matching program for airport improvement projects to match federal funds. The WVAC has 
partnered with the West Virginia University Fire Service Extension Office to provide firefighting, 
homeland security, and emergency training to airport firefighters and mutual aid responders. 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The West Virginia Aeronautics Commission is empowered and directed to encourage, foster 
and assist in the development of aeronautics in the state and to encourage the establishment of 
airports and air navigation facilities as part of the transportation infrastructure for the state, region 
and nation. In working with the Governor’s Office, the West Virginia Legislature, Congressional 
Offices, and public and private entities, the WVAC seeks opportunities for expanded economic 
development on airport property and near airports. 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

In an effort to promote the state’s airports, improve aviation infrastructure, expand air service and 
improve aviation safety, the Aeronautics Commission has defined the following goals: 

 
• Continue working with federal and state agencies to secure additional federal funding for airports. 

 
• Continue to conduct statewide firefighting, homeland security, and emergency training for airport 

firefighters and mutual aid responders. 
 

• Continue to provide state matching funds for airport improvement projects (e.g., runway 
extensions and rehabilitations, snow removal equipment, weather systems, taxiway 
improvements, master plan updates, wildlife management services, security fencing, purchase 
firefighting gear and equipment, terminal renovations, signage and environmental assessments). 

 
• Continue to identify air transportation and infrastructure needs to meet current and future 

demands; provide additional funding and administrative assistance to airports. 
 

• Continue to encourage, foster, and promote the development of Aeronautics in West Virginia by 
assisting with and participating in air shows and other aviation events across the state. 

 
• Continue to support the science and art of flight, through cooperation with secondary, 

postsecondary, and other educational resource coordinating institutions. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT OF GOALS 
 

During the past twelve months, the WVAC: 
 

• Provided approximately $224,980 in state matching funds to West Virginia public use airports for 
projects that matched over $6.6 million in federal funds. The WVAC provided $300,000 for FY 2021 in 
General Revenue Funds to airports for improvements and air service marketing. 

 
• In partnership with West Virginia University Fire Service Extension Office (WVUFSE), the WVAC 

provided firefighting, homeland security, and emergency training to West Virginia airport firefighters 
and mutual aid responders. The WVAC provided General Revenue Funds of $125,000 to the WVUSFE 
for firefighting training and maintenance of the Mobile Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) 
Simulator. 

 
• Completed the first Economic Impact Study of West Virginia’s Aviation System in over 30 years. This 

study demonstrates the economic contributions of airports/aviation to the state. The report will act 
as a benchmark to measure future growth/investments associated with our airports. (The technical 
report is being submitted with this Annual Report) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Governor Justice and Gerald Sites, WVAC Chairman at North Central West Virginia Airport 
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AERONAUTICS COMMISSION MEETINGS & ACTIONS 

Following are highlights of meeting activities, in order of occurrence, with the most recent meeting 
activities last. Meeting reports are available for review in the Aeronautics Commission Office, State 
Capitol, Building 5, Room A-132, Charleston, West Virginia and on the Aeronautics Commission's 
website. 

 

October 29, 2020 Meeting - Building 5– State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 
 

Purpose of Meeting - Consideration of and discussion about grant requests 
and action items pertaining to the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) and 
other WVAC matters. 

 
Action Items/Motions 

 
MOTION – WVAC General Revenue Grants– Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Grants/WVAC General 
Revenue Commercial Marketing Grants 

 

A motion was made by WVAC member James W. Wallace. The motion was seconded by 
WVAC member Tracy Miller. 

 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
MOTION – Expiration of Funds from WVAC General Revenue AIP Grants/WVAC General Revenue Com- 
mercial Marketing Grants 

 

A motion was made by WVAC member James W. Wallace. The motion was seconded by 
WVAC member Tracy Miller. 

