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Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

1.0 Project History

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the West Virginia Division of
Highways (WVDOH), has prepared this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) pursuant to the
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR, Parts 1500-1508) for the proposed
Morgantown Industrial Park Access (IPA) Project, located in Monongalia County, West Virginia.

In accordance with the appropriate federal regulations, numerous alternatives were evaluated
including a No Build Alternative and three build alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, and 3). A preliminary
impact analysis was conducted for the three potential build alternatives to determine the Preferred
Alternative. Alternative 3 met the project’s Purpose and Need and is the least environmentally
damaging practicable alternative; therefore, is the Selected Alternative discussed in this document.

Subsequent to the preparation of the Environmental Assessment (EA), the FHWA determined that
construction of the Selected Alternative will have no significant impact on the human environment
within the meaning of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended in July
2020, revised by EO 13990 in April 2022, a further revised by rule issued on May 1, 2024.

2.0 Purpose and Needs

Project Purpose

The purpose of this project is to provide the Morgantown Industrial Park (MIP) and the residents
along and south of River Road (CR 45) with improved access across the Monongahela River to US
119 and 1-68.

Project Needs

1. The MIP and areas along and south of River Road currently lack direct access across the
Monongahela River to US 119 and 1-68.

2. Morgantown and the surrounding area have been experiencing rapid growth in recent years,
including residential and industrial land uses along and south of River Road (CR 45) and at
the MIP.

3. The Morgantown Monongalia Municipal Planning Organization’s (MMMPQO’s) Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP) has projections for continued economic growth that include
business growth at the MIP.

West Virginia Division of Highways 2
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3.0 Selected Alternative

The alternatives assessed in the EA included a No Build Alternative and three build alternatives
(Alternatives 1, 2, and 3). A preliminary impact analysis was conducted for the three potential build
alternatives to determine the Preferred Alternative. Alternative 3 met the project’s Purpose and
Need and is the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative; therefore, is the Selected
Alternative. Selected Alternative 3 includes upgrades to Rail Street and Master Graphics Road, a
new crossing of the Monongahela River, and a connection at Smithtown Road before intersecting
with Grafton Road (US 119).

Selected Alternative 3 meets the purpose of providing the MIP and the residents along and south of
River Road (CR 45) with improved access across the Monongahela River to US 119 and 1-68.

Selected Alternative 3 satisfies the need to:

®  Provide direct access across the Monongahela River
®  Provide alternative access in a growing area of Monongalia County

®  Provide alternate access to MIP to continue economic growth

Selected Alternative 3 presents the least harm to:

®  Residential, commercial, and industrial land uses
®  EJ communities

®  Potential Section 4(f)-Protected Caperton Trail

®  Active USACE Lock and Dam system

® Historic Resources

®  Archaeological Resources

®  Hazardous Waste Sites

Based on the analysis and information presented in the EA, Selected Alternative 3 is the alternative
of least harm for the Morgantown IPA Project.

4.0 Mitigation Commitments

Avoidance and minimization efforts have been undertaken for Selected Alternative 3 and include
the following:

®  Avoided historic and Section 4(f) impacts — Harmony Grove Meeting House
®  Avoided impacts to community — no displacement of residences or businesses

®  Avoided impacts to community facilities — Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness; no land
taken from the property, no change to stormwater impact, and improved access by
upgrading the connector road to the facility.

®  Minimized impacts to river navigation channel — bridge design includes a 470-foot span
supported by in-stream piers located near the riverbanks to maximize the horizontal
clearance for the Monongahela River’s navigational channel.

West Virginia Division of Highways 3
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®  Minimized utility conflicts — longitudinal encroachment reduced to perpendicular crossing
for the relocation of the FERC-regulated gas pipeline. Impacts to other utilities were
avoided where possible, including an overhead transmission line on SR 119.

Table 1 identifies mitigation commitments for the project, as discussed in the EA.

Resource/Element

Environmental Justice

Table 1: Proposed Mitigation

Selected Alternative 3 Mitigation

WVDOH will notify West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Services and North Central West Virginia Community Action when
construction will begin to provide outreach and assistance for possible
unhoused individuals in the project footprint.

Community Resources

No mitigation necessary.

Recreational Resources

WVDOH will adhere to permit conditions and Aids to Navigation (ATON)
plan. WVDOH will coordinate with Mon River Trail Conservancy and Upper
Mon River Association prior to and during construction to make the group
aware of potential temporary closures. Public outreach, including onsite
signage during closures, will be conducted to ensure trail users are aware
of temporary impacts during construction. WVDOH will collaborate with the
trail group during construction. Any compensation for temporary
occupancy will be addressed during the right of way phase.

Economic Analysis

No mitigation is necessary.

Streams & Wetlands

WVDOH will provide compensatory mitigation for unavoidable stream and
wetland impacts resulting in resource loss and will be coordinated with the
resource agencies.

Navigable Waters

WVDOH will coordinate with the US Coast Guard (USCG) and operators
prior to and during construction regarding navigational channel clearance
and closures during construction.

Floodplains

Minimal increase in the Federal Emergency Management Association
(FEMA) 100-Year Flood Elevation is anticipated and will require a
Conditional Letter of Map Revision/Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR/LOMR)
from FEMA to revise flood mapping. WVDOH will coordinate with the
County Floodplain Coordinator for the Floodplain Development Permit.
WVDOH will submit an Elevation Certificate, as well as a Construction
Elevation Certificate following construction.

Land Use & Land Cover

No mitigation is being proposed. The development is consistent with
MMMPO land use plans.

West Virginia Division of Highways 4
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Table 1: Proposed Mitigation

Resource/Element Selected Alternative 3 Mitigation

WVDOH will implement construction Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Vegetation and Invasive and Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Pollution Controls to reduce the
Species spread of invasive species. All disturbed areas will be re-vegetated (using
a native seed mixture) upon completion.

WVDOH will implement of a seasonal tree clearing restriction to avoid
potential impacts to federally protected bat species. Tree cutting is
Rare, Threatened, & allowed between November 15th and March 31st. WVDOH will conduct a
Endangered Species pre-construction mussel survey, and if necessary, relocation, prior to in-
stream work to minimize direct impacts and avoid adverse impacts to
state protected freshwater mussels.

WVDOH will avoid direct impacts to drainage features to reduce the risk of
Geology inducing instability. Additional geotechnical studies during final design are
recommended.

WVDOH will implement an E&S Control Plan and stormwater management
plan. Contractor will prepare and implement a spill prevention plan for use
during construction. WVDOH will carry the spill prevention plan forward
Groundwater and Surface into post-construction. Once the bridge is open to the public, WVDOH will
Water maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the steps for immediate
notification in the event there is a traffic incident or hazardous material
release. The Morgantown Utility Board (MUB) will be called (304-296-
4322) in the event of a release.

Above Ground Resources & | WVDOH will avoid the Harmony Grove Meeting House property. WVDOH

Historic Structures will also avoid the old family cemetery along Rail Street.
Archaeological Resources No mitigation is necessary.
Section 4(f) Resources No mitigation is necessary.
Air Quality No mitigation is necessary.
Noise No mitigation is necessary.

WVDOH will avoid impacts to the Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) along
Rail Street. WVDOH will conduct a Limited Site Investigation (LSI) and/or
a Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) if excavation is proposed
on either railroad property.

Hazardous Waste Sites

WVDOH will coordinate with the pipeline owner and regulating agencies,
including the West Virginia Public Service Commission. WVDOH will
continue coordination through final design to ensure the roadway crossing
is designed appropriately for the necessary crossing requirements.

Utilities

West Virginia Division of Highways 5
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Table 1: Proposed Mitigation

Resource/Element Selected Alternative 3 Mitigation

Indirect and Cumulative - . .
No mitigation required.
Impacts
Temporary Construction WVDOH will adhere to state and federal permits and requirements to
Impacts minimize temporary impacts.

West Virginia Division of Highways 6
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5.0 Environmental Assessment and Technical
Reports

The EA was approved for public availability and released to the public by the FHWA on April 1, 2024.
The public comment period began on April 1, 2024 and ended on May 17, 2024. Notice of the Public
Meeting and Availability of the Environmental Assessment (EA) was emailed to federal, state, and
local agencies; municipalities; community facilities and services; senators and delegates; and tribal
representatives (EA Section 8.0 Distribution List) on March 29, 2024. The Notice was also emailed
to the first public meeting attendees on April 1, 2024.

A legal advertisement was published in The Dominion Post on March 29, 2024, and a follow-up ad
was placed on April 5 and April 12, 2024.

The project website was updated on March 29, 2024 to include the notice, the EA document, and
included information on how to comment on the EA digitally via the website or via letter.

The EA document was made available for review at the following local government offices:

Monongalia County Clerk| 243 High Street, Rm 123| Morgantown, WV 26505
Morgantown City Offices| 389 Spruce Street| Morgantown WV, 26505
Westover City Hall| 500 DuPont Road| Westover, WV 26501

Morgantown Public Library| 373 Spruce Street | Morgantown, WV 26505

Morgantown Monongalia MPO] 243 High Street Room 026]| Morgantown, WV 26501

Finally, the notice was physically posted in public locations throughout the project area including
the library, gas stations, the grocery store, government buildings, Mon River Rail-Trail parking area,
and several restaurants.

The Notice Public Meeting and Availability of the EA and Legal Ad placed in The Dominion Post can
be found in Appendix A.

Technical reports were prepared for the following subject areas and are included in the project
technical file and are available upon request as shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Project Technical Files

Resource/Element ‘ Document

WVDOH MIP Preliminary Access Study 2016
Project History MMMPO MIP Access Study 2018

MMMPO Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2022
WVDOH Design Study Report 2023
Alternatives MMMPO MIP Southern Bridge Memo 2023
MMMPO Policy Board Approval Alt 3 2023
Public Involvement Memo

News Articles

Public Comments

Public Meeting Materials — October 2023

Public Involvement
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Resource/Element

Traffic Analysis

Document

Synchro Analysis for Alternative 3 intersections
Purpose and Need Support - Traffic

Demographics and
Environmental Justice

EJ Screen
US Census Bureau

Community Resources

Schools
Fire and EMS

Recreational Resources

Mon River Water Trail
Mon River Rail-Trail

Economic Analysis

The Economic Impact of Expanding the Morgantown
Industrial Park
Morgantown Industrial Park Land Marketing Flyer

Streams & Wetland

Aquatic Resources Report

Navigable Waters and Floodplains

USCG Coordination and Documentation
Hydraulic and Hydrologic Report

Vegetation and Land Cover

Anderson Land Use

Rare, Threatened, &
Endangered Species

Agency Coordination Letters

Above Ground Resources &
Historic Structures

Eligibility and Effects Reports
WVDOH and SHPO letters

Archaeological Resources

Phase | Archaeological Survey Report
WVDOH and SHPO letters

Section 4(f) Resources

Section 4(f) Non-Applicability Letters
FHWA Approval Emails

Air Quality

Air Quality Report

Noise

Noise Analysis Report

Hazardous Waste Sites

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment

The EA Public Meeting was held April 17, 2024, at the Westwood Middle School at 670 River Road,
Westover from 5 to 8 PM. Plans were on display, and WVDOH and FHWA representatives were
available to discuss the project with interested residents. Boards were on display for the public to
view and discuss. Comment forms were provided along with copies of the EA for review.
Approximately 72 people signed in. Public meeting materials can be found in Appendix B.

