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Another Acronym - STARS 

Structured 

Transparent 

Accountable 

Reproducible 

Sustainable 

         What is STARS? 



    What is STARS? 

The Federal Highway Administration states:  

The purpose of the STARS workshop series is 

to promote the exchange of ideas, data, tools, 

concepts and methods for better collaboration 

and information exchange between 

transportation planners and environmental 

practitioners in support of better integration 

of transportation planning and the project 

development process. 



STARS  
 

April 26 & 27, 2011 

Charleston, West Virginia 

 

2-Day workshop to discuss how  

Planning and Environmental can 
work together. 
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ATTENDEES: 
 

WVDOH- Engineering, Environmental & Planning 

MPO’s- KYOVA, Morgantown, RIC, HEP 

WV Division of Natural Resources 

WV Department of Environmental Protection 

WV State Historic Preservation Office 

The West Virginia University 



STARS  

ATTENDEES: 
 

Federal Highway Administration 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
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Workshop Goals 
 

PLANNING- ENVIRONMENTAL LINKAGE 
 

Meet and understand what the resource agencies do; 

 

Understand the WVDOH/MPO Planning-Environmental-
Engineering process; 

 

Identify-  

 Key steps for linking Planning and Environmental, 

 Environmental and cultural resource data sets, 

 Where we go from here. 



   Planning-Environmental Linkage? 

 

 

  



 Planning-Environmental Linkage? 

 



Agency Presentations 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

 Regulatory authorities include Section 10 of 

the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of 

the Clean Water Act. 

 Regulate the placement of fill or dredged 

material into “waters of the US”. 

 Permitting. 

 Mitigation Banking.  

 

 

 



Agency Presentations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

 Has the authority to comment on all 

environmental issues under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

 

 Review of all of the topics associated with 

NEPA including upland resources, wetlands, 

environmental justice, air quality, etc.   

 



Agency Presentations 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

 Mission is to conserve, protect, and enhance 

fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats. 

 Responsible for threatened or endangered 

species, migratory birds, significant fisheries 

and wetlands. 

 Comment through the Section 7 of the 

Endangered Species Act and Section 404 of 

the Clean Water Act. 

 



Agency Presentations 

WV Department of Environmental Protection 

 Division of Water & Waste Management- 

works to protect, restore and enhance West 

Virginia’s watersheds in part through stream 

and wetland permitting and compensatory 

mitigation. 

 Mitigation- Bank, In-lieu fee, Permittee 

responsible- watershed, on-site in-kind, or off-

site and/or out of kind. 

 



Agency Presentations 

WV State Historic Preservation Office 

 Mission is to identify, recognize, preserve and 

protect West Virginia’s prehistoric and historic 

sites, structures and objects.   

 Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to 

consider the effects of undertakings on historic 

resources. 

 



Agency Presentations 

WV Division of Natural Resources 

 

 Legislative authority to conserve and protect 
wildlife resources. 

 Comment through the Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification Process to WVDEP. 

 Working on a new inventory of wetlands in 
WV, as well as a new wetland assessment 
procedure. 

 

 



Agency Presentations 

WV Department of Environmental Protection, 

Division of Air Quality 

 

 Transportation Conformity – ensures that 

projects that receive Federal funding are 

consistent with air quality goals. 

 

 

 



Agency Presentations 

 

 

 



  Agency Presentations 



 

 

 

   Other Presentations 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3e/West_Virginia_Flying_WV_logo.svg


 

 

         Walter Veselka 

                          West Virginia University 

                         With Greg Akers, WVDOH 

                               

       Strategic Highway Research               

Program 2  

   Other Presentations 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3e/West_Virginia_Flying_WV_logo.svg


 

 Continued research looking at ways to 

streamline the environmental review and 

permitting process. 

 

Reviewing mitigation sites 

 to a certain degree to determine 

success/issues. 

   Other Presentations 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3e/West_Virginia_Flying_WV_logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3e/West_Virginia_Flying_WV_logo.svg


 

www.metroquest.com 

 

Presented tools for community involvement in 

transportation planning and related issues. 

www.metroquest.com   

 

   Other Presentations 

http://www.metroquest.com/


 

 

   Other Presentations 



 

 

   Other Presentations 



 

 

   Other Presentations 



 

 

   Other Presentations 
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Where do we go from here? 

 
 



Next Steps for WVDOH 

 

 Continue to work with resource agencies and 

reach out to them for new/updated data; 

 

 Keep/maintain data sets concerning 
environmental information in GIS format; 

 

 Develop a schedule to routinely meet/discuss 
current issues with MPO’s; 
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Next Steps for WVDOH 
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Planning Resource Agencies 

Environmental  Engineering/Construction 

STARS 
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Contact Information and Data Sources 
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Contact Information and Data Sources 
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FHWA Environment Website: 

www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov 

FHWA STARS Website: 

www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/integ/resources_

training.asp 

Charleston Workshop Website: 

http://esafhwa.org/site/alias_fhwa-

stars/17946/default.aspx 
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Thank You 

Timothy.B.Sedosky@wv.gov 

304/558-9575 

Karen.E.Allen@wv.gov 

304/558-9573 