 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
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AERONAUTICS COMMISSION MEETINGS & ACTIONS 
October 29, 2021 Meeting – Charleston, WV 

 
 

MOTION – Aircraf t Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) Training 
 

A motion was made by WVAC member Brian Thompson. The motion was seconded by 
WVAC member Tracy Miller. 

 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
MOTION – Aircraf t Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) Simulator Maintenance 

 

A motion was made by WVAC member Tracy Miller. The motion was seconded by WVAC 
member Brian Thompson. 

 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
MOTION – EVERS MOA Expansion Concern letter request 

 

A motion was made by WVAC member Brian Thompson. The motion was seconded by 
WVAC member Tracy Miller. 

 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Grant Requests/Action Items: 

(The following grant requests were approved by the WVAC on 10-29-20) 

Greenbrier Valley Airport– Amendment 1 
FAA AIP: 3-54-0012-038-2018 
Project: Rehabilitate Apron 
Total Project Cost: $286,360 
FAA Grant Amount: $272,042 
WVAC Grant Request: $7,160 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
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AERONAUTICS COMMISSION MEETINGS & ACTIONS 
October 29, 2021 Meeting – Charleston, WV 

 
 

Grant Requests/Action Items: 
 

(The following grant requests were approved by the WVAC on 10-29-2021) 
 

Greenbrier Valley Airport 
FAA AIP: 3-54-0012-041-2019 
Project: Drainage Study 
Total Project Cost: $150,000 
FAA Grant Amount: $142,500 
WVAC Grant Request: $3,750 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Greenbrier Valley Airport 
FAA AIP: 3-54-0012-042-2020 
Project: Reconstruct Taxiway Lighting Phase 2 
Total Project Cost: $1,935,000 
FAA Grant Amount: $1,838,250 
WVAC Grant Request: $48,375 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Huntington Tri-State Airport– Amendment 1 
FAA AIP:3-54-0010-055-2017 
Project: Reconstruct Taxiway 
Total Project Cost: $1,620,625 
FAA Grant Amount: $1,458,560 
WVAC Grant Request: $81,032 

(5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Braxton County Airport– Amendment 1 
FAA AIP:3-54-0026-020-2019 
Project: Construct 8-Unit T-Hangar, Phase II-Construction 
Total Project Cost: $122,561 
FAA Grant Amount: $110,305 
WVAC Grant Request: $6,128 

(5% Fuel Tax) 
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AERONAUTICS COMMISSION MEETINGS & ACTIONS 
October 29, 2021 Meeting – Charleston, WV 

 
 

Grant Requests/Action Items: 
 

(The following grant requests were approved by the WVAC on 10-29-2021) 
 

Yeager Airport-Amendment 1 
FAA AIP: 3-54-0003-064-2018 
Project: Energy Efficiency/solar panels 
Total Project Cost: $13,147 
FAA Grant Amount: $11,832 
WVAC Grant Request: $329 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Yeager Airport– Amendment 1 
FAA AIP: 3-53-0003-059-2017 
Project: Reconstruct Taxiway Lighting, Rehabilitate Terminal Building, Rehabilitate RW 5-23 
Total Project Cost: $373,272 
FAA Grant Amount: $335,945 
WVAC Grant Request: $18,665 

(5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Yeager Airport-Amendment 1 and 2 
FAA AIP:3-54-0003-062-2018 
Project: Runway 5 Safety Area Rebuild Phase II 
Total Project Cost: $589,609 
FAA Grant Amount: $530,648 
WVAC Grant Request: $14,740 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
 

Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Airport 
FAA AIP:3-54-0018-048-2020 
Project: LED Lighting Upgrade Runway 3-21 
Total Project Cost: $1,792,080 
FAA Grant Amount: $1,702,476 
WVAC Grant Request: $44,802 

(2.5% Fuel Tax) 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY 
FISCAL YEAR 2021 

 
 

General Revenue Expenditures — June 2021 

Reappropriated General Revenue — June 2021 

Special Revenue Expenditures — Fiscal Year 2021 

Consolidated Federal Funds — Fiscal Year 2021 
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