At the close of the public comment period on May 17, 2024 a total of 104 comments were received.
Comments included the following topics:

®  transit options for the project,

®  concern for air, noise, rail-trail, landslide, EJ, and drinking water (MUB) quality impacts,

®  suggest routes and intersection types (roundabouts),

®  disapproval of project in place of the Harmony Grove project,

®  suggest use of funds toward maintenance of existing facilities before building new facilities,

®  considerable support from Mountaintop Beverage and area residents and businesses.

Comments received during the 45-day comment period and a response to each comment along with
original copies of public or agency comments are included in Appendix C.

West Virginia Division of Highways 8
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6.0 Finding of No Significant Impact

The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is based on the project record including:

® Morgantown Industrial Park Access (IPA) Project Environmental Assessment and technical
documents and studies referenced in this document; and

® Morgantown Industrial Park Access (IPA) Project Environmental Assessment Response to
Comment Document (May 2024) - Appendix C

Accordingly, the FHWA determines that there is no practical alternative to construction of the
Proposed Action and the Proposed Action includes all practical measures to minimize harm to
natural, cultural, and socioeconomic resources, which may result from the proposed project.

The EA and Response to Comment have been independently evaluated by the FHWA and determined
to adequately and accurately discuss the need, environmental issues, and impacts of the proposed
project and appropriate mitigation measures. They provide sufficient evidence and analysis for
determining that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. The FHWA takes full
responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the EA and associated documentation.

S W b £ /14 /24

/4 FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION DATE OF APPROVAL

Pursuant to:

42 U.S.C. 4231-4347
40 CFR 1500-1508

23 CFR 771

23 CFR 772

36 CFR 800

49 U.S.C. 303(c)

23 CFR 774

16 U.S.C. 1531-1544
33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. (1972)
Executive Order 11988
Executive Order 11990
Executive Order 12898
Executive Order 13985
Executive Order 14008
Executive Order 14091
Executive Order 14096
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Appendix A -
Notice Public Workshop and EA Availability
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A

US.Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

CR 45 to US 119

Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project

State Project: X331- MIPAR 00 23
Federal Project: STBG-2023(312)D

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT and
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) is conducting a public informational workshop to review the

Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project between CR 45 (River Road)

near Harmony Grove to US 119 (Grafton Road) in Monongalia County. This meeting complies with the public

involvement requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the National

Historic Preservation Act. The EA comment period begins on April 1, 2024 and ends on May 17, 2024.

Project Description

The project consists of building a new road
and bridge across the Monongahela River
between CR 45 (River Road) near Harmony
Grove to US 119 (Grafton Road) in
Morgantown. The purpose of this project is
to provide the Morgantown Industrial Park
and the residents along and south of River
Road (CR 45) improved access across the
Monongahela River to US 119 and I-68. The
Environmental Assessment evaluated three
build alternatives in a Preliminary Impact
Analysis. That analysis advanced Alternative
3 as the Preferred Alternative because it
meets the project’s Purpose and Need and is
the
practicable alternative.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP

Wednesday, April 17, 2023 - 5:00 to 8:00 PM

Westwood Middle School

670 River Road, Westover, West Virginia
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o Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project
US.Department CR 45 to US 119
of Transportation
Federal Highway State Project: X331- MIPAR 00 23

Administration Federal Project: STBG-2023(312)D

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT

The EA and supporting technical files are being made available for public review during the comment period on
the project website:

https://transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/Pages/
MORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL-PARK-ACCESS.aspx

The EA document will be available for review at the following local government offices:
Monongalia County Clerk| 243 High Street, Rm 123 | Morgantown, WV 26505 | (304) 291-7257
Morgantown City Offices| 389 Spruce Street| Morgantown WV, 26505 | (304) 284-7405
Westover City Hall| 500 DuPont Road| Westover, WV 26501 | (304) 296-6860
Morgantown Public Library| 373 Spruce Street | Morgantown, WV 26505| (304) 291-7425
Morgantown Monongalia MPO| 243 High Street Room 026| Morgantown, WV 26501 | (304) 291-9571

Written comments on the EA can also be provided at any time during the comment period.

Comments concerning the project must be submitted by May 17, 2024 to:

Written Comments: Digital Comments:

Mr. Travis Long https://transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/
Director, Technical Support Division comment/Pages/MORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL-PARK-
West Virginia Division of Highways ACCESS.aspx

1334 Smith Street
Charleston, WV 25301

All comments received at either of these locations during the designated comment or at the public hearing will
be considered. These comments will become part of the public record associated with this action.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation will, upon request, provide reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and
services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in our services, programs and activities.
Please contact us at (304) 558-3931. Persons with hearing or speech impairments can reach all state agencies by calling (800) 982-
8772 (voice to TDD) or (800) 982-8771 (TDD to voice), toll free. Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, sex, age,
national origin, or disability.
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

31586 MARCH 29, APRIL 5
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public_hearing will
be held before the Monongalia Board of Education at
the hour of 6:00 PM. on Iuesday, April, 2024 i the
Boardroom of the Board of Education at 1751

Core Rd., Morgantown, West Virginia, 26505. e puv
pose of this meeting is to meet the requirements of
WHa Code S18545 n ghing 2 he publc an opporlunity
for input in the 2024 hool calendar. In order to
share your input, Dlease Contact Teresa Nass v emal
at teresa.nass@k12.wv.us in order to register as a del-
egation to address the Board Members no later than
4:00 P.M. on Monday, April 8, 2024.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be
held before the Monongalia Board of Education at the
hour of 6:00 PM. on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in fre
Boardroom of [he Boa d of Education at 1751 Earl
Core Rd., Morgantown, WV 26505. The purpc ose of tms
meetmg is tn meel t the requirements D’ ode
§185.25 i giving ihe publc an opportunty for Inut n
the 2024-2025 school calendar. In order to share your
o, please contact Teresa Nass via email af feresa.
12.wv.us in order to register as a delegation b
airess the Board Members g late than 4:0 PM. o
Monday, April 15, 2024.

31517 MARCH 29
WEST RUN PLANNING DISTRICT
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

PUBLIC NOTICE

The West Run Planning District Zoning Board of Appeals
il ok 2 publc heating on the folowing request on
Wednesday, Apri 024 o.m. in person
or v contorond oAl ¢ mumbar GA6.568: 7188
and Meeting ID 823 7101 S0 e

ticipant ID. Members of the
the' schediled tim me and dm ey i o o
tend. To atten oom meeting or
in pérson, please cnnlacl (ho Commission at the

number friten c. ey be sent o
Honongata Co County Plzmmn Olnce 243 g Street,

antown, WV 5 or via email to Dlar»
fing@ménongatacourty gov

CASE VAR 001-2024: A variance request to increase
the permitted Home Cccupancy floor area from 25 per-
centto 32.17 percent for the property legally described
as Morgan Tax Map 48, Parcels 1.6 and 1.7 in order to
have a music academy.

CASE VAR 002:2024: A variance request to:

1) reduce fhe rear yard setback from forty {40) feet to
een

B ehce ths o parking eaufements by 20% plus

fen addibonal spots(irom

3 reduce the parking space \vlthof e sencr housing

?uv e o eny Iegal escrived a5 Morgon Tx Mop
3 parcels 38,3 and 28,5 located at Hrshioan Vg, The
applcant s proposing to mslal 4 buildings with 10, 20,
36 2nd 36 units on 2,91 acres.

For further information, please contact the County Plan-
ning Office at 304-291:9570.

31580 MARCH 29, APRIL 5
TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Subsiute Trustee, by vrlve of e
authority vested Deed of Trust,
dated November 14 and du?y rprordﬂd in the Of-
ee of i lek o e Couty Commisson of Nononga.
lia County, West Virgiia, in Document No. 7, in
Book No. 1147, at Page 107 and revecarded it oot
ment No. MOD 892751, in Book No. 2556, at Page
283, Robert Scott Krabill and Karen L Krabill did convey

iaving been made under
ust, and the undersigned Substi-
tute Trustee having been instructed by U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in its individual capacity, but
solely as owner trustee for RCAF Acauisition Trust to
forclose thereunder, il offer for sale o pulic aucton
at the front door of the Monongalia County Courthouse
in Morgantown, West Virginia, on

May 2, 2024 at 12:00 PM

the following described real estate, together with its im-
provements, easements and appurtenances thereunto
belonging, situate in 05 - Clinton District, Monongalia
County, West Virginia, and more particularly described
as follows:

Al of the following described real estate, together with
i buings and mprovemens tereon ad te appur-
tenances thereunto belongng, fuate yng and b
in Cliton District, Monongalla County, West Virginia,
more particularly bounded and described as follows,
towit:

BEGINNING at a %" iron pin set on the southern right
of way limits of West Virginia Secondary Route 119/11,
corner to Lot 99; thence with the sothern right of way
It of West vwg\ma Secondary Route 119711 North
24 feet to a 12" iron pin found in line
oaTaT Luals S o Lot 99; thence with line
of T & T Coals, Inc., South 2° 45' West 85.00 feet to
a 14" iron pin set, comer to Lots 98 & 99; thence with
one line of Lot 98, South 70° 43' 13 Last 154.09 feet
to a 4" iron pin set on the eastern right of way limits
of Brytes Way, corner to Lots 98 & 99 thence with
a curve along th

y ; ther
having  radius of 25.00 feet and a length of 41.02 feel

to the place of beginning, being all of Lot 99 in Prasel
of Stonewood Forest.

And being the same real estate which was conveyed to

Robert Scott Krabill and Karen Lynn Krabill from James

L. Kent and Vicki F. Kent, by deed dated April 23, 1990,

and which said deed is recorded in Deed Book 1010,
e

“This conveyance is made subiject to any and al excep-
tions, reservations, restrictions, easements, rights-
ofway, and conditions as c in prior deeds of
conveyance in the Grantors’ chain of title.

At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this
property was reported to have an addess of: 99 Biytes
iy, Morgantoun, WY 26508,

The referenced real estate will be conveyed with no
d subject o ol covenants,

of way and reservation:
o5 et S 1acord n g aloresaid Clerk'
Office or visible upon the ground, allprior liens and en-
cumbrances, inludng, wihout Imitaton, lens for esl
estate taxes, incinerator, sanitary and sewer charges.
The purchasers at the sale shall be responsible for pay
ing the recording costs and also the tax on the privlege
of transferring real property (the cost of the fax stamp
to be affixed fo the deed). The purchasers shall be re-
sponsible for payment of allreal estae taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition.
The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to cause
any existing tenant or person occupying the subject
property to vacate said property.

TERMS: $5000,00 n cash /o certied fuds a5
depost at the e of sal with the balace due and
ayable within 30 Gays of he day of sa

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: In the event that there are Fed-
e

ever is longer.

Pursuznt to the Deed of Trust, the Trustee may post-
pone the sale by public announcement at the time and
place desgnated r by posting a note of the e,
and act by agent in the execution of the sale. The par-
fies Socured by the Deed of Tust resere the ight 1o
purchase the property at such sale.

SENECA TRUSTEES, INC.
Coomb Farm Drive, Suite 104
Morgartown, W 2650
(304) 4130044
(304) 2922918
Toll free: (888) 5343132
Reference File No. 83563

ADVERTISING IN

The

WORKS'

31662 MARCH 29, APRIL 5
MORGANTOWN UTILITY BOARD
Request for Qualifications for Professional Services

Morgantown Utility Board (MUB) plans to request qualification submittals for profes-
sional engineering services to assess and potentially design a sanitary sewer exten-
sion project in the Bakers Ridge area of Monongalia County, West Virginia near the
developments of Graycliff, Bretiwald, and Baker's Ridge Manor.

Prospective Consultants must register with MUB by subitting a written Expression
of fterest (01, which must be recened by MU no later ran 300 par. Aord 10,
024 The £O1 may be a one srtence lter, or emal, sy oxpressing rest
o ot cnd eaesing e deancd Rocuestor Quchhatons 520 LS il
O Mo ot 1o prospetue Covsatants i cabrion EOL The requred
procedure includes submission of  Statement of Qualfications (SOQ), which must be
received by MUB no later than 3:00 p.m. April 24, 2024, Early submission of the EOI
is strongly encouraged. The EOI may be sent as an emailto the contact person below.

EOl should be sent to:

Morgantown Utility Board
iard M. Rogers, PE

e o 525
Morgantown, WY 26507-0852
emall: rogers@mub.org.

Based upon the review of the SOQ of €ach respondent, firms may be invited for
interviews with the selection committee. Said interviews shall be by initation only.

The evaluation of respondents and the selection of any Consultant so chosen will be
conducted on the basis of demonsirated competence and qualificalion for the de-
scribed professional seces, accordance with West Virginia Code Chapter 5G. All
federal equal opportunty and affrmative action requirements in regard to race,
religin, nalorel orig Handicap and Vienam Veleran or Cisabled veteran siatus,

s fourd n 41 CFR 60:1.4, 41 CFR 60950.3 and 41 CFR 741.3, e herein ncor
porated by reerinee Morgantown Uilty Board reserves the right to reject any or
all responses and to waive any informality in the evaluation and/or selection thereo,

MORGANTOWN UTILITY BOARD
Morgantown, West Virginia

Michael McNulty
General Manager

31628 MARCH 29, APRIL 5
ORDER OF PRECINCT LOCATION CHANGES PRIMARY ELECTION -
MAY 14,2024

On Wednesday, March 27, 2024, the Monongalia County Commission issued an Order
for the following emergency permanent precinct location change for the Primary Elec-
tion to be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, and future elections

PERMANENT PRECINCT LOCATION CHANGE FOR ELECTION DAY:

PRECINCT OLD LOCATION NEW LOCATION
44 Granville VFD Station 2 in Osage Granville Social Hall
507 Scotts Run Rd 172 Town Hall St
Morgantown, WV 26508 Granville, WV 26534

Each voter in the above precinct vl be mailed written nofification of the location
change pursuant to S3L7.For questions bout he above changes, contact
the Monongalia County Clerk's Offce at (30:

monongahacaungclevk oo e trmaion

91-7230 or visit us online ‘at www.

Carye L, Blaney
Monongalia Counly Clerk

31543 MARCH 29

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Morongalia County Commission il hold two pubi hearings on May 1, 2024, in

uty Commissin Chambers of the Monongalia Courty Court 3 High
o Py Norgantoun, West Viginia, at I Lo coon et 20
may be heard, and again at 6: ot Which tima the Gommisson Wil hea com-
etts regarding the proposec Monongalia County Subx d Devel-
opment Ordinance.

SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS SUMMARY

‘The proposed regulations outline the requirements for subdividing land and the de-
yelopment f the land once subdvided. Elements contaned n te plan nclde the
lowing:

uthorty and Purpose and GeneralProisions
xempt Sul
ghfinor Subdhiions and Land Developments
Major Subdivisions and Lan ents
OPEmccdum for Approal of Malor Subawgions and Land Developments
® Enfort
®General Standards for Roads, Eavlhwovk Samtavy Sewage and Potable Water, and
Storm Water Management and sen
® Sign Requiremertts, Fire Boterton: Specwa Flood Hezard Areas
ot Requirements and HOAs, Utites, Traffic Impact
lat Requirements

The complete it regulations can be found on the Monongalia County Planning Cor-
mission website hitps://wuv monongaliacounty.gow/moncpe/Subdvision.php or by
\isting the MCPC n borson. For frther nformatin, pieges contact e Couty Plan
ning Office at 304-291.9570.

Witen comments may be sent to the Planing Offce, 243 High Stre, Room 26,
Morgantown, WV, 265

an P. Sikora, President
Monongalia County Commission

31579 March 29, April 5
TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

he undersigned Substute Tustes, by itueof the authory vested

in him by tha certan Deed of Trust, dated Juns 15, 2008, and duly recorded n

he Gfice of the Cierk of the County Commission of onongelia &

Virginia,in Documen No. 263750, 1 Book No. 1647, at Page 879, Helon Sianey
and Larry Swaney nvey unto Peter D. Dinardi, Trustee(s), Connreal prop-
erty described in said Deed of Trust; and the benefici

ger he aforemertionsd Deed of Trust, and the under
MGLP Assét Company, Inc, to foreclose thereunder,
il ol Tor 410 8 ot Buctlon 3 the Houx oot o the MahongaLa Coumy
Courthouse in Morgantown, West Virginia, on

May 2, 2024 at 12:00 PM

the following described real estate, together with its improvements, easements
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in 05 - Clinton Distri, Moror-
galia County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE TOGETHER WITH

THE BUILDING, RIGHT OF WAYS, EASEMENTS, IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

URTENANCES THEREUNTO BELONGING SITUATE, LYING AND BE-

NS NERTON DISTRICT, MON( COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, MORE
EARTICULARLY BESORIBED AS POM NS, T Wit

LOT 5:

BEGINNING AT A 1/2 INCH IRON PIN SET, CORNER TO LOTS 5, 6, AND 6A;
THENGE WITH ONE LINE OF LOT 6 S. 43° 27" 49" E. (PASSING THROUGH A
122 1NCH IRON PIN SET AT 271,57 FEED) 271,90 FEET TO A POINT INLINE

OF ASHCO PRECAST COMPANY, CORNER TO LOTS 5 AND 6; THEN
WITH ONE LINE OF ASHCO PRECAST COMPANY AND THEN WITH UiE
OF ED COGAR S. W. 837.83 FFET TO A 1/2 INCH IRON PIN SET IN LINE OF

ING 1 BEING Al HOW!
3 G2 BROPERTY SUBDWIDED FOR THE WNIFALD. A WELCH e
PREPARED BY PAUL D. HARBERT PS NO. 862 OF MCCOY LAND SURVEY-

NG BATED JAMUARY 5004 AND HEGOROED 1N THE OFHSE OF THE OL R
F THE MONONGALIA GOUNTY COMMISSION.
Subject to easements, restrictions, and covenants of record, f any.

At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, thi proparty was
reported to have an address of: 1532 Goshen Rd, Morgantown, WV 2650t

The referenced real estate will be conveyed wiith no covenants of
wananty, and subject to all covenants, restritions, easements, rghts of way
and reservations which may f record in the aforesaid fiice
LT U o around. a P ons i ancumbraraces fnchdiog, oot
imitation, lens for feal estate 1axes, incinerator, sanitary and sewer charges.
The purchasers at the sale shall be responsible for paying the recording costs
and also the tax on the privilege of transferring real property (the cost of the tax
stamp to be affixed to the deed). The purchasers shall be responsible for pay-
ment of allreal estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute
Trustee hallbe under 10 duy t cause any eising enart o person occuping
the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: $9000.00 in cash and/or cerlified funds as deposit at the
time of sale with the balance due and payable within 30 days of the day of sale.

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: In the event that there are Federal Tax Liens

againstthe property, the United States would have the ight to edea the prop-
ety witin s period te of such sale or the period allow-
ble for redemption under local law, whichever is longer.

Pursuant o the Deed of Trust he Trustee may postocne the sale by

bli by posting a notice of

Dre e, or 2ek by agomt 1 The ExEbuhon of e aae. Thy barigs sacurea by
the Deed of Trust reserve the right to purchase the property at such sale.

SENEGA TRUSTEES, INC.
$000 Coombs Farm Drive, Suite 104
Morgantown, WV 2

(304) 413-0044

(304) 292-2918

Tollfree: (888) 534-3132

Reference File No. 79682

ADS YOU
CAN’T SKIP

FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2024 THE DOMINION POST = B-7

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

31592 March 29, Apri

5,12,19
ADVERTISEMENT

Notioes hersby given that DANAMINING COVPANY, LLC, 966 CRAFTS RUN RD, MAIDSVILLE, WV 26541

has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street,

Stito 301, Phiiopi, W 26416-1600 for a Phase 1 release on Permit Numoer U025100 orement Number 1

issued for 22.85 acres.

The permit is located in Cass District of Monongalia County, 2.8 miles Northwest of Maidsville on Unnamed
Tributary of/and Robinson Run of N/A of Monongahela River.

Dana Mining Company, LLC completed backfillng and regrading on 11/1/2023 and s requesting release of
60 percent of the reclamation performance bond curfently in the amount of $43,240.

Written comments will be recsived at the DEP address above until May 19, or thirty (30) days from date of
final publication.

LOCATION MAP

0251 -00,/HPDES NO.WYIC
NERAL HIGHINAY MAP

SEL USGS — Tali’é \ur‘ (7.5° SERMES)
"T.-fvmoﬂucw_v\ COUNTY

5T PO MAIDSWLLE

MY OF /AND R(‘B'NSDN RUN

CASS DISTRS

31661 MARCH 29, APRIL 5

MORGANTOWN UTILITY BOARD
Request for Qualifications for Professional Services

The Morgantown Utiity Board (MUB) plans to upgrade and expand certain water, sew-
er, and storm facilties and seeks proposals frorm qualified Engineering Consultats for
lecssmnal Services necessary to provide Consiruction Inspection services for the

osed construction activies, Activiies to be inspected may include but are not
e 10 ComStTuction f water s, water booster statons, water storage tanks,
tank painting, sewer mains, sewage pumping stations, storm mains, and related con-
Siriclion. The curaton of e Conract 15 anicpated 1o be for 2 parod of one year

may be extended for up to fwo additional oneyear periods if mutually agreed to in
writing by both parties. The requested inspection services may be continuous, and/
or may be intermittent “on call, depending on the needs of MUB at various times
throughout the project.

Prospective Consultants must register with MUB by submitting a written Expression
of Interest (EOI), which must be received by MUB no Ialer than 3:00 p.m. April 10,

2024, The EOl may be a one sentence letter, or email, simply expressin ierest i
the project and requesting the detaled Reauest or Qualiications (Ol WU wil i
sue the RFQ document to all prospective Consultants who submit an EOl. The required
procedure includes ubmission of a Statement of Qualifications (SOQ), which must be
received by MUB no later than 3:00 p.m. April 19, 2024. Early submission of the EOI
is strongly Enwuvagei et may be sat as ah amal e Coniatk person below,

EOI should be sent to:

Morgantown Utilty Board
Attn: Richard M. Rogers, PE

. 0. Box
Morgantown, WV 26507-0852
email: rrogers@mub.org

Based upon the review of the SOQ of dach respondent, firms may be invited for
interviews with the selection committee. Said interviews shall be by invitation only.

The evaluation of respondents and the selecton of any (‘onsuhanl 5o chosen will be
conducted on the basis of demonstrated competence ualification for the de-
Scrioe professionalsenvices, n accordance win We g ia Coue Chapter 86, Al
federalcqualopportunty and affirmative action requirements in regard to race, sex,
religion, national origin, Handicap and Vietnam Veteran or
a5 found n 41 CFR 60.1.4,

porated by reference. Morgantown Utiity Board reserves the right to reject any or
all esponses and to waive any informaliy in the evaluation and/or selection thereof.

MORGANTOWN UTILITY BOARD
Morgantown, West Virginia

Michael McNulty
General Manager

11664 MARCH 29, APRIL S, 12

NOTICE OF mrm\' OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT and
PUHLIC SFORMATIONAL WORKEHOF

STATE PROJECT: X3I1-4IPAR-00 23
FEDERAL PROVECT: STRC-2023(3120

MORGANTOWN INDUSTRIAL PARK ACCESS
MONONGALIA COUNTY

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WDOH) will hold a Public Informational ww(

shop to review the Environmental Assessment {EA) on Wedresday Ror il 17, 2024,

o Road, Westover, Morongalis

ustrial Park Access Project.
e

analysis advanced Alternative 3 as the Preferred Alternative because it meets
rofects Purpase and Need and i th least envronmentaly damagig practicble
alternative.

YWDOH and FHIV A vl share project developments with the public and seek com
ments on the Environmental Assessment. No formal Presentation will be made.
The Schecledworkahop i from 5:00 t 8.0 pam-and the putc il b affoded e
opportunity to ask questions and n comments on the project throughout
the meeing. A handout with project details will be available at the meeting and on the
WVDOH Website.

The EA and supporting technical fles.are beng made avalable for public review dur

period on the project website
o anginsering/comment/Fages/HORGANTOWRLINDUST

o tasty aspx.

T?e EA document vill also be available for review at the following local government
offi

Monongalia County Clerk: 243 High Street, Rm 123 Morgantown, WV 26505
(304) 291-7257

antown City Offices: 339 Spruce Street Morgantown, WV 26505
t3041 284-7405

Westover City Hall: 500 DuPont Road Westover, WV 26501 (304) 2966860

Morgantown Public Library: 373 Spruce Street Morgantown, WV 26505
(304) 291-7425

antown Monongalia MPO: 243 High Street Room 026 Morgantown, WV
b (304) 291.9571

Those wishing o fle written comments may send them to Travis Long, Director
Technical Support Division, West Virginia Division of Highways, 1334 Smith Streel,
Charleston, West Virginia 2530 I Visit the WVDOH Website (isted above) for project
information and the opportunity to comment on the project.

Comments concerning the project must be submitted on or before May 17, 2024.

I, upon request, provide

The We Department of Transportation
iliary d servlces necessary

st
reasonabl» accummndallo ns includi
to affor idual sability an equal opportut
aur services, programs and acttes. lease contact us o (S0} 558.3931,
Persons with hearing or spe ents ach al state agencies by
caling (800 98 8772 (volne 0 TOD] or (800) 582-8771 (TbD to voicel, to

free. Public partcipationis solicited withou regard o race, coor, sex, age.

national origin, or disability.
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Display Boards

WELCOME

Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Environmental Assessment
Public Meeting:
Wednesday April 17, 2024

A

US.Department
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Federal Highway
Administration
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Project Timeline
Project Phase Date

Public Informational Workshop October 3,2023

ROW Activities Spring 2024
Environmental Assessment Public Release April 1,2024
Environmental Assessment Public Meeting April 17,2024
Environmental Assessment Comments Due May 17,2024

*Expected Environmental Clearance Summer 2024

*Expected Construction to Begin Winter 2024/Spring 2025

* Dates are aporaximate and subject to change

Comments concerning the project must be submitted by May 17, 2024:

Via Y

hitps:itransportation.we.gaw gk t/PagesMORGANT
OWN.INDUSTRIAL PARK-ACCESS.azpx

v [ﬂ

Via regular mail:
Mr. Travis Long

[:{fretf:t\);, T_eghrgt_:all .Supp;)Hrt. D;:nsmn Scan the QR Code with your mobile
est Virginia Division of Highways e e Ceriads yi the
1334 Smith Street LI o website.
Charleston, WV 25301 Olsatir

or
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Handout

e Meorgantown Industrial Park Access Project
115 Departmani CR45 o U5 119
of Transpariation

Fedenal Highweay
Administration

Environmental Assessment - Public Meeting

Westwood Middle School — 670 River Road
Westover, West Virginia
Wednesday April 17 — 5:00 to 8:00 PM

The West Virginia Drnsion of Highways (WVDOH) 15 conducting 2 public informational workshop to review the
Envircnmental Assessment (EA) for the Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project between CR 45 [River Road)
near Harmony Grove to US 119 (Grafton Road) in Mencngalia County. This meeting complies with the public
involvement reguiremnents of the Nobonal Environmental Palicy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the Notonal
Historic Preservation Act. The EA comment period begins on April 1, 2024 and ends on May 17, 2024

Project Description =

L1
The. project consists of building a -
new road and bridge across the - " 1 ; Susvst Basck
Monongahela River betwesn CR 45 : Hoksi Hisigs o
{River Road) near Harmony Grove to e

e Sy wr

Us 119 (Grafton. Road) in
Morgantown. The purpose of this
project s to  provide the L ST
Morgantown Industrial Park and the it
residents along and south of River
Road (CR 45) Improved access 5 I
across the Monongahela River to US - \

Armeryerbie

L]

Project
Location

Chastival Bidga
Crarsvdla .

Margwe
iealgii

1} Fipassr Beoie

L=}

115 and I-68. The Environmental

Assessment evaluated three build o
alternatives in a Preliminary Impact ™ W R

Analysis.  That analysis adwanced 5
Alternative - 3 as fthe Preferred
Alternative because it meets the

project's Purpose and Need and is
the least environmentzily damaging

practicable alternative. H-}-:_.ﬂ_"dr /ﬁ.,i ; FUT ey
i Cam )

Ceam Bpitimvp

A — o

Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project — Environmental Assessment Public Meeting April 17,
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Preferred Alternative 3

-] Y

Hon Kol e HI.-;.

o

Apnil 17, 2024

Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project — Environmental Assessmant Public Mesting
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Q Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project
LS Bepartment CR 4510 US 119
of Trarsportation

Federal Highway
Acdminis

Tentative Project Schedule

Pubfic informational Workshop - - - sannamsnnaas OCtOBRF 3, 2073

R A INTE RS i caa s it svman s s e 4w s m s s B ms s e s w s v sranmnsnns PLINE 2024
Environmental Assessment Public Release....... PE wraraamnens il 1, - 2024
Environmental Assessment Public Meeting ...... = 2 April 17, 2024
Environmental Assessment Commeants DU ..o mss s s i@y 17, 2024
*Expected Environmental ClearanoB. st s s s s aansnsseeeresesnss SUMMer 2024

*Expected Construction £0 BegiM e mmssssmesississsnsnnisas - . e Winter 2024/ Spring 2025
*Dates are approximate and subject to change

Public Review and Comment

The EA and supporting technical files are being made available for public review during the comment period on the
project website:
https:ftranspotaton.wy govhighwaysiengineenng/commentPagesMORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL-PARK-ACCESS aspx

The EA document will be available for review at the following local government offices:

Monongalia County Clerk| 243 High Street, Rm 123 | Morgantown, W 26505 | (304) 291-7257
Muorgantown City Offices| 289 Spruce Strest] Mergantown, WV 26505 | (304} 234-7305

Westover City Hall| 500 DuPont Road)| Westover, W 26501 | [304) 296-6860

Morgantown Public Library| 373 Spruce Street | Morgantown, W 26505 (304] 291-7425
Morgantown Monongalia MPO| 243 High Street Room 026 | Morgantown, WV 26501 | {304) 2919571

Written comments on the EA can also be provided at any time during the comment period.

Comments concerning the project must be submitted by May 17, 2024 o

Wiritten Comiments: Digital Comments:
M Trawis Long

Director, Technical Support Division
Wiest Wirginia Dvision of Highways
1334 smith Street

Charleston, W 25301

hitps./fransporation.wy. govhighways/engineenng!com-
ment'PagesMORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL-PARK-ACCESS aspx

All comments received at erither of these locadons during the designated comment or at the public heanng will be
considered. These comments will become part of the public record associated with this acton

The West Virginia Deparmment of Transportation will, upon request, provide ressonable sccommodetions induding suxiliary aids and seqvices
necestary to afford an individieat with & dissbility sn =gosl opportunity to participate in our serdices, programs and activites. Plesss oontsct us at
(304} 55B-3931. Perscms with heanng or speech impairments can reach all state sgencies by cafling [BO0} 362-B772 |voice to TD) or [(B00] 982-
EY7L[TDD to voice], toll free. Public pertcipation is soficitad without regard to race, color, sex. age, national origin, or dsability.

Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project — Environmental Assessment Public Meeting April 17, 2024



Morgantown Industrial Access Project — EA Public Meeting - April 17, 2024

DATE:
Mr. Travis Long, Director
Technical Support Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
MEETING DATE: Wednesday April 17, 2024
LOCATION: Westwood Middle School, 670 River Road, Westover, WV
SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING
PROJECT: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project

Monongalia County

COMMENTS DUE BY: Friday May 17, 2024

Please consider the following comments:

{Please print the following information)
MNAME:

ADDRESS:

ORGANIZATION {IF ANYY:

How did vou hear about the Public Informational Workshop?

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our WWVDOH website at:
htips:{iransportation wgowhighwaysiengineenng/cormmentPagesiMORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL -PARK-ACCESS aspx
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Morgentoun  Ipdustnd) fark Awass L4 kble feetmg -7 -2y

PLEASE PRINT

NAME ADDRESS OR EMAIL
Suclnge

?D\M’K& A i LN s

'/7.’5:14 J/,,,ﬂ o PR

n Coonzela c
jﬂ‘Sw "‘;;;JJ

DriLans SLAVEMTEE
TM L(GTCa-'\/
Wewtaat /V fobf‘fmf
J?rhu

2000 ﬂ», z/,u)v/\
Macaw Ceods

ForesT e ydn

\JUG,"\(}\ _TL\{.{‘\ AEUR Tueg-ﬁ,\llv}q,u.ﬁt\
Danelle “Trumble 1&
WARD STONE, T
1 mens M med GC-L.

Sharleye Forfvey
M’ L"_A-:.r_ ! K...U
Duvid Todores?
fhds Lot fclacsen

J

Mo@antan Todudva| Pack AressS €A fble  puhng Y-13-aY

PLEASE PRINT

NAME ADDRESS OR EMAIL

?) : i WY Z
dy O Bour,

Larde Hpopeys
[Sase- Jimenip
CCL&M\Jeﬁmvxéa
C\\r S Mt

) la o] o e i =
M\cwﬂfzizmtﬁv

f' ;.J"\- Lo

{'}'m“\h
by Neh 4
/Afw r’m%(oc
(u_
. a& /1[ £ispn
TO/’A»; )‘T’é)/‘c‘)m
[é/nel L
GRES __EAA R
J? ' JL{ m’t—
Wike _Suttle
Eslon  Lee Siriclend
ﬁr&‘te_u GDQI?
L.mlm
/&ré—e/ Coripres
LO\\ a_ L.)\T_»‘mu:w(

SR ] L

&



Morgantown Industrial Access Project — EA Public Meeting - April 17, 2024

Morganiou  Todushval Park Acesr £4 Qb2 {fwﬁizj 4=13-4
PLEASE PRINT

NAME ADDRESS OR EMAIL

Bon (@binson — S

C‘Bl"-\ ﬁ-a;,fr-;-L

Portan Simpien
, Lev>o
CHR L1365
—‘ib\m. Smerl&ﬂ»
Tohy Gracory
Ko, Caddlai
SlEeve K Te
Wendnprgdden
—To w oo vt .
(- panl” (?)Uf ko
Sumsim Toungoud
GHenn Apnsed
L7 K KLe((—
i S
(1/o [[xce Ve b 4
d\{,\\ ﬁup 75:?\\ \f)
Fhew e\l fans
TonoHaaen FlLan ae
ﬂ"ﬁMg oo, Eﬂ.ﬁj
/ /[ V/4 H,(f._npm"' =

v

(Mocgantoen Sndasirie] fack  Anss  £4- Qe (nethng )33y
PLEASE PRINT

NAME ADDRESS OR EMAIL

Loty haneRss D
(:" a ) AT )LE Hot)
Da-.;.'s ; L f_"i_\-\\!f
el Belioay
“'-Jd'lm-l 5‘3; ﬂ:-.AQ

;_rn »dr{ S’J (4.!(&'{




Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

Appendix C -
Public and Agency Comments and Responses

West Virginia Division of Highways



Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

Appendix C: EA Comments and Responses

Thank you for your comment. A roundabout was considered at this location
and dismissed during the preliminary design phase for the following reasons:

®  Roundabouts have larger footprints and therefore more impacts, that
in this case, would include residential displacements.

®  With 3 adjacent signalized intersections along US 119, coordinated
signalization rather than introduce another intersection type will be
more predictable and consistent for drivers.

®  The high-speed nature of US 119 lends itself less to a roundabout and
reduces some of the safety benefits of roundabouts.

Jeffery Goff
B US 119 would not require reconstruction with a signalized intersection

reducing construction time and cost.

Industrial access is prone to more truck traffic and oversized loads,
which have more difficulty navigating roundabouts.

®  US 119 s in both a horizontal and vertical curve at the location of the
roundabout which would add complexity to the design and likely
extend disturbance limits.

®  Roundabouts are helpful to signal a speed/corridor change to
drivers, which would not be the case here.

B Traffic information indicates signalization will be adequate for the
design year.

Consider a roundabout where Alternative 3 enters US 119. -

Thank you for your feedback.

Vicki Koon
Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately 1.4 miles
downstream of the proposed Preferred Alternative 3’s bridge crossing, the
None of the above. contractor will be required to prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to
1 involves the River Road landslides. prevent a release into the Monongahela River during construction. The spill
2 & 3 by bad intersections and, if fluid leaks into river, shut down or prevention plan will include steps for immediate notification to MUB and
water plant. emergency services in the event of a release to the river during construction.

Make an exit off of I-79. In the event there is a traffic incident or hazardous material release once the

bridge is open to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining

West Virginia Division of Highways 1
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Appendix C: EA Comments and Responses

N

the steps for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023, the
MUB provided its support for the project and noted their requirement for
immediate notification, which has been included on the design plans.

The Harmony Grove Interchange project, sponsored by a private entity (not
WVDOH), is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet state and
federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have Federal
Highway Administration approval. To bring the design up to standard, the
Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require considerably longer
acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would
increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support for
the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

Thank you for your comment. The Morgantown IAP will remove truck traffic

Corey Anderson from River Road, the Westover Bridge, and the City of Morgantown. This will
reduce vehicular and school bus conflicts with truck traffic and reduce
Is this project specifically beneficial to Morgantown area? congestion at key intersections. The residents of Morgantown, Westover, and

those living along River Road will benefit, however, with residents along River
Road and Westover to likely see the greatest advantages.

Frank D. Gmeind| Th‘tamdk you for your comment. Your support for the No Build Alternative is
noted.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

Thank you for accepting public comment input on the subject project. I
recommend the No Build Option. The Environmental Assessment does
not seem to include the “Harmony Grove Interchange Only” as part of
the No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately
serve the privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less
environmental impact on the Morgantown residents that the proposed

bridge over the Monongahela River. The Harmony Grove Interchange project has projected potentially fewer
impacts than the Morgantown IAP, however, the design of the interchange,
The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH), is ongoing. As designed, the

Monongahela River to US 119 and I-68 for residents of Morgantown. The @ interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design standards
and thus does not have Federal Highway Administration approval. To bring the
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resources for the proposed bridge would benefit the Morgantown design up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely
residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining: require considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-
US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont; 79. These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville; however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

WV 7 between Brookhaven and I-68 and US 119;
WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.
WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging advanced through design and construction.
rather than serving the communities through which they pass. They also
present a sorry picture to visitors to our wonderful city.

In the past year, US 19 was beautifully repaved all the way from the PA
state line to Morgantown. It is already deteriorating due to lack of
shoulder maintenance and apparently inadequate design and
construction of roadway edges.

Over a period of approximately 15 to 5 years ago, WV 100 between
Maidsville and US 19 was repaved in 3 stages and was smooth from
end-to-end for the first time in 50 years. Now, it is rapidly returning to
its former poor condition due to poor drainage, poor shoulder
maintenance and heavy truck traffic. The bumps and cracks that I
painfully remember from travelling it frequently for over the past 50
years are all returning, indicating inadequate engineering in the first
place. WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville has been like a
minefield for as long as I can remember.

I encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain the existing infrastructure
before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the
citizens of Morgantown.

Scott Soderholm

I have read the EA published March 2024, and am dismayed at the
waste of money that any of these projects seem to represent. On page
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15, it is stated that the Harmony Grove interchange project was initiated
in 2020. That appears to be the simple and cost-effective solution to
give truck traffic access to MIP and the interstates. None of the
Alternatives include the Harmony Grove interchange as part of their
analysis after that brief mention, and this analysis is woefully
incomplete without an Alternative looking at the Harmony Grove
interchange alone. It appears that Alternative 3 envisions trucks
accessing I-79N by crossing the river on a new bridge, driving 1/4 mile
on Rt. 119, then traveling back along I-68 only to re-cross the river
near where they started in Harmony Grove. Getting to I-79S or I-68E
are a little less ridiculous, but no better with the new bridge project
proposed than they would be with a simple interchange at Harmony
Grove. Why would we spend $72 million on a redundant bridge & road
project that will disrupt traffic in a busy part of town (Rt. 119) and
require closure of our award-winning rail trail system that is used by
many citizens not just for health but also for transportation? The
Harmony Grove interchange alone is sufficient. Put effort into making
that project happen, rather than building a redundant bridge that will be
seen as an expensive mistake once the Harmony Grove interchange is
constructed. At the very least, honesty requires you to evaluate what a
Harmony Grove interchange-only Alternative would cost and what its
impacts would be. Without that analysis, it is clear that you will not
have considered all of your options.

Brian Powell

As shown in the public comments recorded in the EA, the public is
overwhelmingly against this project. I didn't see a single comment
calling for building this project. By WVDOH's own analysis, two-thirds
explicitly opposed the project.

It is troubling to see WVDOH so clearly ignore public

Thank you for your comment.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

The Harmony Grove Interchange project, sponsored by a private entity (not
WVDOH), is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet state and
federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have Federal
Highway Administration approval. To bring the design up to standard, the
Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require considerably longer
acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would
increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the
Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

Thank you for your feedback, your disapproval of the project is noted.
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Mark Brazaitis

April 16, 2024

Dear Mr. Long:

I am writing to express my grave concerns about the proposed bridge
across the Mon River to the Westover Industrial Park. I believe it should
not be built. My concerns are as follows:

Any bridge construction will have adverse effects on recreational use of
the Mon River Rail-Trail, a popular, high-use public greenspace

Increased truck traffic and associated increases in air and noise pollution
will negatively impact residential neighborhoods

Already frequent landslides will increase due to increases in storm water
runoff from non-permeable surfaces

Any short-term benefits of a bridge are outweighed by the long-term
costs to the environment (air and noise pollution; environmental impact
of construction and new structures)

Spending $71 million state tax dollars on a bridge that will primarily
serve a private company shortchanges Mon County taxpayers who
already drive on state roads that are in disrepair

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Mark Brazaitis

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the No Build Alternative is
noted.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the Mon River Rail-Trail
user, temporary closures are needed for protection and safety during bridge
construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-trail, the Mon
River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential closures, including
temporary signage noting the time of closure. Public outreach will be
conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water trail uses are aware of
temporary impacts during construction.

A qualitative Air Quality Analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and its amendments, related Federal regulations, and FHWA
guidance. The assessment indicates that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations. As such, the project does not cause or
contribute to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any
violation, or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) established by the US EPA.

A Preliminary Design Noise Analysis for was conducted in accordance with the
WVDOH’s Statewide Noise Policy (May 26, 2011) and FHWA regulations at 23
CFR 772 for the project. A comparison of predicted existing, future Build, and
future No Build noise levels were analyzed. While decibel levels for two areas
within 500 feet of Preferred Alternative 3 would increase in the future, that
increase relates directly to the traffic on I-79 in 2050 and not the proposed
Morgantown IAP. Noise mitigation was not warranted for this project.
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Thank you for your comment. WVDOH will continue to maintain existing
infrastructure as projects are advanced through design and construction.

Preferred Alternative 3 was chosen in this analysis of three alternatives
Michaela Edwards (Alternatives 1, 2, 3) due to the least harm to:

B Residential, commercial, and industrial land uses

Hello, I am really concerned about the impact this will have on the B EJ communities

residents in the area as well as the_immensely harm_ful impact thi_s will ®  potential Section 4(f)-Protected Caperton Trail
have on the environment. This will increase road noise and negatively " Active USACE Lock and D ;

traffic to the area. Can we not just improve current infrastructure and A e eliel Bl Seii
roads to increase safety instead of letting it continue to deteriorate and ®  Historic Resources
building something new instead? Are there no other solutions? " Archaeological Resources

®  Hazardous Waste Sites

Based on the analysis in the EA, Preferred Alternative 3 is the alternative of
least harm for the Morgantown IPA Project.

Jackson Hurst

I approve and support WVDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park

Access Project. I have reviewed the Environmental Assessment for

WVDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project and I Thank you for your support of the project.
support the findings in the document. I also approve and support the

preferred alternative for WVDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park

Access Project because the preferred alternative will avoid impacts to

the middle and north portion of the Morgantown Industrial Park.

John Nabors Thank you for your comment. A bridge from South University Drive to the
Industrial Park was included in Alternative 1, which was dismissed from
further study for numerous reasons noted in the EA.

How is a bridge from South University Avenue to the industrial park?

Beneficial or cost-effective, it seems to me. Transportation solutions have been studied since 2016 focusing south of

Westover. If an option to the north is viable, consider reaching out to the
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The location for a bridge would be on the North side of town to extend
68 On West and put the off ramp at harmony Grove. It makes no sense
to have 2 bridges within eyesight of each other.

Maria Smith
Mountain Line Transit

If there were interest in the industrial park for public transit service this
bridge would certainly help us access the area and provide meaningful
service through the area. It is not likely that any of our routes will
change when the bridge opens but it will allow us faster entry to that
part of the county. We may use this as a means to bypass downtown
traffic and begin our service on Rt 4 Orange Line and for our
MicroTransit service.

Austin Bartgis

maybe before spending 80 million on a bridge how about use that
money for completely re paving roads like across the westover bridge all
the way to Collasantes or from pizza hut in South Park to the end of
Walnut St. by the Sheriff’s station or all of Spruce and High St. as well!
Perhaps stop allowing the dump trucks that come from sabraton to cut
through downtown which ruins the roads!!!

Charles Harris

Attended the April 17 meeting to learn about this project and ask
questions. The description of Alternative 3 was clearly explained from
both an environmental and engineering perspective. After consideration
of the location and cost of the project I would favor the NO BUILD
alternative. The interchange at Harmony Grove would accomplish the
same thing at a lower cost. The DOH could put some of this money

Morgantown Monongahela Metropolitan Planning Organization (MMMPO) to
have such an option evaluated.

Thank you for sharing this information about possible future transit
opportunities and confirming that Preferred Alternative 3 will not impact any
existing transit routes.

Thank you for your comment. WVDOH will continue to maintain existing
infrastructure as projects are advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your comment. It was established early in the transportation
development process that the Morgantown IAP had logical termini and
independent utility making it a stand-alone project. While both the Harmony
Grove Interchange and Morgantown IAP are located in the same vicinity, each
project has its own logical termini, independent utility, and purpose and need,
therefore the Harmony Grove Interchange was not analyzed in the
Morgantown IAP EA.
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towards fixing our existing roads, and learning how to fill potholes
smoothly.

I spoke with the environmental consultant who is also involved in
Corridor H, whose construction near the Blackwater River would cause
damage to this important trout stream. My suggestion here is to GO
NORTH to avoid the Blackwater. This was the same suggestion made
years ago when Corridor H was forced to alter its course to avoid
damaging of the trout streams along Rte. 33.

Catherine Fonseca

I am not in support of this bridge's proposed location. This would be
more universally beneficial if it directly connected Greenbag Road at the
Grafton junction, rather than only Grafton Rd. That would allow for
greater benefit to Morgantown residents, since it could direct truck
traffic away from residential areas. It would also see more use by
residents themselves, rather than creating another inefficient route
skirting the city. Otherwise, this is only benefiting a single company
without doing much for county residents.

Parker Grimes

As a lifelong resident of the Morgantown area and one who resides and
travels River Road on a daily basis my primary support would be for the
Harmony Grove interchange that would limit the need for any truck
traffic on River Road and would significantly reduce the truck traffic
through Westover. I see benefit of having another access to the
industrial park as is presented with the proposed bridge to Rail Street.
My concern is, would that access from I68 truly limit truck traffic

The Harmony Grove Interchange project has projected potentially fewer
impacts than the Morgantown IAP, however, the design of the interchange,
sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH), is ongoing. As designed, the
interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design standards
and thus does not have Federal Highway Administration approval. To bring the
design up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely
require considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-
79. These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your comment. The alternative that intersected with Greenbag
Road (Alternative 2) was dismissed due to the proximity to the surface water
intake, and impacts to Environmental Justice populations, displacements, and
historic resources. Additionally, Alternative 2 was dropped from further study
by the MMMPO and WVDOH due to the bridge elevation, disruption to MIPs
internal roadway network, and impacts to MIP tenants.

Thank you for your comment. It was established early in the transportation
development process that the Morgantown IAP had logical termini and
independent utility making it a stand-alone project. While both the Harmony
Grove Interchange and Morgantown IAP are located in the same vicinity, each
project has its own logical termini, independent utility, and purpose and need,
therefore the Harmony Grove Interchange was not analyzed in the
Morgantown IAP EA.

The design of the interchange is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH)
and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet state and federal
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highway safety design standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To
bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will
likely require considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on
mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts,
and cost; however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

through Westover with trucks continuing to get off of the Westover from
179 to access the industrial park. The Harmony Grove interchange
allows for much better access to the interstate for residents and
businesses in that area. The bridge to rail street does not serve the
same purpose.

Arthur Diefenbach

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THE NEW BRIDGE!
It will result in increased air pollution:

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out
of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air
pollution in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.

It will endanger morgantown water supply:

The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott
Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and
upstream from, the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a
risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to
the chemical plant or finished products from the chemical plant.

It will result in landslides which could close Route 73 and the rail trail:

The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to
landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of
thousands to clean up. Increasing stormwater issues by changing
drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown
Road (Route 73) and the Mon River Rail-Trail.

Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in
construction area, other bridge construction in the state close the rail-

Thank you for your feedback.

A qualitative Air Quality Analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and its amendments, related Federal regulations, and FHWA
guidance. The assessment indicates that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations. As such, the project does not cause or
contribute to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any
violation, or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) established by the US EPA.

Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately 1.4 miles
downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor will be required to
prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to prevent a release into the
Monongahela River during construction. The spill prevention plan will include
steps for immediate notification to MUB and emergency services in the event
of a release to the river during construction.

Several standard measures will be put in place to reduce potential impacts to
the river and its water quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation
Pollution Control Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize
sedimentation and maintain water quality during construction. In the event
there is a traffic incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is
open to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the steps
for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023, the MUB
provided its support of the project and noted their requirement for immediate
notification, which has been included on the design plans.
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trail in the construction zone for years while it is being built, the
Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-
Trail is still closed 5 years and counting. The Mon Rail Trail is one of the
Premier recreational attractions in the state!

I recommend the No Build Option. The Environmental Assessment does
not seem to include the "Harmony Grove Interchange Only" as part of
the No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately
serve the privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less
environmental impact on Morgantown residents than the proposed
Bridge over the Monongahela River.

The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the
Monongahela River to US 119 and I-68 for residents of Morgantown.
The resources for the proposed bridge would benefit Morgantown
residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining:

®  US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont - the section in
Westover is like a war zone it is so bad

B CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville;

® WV 7 from E. Brockway to S. Walnut street in Morgantown is in
terrible condition and I avoid it

® WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.

All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging
rather than serving the communities through which they pass. They
also present a sorry picture to visitors to our wonderful city.

I encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure

before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the
citizens of Morgantown.

Patricia Diefenbach

Geotechnical studies have been completed for the project and landslide
concerns will continue to be evaluated to prevent or mitigate landsides
throughout the project area.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the rail-trail user,
temporary closures are needed for protection and safety during bridge
construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-trail, the Mon
River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential closures, including
temporary signage noting the time of closure. Public outreach will be
conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water trail uses are aware of
temporary impacts during construction.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your feedback.
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I STRONGLY OPPOSE THE NEW BRIDGE!

It will result in increased air pollution:

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out
of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air
pollution in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.

It will endanger Morgantown’s water supply:

The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott
Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and
upstream from, the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a
risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to
the chemical plant or finished products from the chemical plant.

It will result in landslides which could close Route 73 and the rail trail:

The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to
landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of
thousands to clean up. Increasing stormwater issues by changing
drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown
Road (Route 73) and the Mon River Rail-Trail.

Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in
construction area, other bridge construction in the state close the rail-
trail in the construction zone for years while it is being built, the
Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-
Trail is still closed 5 years and counting. The Mon Rail Trail is one of the
Premier recreational attractions in the state!

I recommend the No Build Option. The Environmental Assessment does
not seem to include the "Harmony Grove Interchange Only" as part of

A qualitative Air Quality Analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and its amendments, related Federal regulations, and FHWA
guidance. The assessment indicates that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations. As such, the project does not cause or
contribute to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any
violation, or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) established by the US EPA.

Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately 1.4 miles
downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor will be required to
prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to prevent a release into the
Monongahela River during construction. The spill prevention plan will include
steps for immediate notification to MUB and emergency services in the event
of a release to the river during construction.

Several standard measures will be put in place to reduce potential impacts to
the river and its water quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation
Pollution Control Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize
sedimentation and maintain water quality during construction. In the event
there is a traffic incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is
open to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the steps
for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023, the MUB
provided its support of the project and noted their requirement for immediate
notification, which has been included on the design plans.

Geotechnical studies have been completed for the project and landslide
concerns will continue to be evaluated to prevent or mitigate landsides
throughout the project area.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the rail-trail user,
temporary closures are needed for protection and safety during bridge
construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-trail, the Mon
River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential closures, including
temporary signage noting the time of closure. Public outreach will be
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the No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately
serve the privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less
environmental impact on Morgantown residents than the proposed
Bridge over the Monongahela River.

The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the
Monongahela River to US 119 and I-68 for residents of Morgantown.
The resources for the proposed bridge would benefit Morgantown
residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining:

®  US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont - the section in
Westover is like a war zone it is so bad

®  CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville;

® WV 7 from E. Brockway to S. Walnut street in Morgantown is in
terrible condition and I avoid it

® WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.

All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging
rather than serving the communities through which they pass. They
also present a sorry picture to visitors to our wonderful city.

I encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure
before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the
citizens of Morgantown.

Sharlene Fornei

1) Will we be able to have garbage service and paper delivery?

2) If there is to be a drainage system next to the larger Hickory
tree the root system goes under the corner of our building and
under the road. Also, we have a drainage pipe from the front of
our building.

conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water trail uses are aware of
temporary impacts during construction.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your concerns.

1) Existing garbage and paper delivery services should not be affected by
Preferred Alternative 3.

2) Drainage concerns will be shared with the project’s design staff for
further consideration as the project progresses.

3) The work required along Master Graphics Road in this area will not
affect the existing gas line to your property. Should the design
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3) Will there be changes to the current gas lines connected to our necessitate utility interruptions or replacement, you would be
property? contacted by the WVDOH prior to the start of any work.

4) Will all vegetation be removed thus raising the noise level from 4) Only vegetation within the proposed roadway work limit of disturbance
the raised road? Is there a planned barrier? will be removed. Based on the current design, approximately 20 feet

outside the existing roadway right-of-way may be affected along your
property. During the right-of-way process, WVDOH will discuss the
required impacts and negotiate payment for that property.

A comparison of predicted existing, future Build, and future No Build
noise levels were analyzed. While decibel levels for two areas within
500 feet of Preferred Alternative 3 would increase in the future, those
increases relate directly to the traffic on I-79 in 2050 and not the
proposed Morgantown IAP; therefore, noise mitigation was not
warranted.

Madison Muilenburi

As a team member at Mountaintop Beverage, we are in support of this Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
project so we can continue to expand our business!

Beth Pratt

As a team member at Mountaintop Beverage, I am in complete support

of the bridge project in the Morgantown Industrial Park. This will allow

us to continue to grow our business and provide strong paying careers

for even more members in the communities where we live and work. Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
Minimizing the truck traffic will also provide less disruption to those who

live in the Westover area.
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Doui Janzi

Fully support new bridge for access and job creation in WV. We have a

terrific workforce and ready to grow the business in the future. The site

access is terrible. River Road is absolutely a travesty and doesn’t show

well when we bring customers from across the country. Soon 19 in

westover is closing for repair and recently we had one way in and out as | Thank you for your comment. Your concerns related to River Road and
river road due to flooding and slides is routinely shut down. The support for the project have been noted.
business can’t grow without better access for our customers to pick up

their products. Routinely independent third party carriers get turned

around and or go wrong way creating bottlenecks and issues. The

bridge will be another place for nesting and wildlife such as the

peregrine falcons on the 79 bridge. Lets Go! Time to move forward

Morgantown and WV

Hannah Matthews

I, Hannah Matthews, support the bridge project to enhance access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Bob Milvet

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Bob Milvet, support the bridge project to enhance access to the

Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by

further promoting local business growth.
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Susan Kucish

I, Susan Kucish support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industry Park.

Lee Cross

I, Lee Cross, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

John Armbrester

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, John Armbrester, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Cindy Hall

I, Cindy Hall, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will not only benefit the people
of Morgantown but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting
local business growth.

Chad McGuire
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I Chad McGuire support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Terri Stottlem ier

I Terri Stottlemyer support the bridge project to enhance the access to
the Morgantown Industrial park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of WV by further
promoting local business growth.

Sherri Grim

I Sherri Grim, support the bridge project to enhance the access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County, but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Douilass Allard

I support the bridge project to enhance the business at the Morgantown
industrial park.

Marc Helmick

I, Marc Helmick, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Ami Gibson

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Amy Gibson, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Daniel Bloom

I, Daniel R Plume, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Jennifer Cook

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Jennifer Cook, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Colin Goodrich

The bridge is desperately needed to control traffic through town. There
are now twice as many, if not more of trucks and the businesses

needing trucks continue to grow in the industrial park. So our fear is Thank you for your comment. Your concern related to truck traffic and support
this is only getting worse by the day. There are safety hazards as well for the project have been noted.

with all the truck traffic on the roads in town. and truck traffic by

schools.
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Euienia Marcelli

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Eugenia Marcelli, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Jefferi Sokal

I am very supportive of the project to add a bridge to improve access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park and the positive economic impact it will
have on the local community and the State.

Sherri Walker

I support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Mon
County, but also the state of WV by further promoting local business
growth. There are lots of businesses in the Industrial Park and
currently, the only viable way to get to them is via River Road (which is
narrow and dangerous) or through Westover via DuPont Road. Thank
you!

Peter Jantzi

I, Peter Jantzi, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your concerns related to River Road and
support for the project have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Tina Sinsel

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Tina Sinsel, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Haylee Swinchock

|

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Haylee Swinchock, support the bridge project to enhance access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the

residents of Monongalia County, but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Travis Miller

I, Travis Miller, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Kurt Johnson

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Kurt Johnson, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth. This will allow our team to
expand and reach our true potential!

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Nick Hariold

This project is an absolutely waste of money that will benefit nobody
except a couple businesses that had no business being built where they
are. This will disturpt downtown Morgantown and have adverse imapcts
on home values in First Ward. An exit off river run would satisfy this
need and have a minimal affect on this community. Morgantown is
already being destroyed by Greer Quarry's trucks, with no support from
the state to recify the issue. I and the overwhelming majority of
Morgantown residents vehemently oppose this development and the
people proposing this initiative need to be audited to determine their
personal benefit from pushing this forward.

Elii'ah Romine

This seems like a useless bridge. What is the point of spending this
much money when you could simply connect the industrial park to the
interstate? Who's getting paid for this waste?

This project makes no sense and is a massive waste of money. This is a

useless bridge to help rich people increase their property value. Anyone
involved in this is a parasite on society

David K

Do not build this. We have much more pressing matters in this county
and city than wasting money on a kickback project.

Marvin Davis

Thank you for you feedback. Alternative 3 was advanced due to the fewest
impacts to residents and the environment, especially the First Ward (since this
alternative does not affect that neighborhood as Alternative 1 did).

The Harmony Grove interchange is still under consideration; however, as
designed, the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety
design standards and thus does not have Federal Highway Administration
approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange
design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and deceleration
lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the project footprint,
impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange
is noted.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

Thank you for your feedback, your disapproval of the project is noted.

Thank you for your feedback, your disapproval of the project is noted.

Thank you for your comment. The design of the Harmony Grove interchange
is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed,
the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
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I do not support this bridge and believe it to be a gross use of public
funds when they should be directed at the Harmony Grove interchange,
the Exit 155 interchange, paving of the cratered, poor roadways across
Monongalia County, or a host of other projects that make more sense. I
refuse to believe a bridge providing benefit to only one company and a
few stakeholders is a better investment than any of what I listed.

Leo Cervallos

I'm very concerned by the high price tag of this project, especially for a
bridge that nobody seems to want. I believe this funding can be better
spent elsewhere.

Tim Reinolds

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Tim Reynolds, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Rian Draionir

I fail to see how spending $80 million dollars on a bridge is smart when

the possibility of an additional interchange is possible in the near future.

Especially when there appears to be a lot of infrastructure projects
around the state that could use $80 million.

standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design up to
standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your comment. Your concerns for the project have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. The design of the Harmony Grove interchange
is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed,
the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design up to
standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.
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WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your comment. The design of the Harmony Grove interchange
Ian Bird is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed,
| the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design up to
standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

The new interchange should be prioritized and accelerated in place of
this project. This bridge will only further strain already limited
resources.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Parker Morian
Preferred Alternative 3 would remove truck traffic from local roads including

This project is a gross misuse of funds that we need to focus onto roads with subsidence issues and school bus conflicts.

repairing existing roads and providing faster alternatives to get trucks A Preliminary Design Noise Analysis for was conducted in accordance with the
OFF OF residential access roads like Holland Ave. The noise pollution WVDOH’s Statewide Noise Policy and FHWA regulations at 23 CFR 772 for the
coming off the Monongalia from only one bridge is already ridiculous, project. A comparison of predicted existing, future Build, and future No Build
please do not provide more reasons for heavy truck traffic to barrel noise levels were analyzed. While decibel levels for two areas within 500 feet
through. of Preferred Alternative 3 would increase in the future, that increase relates

directly to the traffic on I-79 in 2050 and not the proposed Morgantown IAP.
Noise mitigation was not warranted for this project.

Mark Rockwell

I think that this would be a great step forward until the exit is built.

This will reduce town large truck traffic and also help alleviate additional = Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
traffic congestion for the cities. It will also reduce the traffic on the

problem riddled River Road.
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Kevin Griffith

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Kevin Griffith, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Brian Simpson

|

I fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further
promoting local business growth.

Jaime Simpson

|

I fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further
promoting local business growth.

James Simpson

|

I fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further
promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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I fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further
promoting local business growth.

Lexi Simpson

I fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further
promoting local business growth.

Craig Jantzi

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Craig Jantzi, fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. It's imperative with large brands delivery
access and their impressions of making it easier to do business in West
Virginia, which will lead to more expansions. This project will benefit
not only the residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West
Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Michael Liiuori

I approve of this bridge being built. There are too many trucks that can
slow traffic down in our residential areas. This will allow the trucks to
safely get to the interstates.

Response

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Steve Aversa

River Road needs to re-paved (it's in horrible condition) and with the
Truck Traffic going thru Westover it's just a matter of time before those
roads start looking bad; this planned new access road will help. Also a
Exit off 79 straight to plant would also help traffic issues in Westover

Jeff Darnell

There needs to be better access to Morgantown Industrial Park because
River Road is unreliable with frequent landslides and it's narrow. Also
with other businesses coming the amount of road traffic through
Westover will tax the roads there.

Raymond Frankhouser

I Raymond Frankhouser support the bridge project to enhance access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Paul Curtis

I Paul Curtis support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your concern for the condition of River Road
and support for the project have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Neil McKniiht

I Neil McKnight support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth

Wi”iii Viniili

The Environmental Assessment for the planned road connecting the
Mountaintop Beverage plant and Morgantown Industrial Park (MB & MIP)
in general to I-68 appears to address traffic and environmental issues
well.

There are background issues which I have not found covered in the
planning.

The first is the accommodation of driver's needs along the route.

I have seen nothing which indicates that MB & IMP provide, or plan to
provide, facilities for the rest, sanitation, and food needs of drivers. I
have seen mornings on which truckers using the I-79 rest areas north
and south of Morgantown have spilled out on to the ramps and auto
parking. I will also point out that there is no food service in such
facilities. On the I-68 routing I am not aware of significant truck support
facliities until well into Maryland, and while the Welcome Centers at the
WV-MD line provide restrooms there is limited parking. We do not have
the facilities which truckers serving us need within our area.

The new bridge and road will bring potentially major traffic challenges
within our community.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your feedback on the EA.

The proposed road and bridge project is designed to utilize the already
existing Rail Street prior to crossing the Monongahela River, with a connection
along Smithtown Road prior to intersecting with US 119. The total length is
under 3 miles. It is expected that this short connection would not require
additional facilities. Equally, to minimize impacts and provide the highest
benefit, such facilities tend to be located on major interstates rather than local
roads.

Once the new road and bridge are in operation, the WV DOH/DOT may
reconsider detour and emergency routes due to the new access points. Your
concern related to additional bypass routes and a prescribed plan by WVDOH
during those events is noted.
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We can expect the new bridge and road through MIP to become a by-
pass route between I-68 and I-79 in case of restrictions on I-68
between the US 119 and Mile 0 exits, Uffington Bridge repairs or
replacement on I-79, or an accident on I-79 such as the one which
recently shut down I-79 for several hours. This could result in hundreds
of vehicles being re-routed through Westover via the DuPont Road.
Through Al, traffic may also be re-routed to I-79 at Star City via
Beechurst. While this bypass routing is overall a positive contribution to
emergency traffic flow in the area, we should have clearly defined
procedures in place.

Terry Nicholson

I, Terry Nicholson, fully support the bridge project to enhance access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Jeremy Davis

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Jeremy Davis, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Loian Elliott

I, Logan Elliott, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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John Moats

Would be great for the business park. As well as for the safety of the
community of Westover. Never know if River Road is open or close

JoNell Strough

I support the "NO BUILD" option. The proposed bridge will become
superfluous when the Harmony Grove interchange is completed.
Construction of the proposed bridge will disrupt the community and
have detrimental consequences for the rail-trail.

Daniel Deal

I think this bridge will greatly help business growth in Morgantown. It
will also benefit the residents of Harmony grove as well as those who
live on Smithtown Rd who have to use the Smithtown/Don Knotts Blvd
intersection

Adam Raese

The proposed route will become redundant and a “bridge to nowhere”
once the highway interchange is completed. It seems a very large

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. The design of the Harmony Grove interchange
is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed,
the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design up to
standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

Preferred Alternative 3 was advanced due to its minimal impacts to the
community (unlike Alternative 1 along River Road); therefore, community
impacts should be minimal. Similarly, the rail-trail will not be permanently
impacted by the project; however short-term closures will be required for
safety throughout construction, with prior notification.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. The design of the Harmony Grove interchange
is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed,
the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design up to
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expense for a temporary solution, something that could be invested
elsewhere, either the Altl route or repairs to river road, to provide more
benefit to this area.

Christiann Abildso

In the Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
current LRTP, a southern Mon River Bridge (project C10) is scored as
the <second lowest priority> on the entire list, tied with Dug Hill Road
Improvements for 98th out of 100 projects. That alone, shows there is
no public support for providing this bridge IN ADDITION to the new
interchange. The cost is far too high (and still a low-ball estimate at
$70-80 million). It will provide almost no benefit in relieving traffic
congestion to the industrial park when considering it along with the new
Harmony Grove interchange.

The bridge will also likely have major deleterious effects on Smithtown
Road because of the proposed interchange from the bridge with
Smithtown. Trucks could more easily use Smithtown (without multiple
signalized intersections) to head south on I79 than by taking the bridge
to 119, then 168 & I79. Smithtown Road is already starting to
deteriorate and cause negative issues to down the hill to the rail-trail
and river. This would exacerbate that.

The governor has a financial stake in the industrial park that should not
be overlooked. There are 97 other community priorities that should be
funded before this bridge is considered. It is a maintenance expense
albatross that will burden transportation dollars in perpetuity.

standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

Alternative 1 had the highest impacts to the community and the environment
and was therefore not advanced for further consideration. Similarly,
substantial improvements to River Road would have considerable impacts to
the community as well.

Thank you for your feedback. Since the completion of the WVDOH Design
Study (2023) analyzing the bridge crossing locations (Alternatives 1, 2, 3),
the MMMPO produced a memo reviewing Alternatives 1 and 3. The MMMPO
and WVDOH recommended dropping Alternative 2 from consideration due to
bridge elevation and impacts to the MIP road network. Alternative 3 was
recommended to the MMMPO Policy Board for advancement. At their August
meeting, the Policy Board unanimously recommended that WVDOH advance
Alternative 3 for further study. While this does not evaluate the bridge against
other local projects, it illustrates the MMMPQ's support for the project.

Geotechnical studies have been completed for the project and landslide
concerns will continue to be evaluated to prevent or mitigate landsides
throughout the project area, including along the Rail-Trail and Smithtown
Road.

Your concerns related to other local priorities and long-term maintenance
expenses of this project are noted.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the rail-trail user,
temporary closures are needed for protection and safety during bridge
construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-trail, the Mon
River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential closures, including
temporary signage noting the time of closure. Public outreach will be
conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water trail uses are aware of
temporary impacts during construction.
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Construction will shut down the rail-trail running beneath it, exacerbate
existing landslides and create new landslides in that area, further
harming the rail-trail, a much more important community asset than a
bridge or an industrial park. Please, slow down. Wait to see if the FHWA
approves the interchange. If they don't, then start the process on other
alternatives, including this bridge.

Michael Jones

I oppose the bridge and believe there should be the Harmony Grove
interchange ONLY!

The EA does include the "No Build" alternative, as required by NEPA.
The analysis does not include the "Harmony Grove interchange Only" as
part of the No Build analysis. For example, the traffic analysis
apparently assumes all trucks to the Industrial Park will use the bridge,
not the interchange. The air quality analysis concludes there would be
no impacts, nor is there an energy analysis or analysis of greenhouse
gas emissions.

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out
of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air
pollution in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.
The Harmony Grove Interchange will provide adequate access, shorter
access in most cases, and very much cheaper access. Bridge
construction will also facilitate landslides and exposed soils, resulting in
erosion and sediment into the Mon River. A short email from you could
make a lot of difference in these options. The Governor wants to build
both a new Interchange AND a new bridge. $80 million of public funds
could be better spent on other projects in West Virginia than a bridge to
basically serve one private company in a private industrial park.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

Thank you for your comment.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

A qualitative Air Quality Analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and its amendments, related Federal regulations, and FHWA
guidance. The assessment indicates that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations. As such, the project does not cause or
contribute to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any
violation, or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) established by the US EPA.

In response to your concerns:

1) The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a
private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing, not approved or under
construction. As designed, the interchange does not meet state and
federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony
Grove Interchange design will likely require considerably longer
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Reasons I am opposed:

1) bridge estimated to cost $70-$82 million will be redundant once the
Harmony Grove Interchange (estimate is $42 million) is built. It would
provide no more positive impact than the Harmony Grove Interchange
currently being built and will come at great expense.

2) The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling
potential contaminants to and from the industrial park.

3) In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within
five hours flow time of MUB’s intake "be it along the Monongahela River
or one of its tributaries” is considered inside the zone of critical concern.
McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is mere minutes
from MUBs water treatment plant.

4) Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in
construction area. HOWEVER,, other bridge construction in the state
close the rail-trail in the construction zone for years while it is being
built, the Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke
Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed 5 years and counting.

5) I do not know if the bridge design is to include piers in the river. 1
believe the Corps and U.S. Coast Guard would both prefer less piers in
navigable rivers that can be hit- leading to damage and possible
collapse of the bridge and possible loss of life with it. Impoundments in
our precious WV waterways should be avoided at all costs.

It does not make economic sense to build this bridge. It harms the
environment. An alternative is already being planned. NO to the Bridge.

Thank you
Michael Jones

acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These
extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.
The MIP is a well-established industrial park that has been in
operation for decades involving hazardous materials. The bridge will
not change the previous uses or future uses in the industrial park.
With an alternate route, less potential contaminants will be required to
travel through neighborhoods in Westover and Morgantown.

Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately
1.4 miles downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor
will be required to prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to
prevent a release into the Monongahela River during construction. The
spill prevention plan will include steps for immediate notification to
MUB and emergency services in the event of a release to the river
during construction. Additionally, several standard measures will be
put in place to reduce potential impacts to the river and its water
quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution Control
Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize sedimentation and
maintain water quality during construction. In the event there is a
traffic incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is open
to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the
steps for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023,
the MUB provided its support of the project and noted their
requirement for immediate notification, which has been included on
the design plans.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the rail-trail
user, temporary closures are needed for protection and safety during
bridge construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-
trail, the Mon River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential
closures, including temporary signage noting the time of closure.
Public outreach will be conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water
trail uses are aware of temporary impacts during construction.

Per the EA "WVDOH and the project design team initiated coordination
with the U.S. Coast Guard Bridge Program in July 2023 as part of the
bridge engineering design. ... The bridge structure associated with
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Matt Calvert
|

Subject: Morgantown Industrial Park access project, Mon County

I support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. This project will benefit the area of Morgantown as well
as the entire state of West Virginia by promoting local business growth.

Barb Howe

I am opposed to building a bridge for all the reasons that the Mon Valley
Clean Air Coalition, MUB, and others address.

The Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition (MVCAC) is concerned about any of
the alternatives involving a bridge over the Mon River. Here is their
summary:

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out
of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air
pollution in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.

Preferred Alternative 3 will have no permanent impacts on the
navigability of the Monongahela River. The proposed bridge has been
designed to more than satisfy USCG’s minimum clearances. The
proposed bridge design will provide 169 feet of vertical clearance
(USCG required 48 feet) over the river’s normal pool elevation and
457 feet of horizontal clearance (USCG required 350 feet) across the
navigation channel between the bridge’s two instream piers. The
proposed bridge’s horizontal clearance will approximately match the
nearby I-79 structure and the proposed piers will be located in the
shallower portions of the channel near the banks, leaving the deeper
navigable portion unobstructed.”

Your concerns and disapproval for the bridge have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your feedback.

A qualitative Air Quality Analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and its amendments, related Federal regulations, and FHWA
guidance. The assessment indicates that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations. As such, the project does not cause or
contribute to a new violation, increase the frequency or severity of any
violation, or delay timely attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) established by the US EPA.

In response to your concerns:

West Virginia Division of Highways

32



Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

Appendix C: EA Comments and Responses

R

The Harmony Grove Interchange will provide adequate access, shorter
access in most cases, and very much cheaper access.

1) The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a
private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the
interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety design
standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design
up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely
require considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on
mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the project footprint,
impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony Grove
Interchange is noted.

2) Alternative 1 was not advanced for further consideration.

3) Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately
1.4 miles downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor
will be required to prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to
prevent a release into the Monongahela River during construction. The
spill prevention plan will include steps for immediate notification to
MUB and emergency services in the event of a release to the river
during construction. Additionally, several standard measures will be
put in place to reduce potential impacts to the river and its water
quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution Control
Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize sedimentation and
maintain water quality during construction. In the event there is a
traffic incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is open
to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the
steps for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023,
the MUB provided its support of the project and noted their
requirement for immediate notification, which has been included on
the design plans.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10 4) Geote_chnlcal studles_have t_)een completed for the project and .

letter to the DOH. Iands!lde concerns will contlnye to be e_valuat_ed to prevent or mltlgate

landsides throughout the project area, including along the Rail-Trail
and Smithtown Road. Additionally, an Erosion & Sedimentation

Pollution Control Plan and Stormwater Management Plan will be in

place during construction to minimize runoff and possible subsidence

issues.

The Morgantown Dominion Post has also questioned the need for a
bridge as a short-term solution until the interchange is built.

Other reasons:
1) bridge will be redundant once the Harmony Grove Interchange is
built at less expense.t expense.

2) Alternative 1 will add truck traffic noise and air pollution to the Mon
Valley and most directly impact the adjacent First Ward and Wharf
District neighborhoods and businesses.

3) The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott
Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and
upstream from, the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a
risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to
the chemical plant or finished products from the chemical plant.

More from MUB article on October 22, 2023

The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as
Alternative 3, would connect to U.S. 119 near Scott Avenue, include a
multi-span bridge across the river and tie into an improved Rail Street,
which is part of the industrial parks existing street network. That would
put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5 miles, from MUBs
primary drinking water intake.

We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant
sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million
gallons of source water our treatment plant processes on a daily basis,
McNulty explained, noting significant care must be taken during
construction to prevent river contamination.

West Virginia Division of Highways 33



Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

Appendix C: EA Comments and Responses

R T ——

Your concerns and disapproval for the bridge have been noted.

The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling
potential contaminants to and from the industrial park.

A spill event on or near the proposed bridge poses a significant risk of
contaminating the publics drinking water supply given the proximity and
quick travel time to our intake, McNulty wrote.

In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within
five hours flow time of MUBs intake” be it along the Monongahela River
or one of its tributaries” is considered inside the zone of critical concern.
McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is mere minutes
from MUBs water treatment plant.

4) The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to
landslides. Increasing stormwater issues by changing drainage in this
area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown Road (Route 73)
and the very popular Mon River Rail-Trail.

What happens when there is a hazardous material incident on the bridge
as a result of an accident or from a fuel leak from a vehicle? How likely
is it that toxic materials could fall into the river and pollute the water?

Thank you for considering these comments and those of others opposed
to this bridge that seems designed to just serve one company at great
public expense.

Mike Breidin
I Thank you for your commen.

The No Build was considered as part of the EA process and was not advanced
as the preferred alternative because it did not meet the purpose and need of
the project.

I think there should be a "No Build" option. A Harmony Grove exit off of
I-79 would be more cost effective and less disruptive than a new bridge
over the Mon River.

If the new bridge is the chosen option, keeping the Mon River Rail-Trail It was established early in the transportation development process that the
open during ALL phases of planning and construction should be included Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
in the planning and construction process. alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
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IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

Mike Caputo

]
Dear Mr. Long,

I write in support of the proposed road and bridge between CR 45 and
US 119 (River Road near Harmony Grove to Grafton Road). This road
would grant increased and much-needed access to Morgantown
Industrial Park, where Mountaintop Beverage and the WVU Hospital
Warehouse are both located. Both of those facilities will have significant
shipping and employee traffic, and increasing access to the Industrial
Park will ease the minds of both industry and employees. Right now, if
traffic gets bad or there is a wreck, there aren’t many ways to get into
or out of the Park. River Road is not suitable for large trucks.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

Understanding that safety is key to the enjoyment of the rail-trail user,
temporary closures are needed for pedestrian protection and safety during
bridge construction. While no permanent impacts will occur to the rail-trail,
the Mon River Trails Conservancy will be made aware of potential closures,
including temporary signage noting the time of closure. Public outreach will be
conducted to ensure rail-trail users and water trail uses are aware of
temporary impacts during construction.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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I believe that the proposed bridge will be a boon to the local area and
continue the investments and developments the county, state, and
federal governments have put into the Park.

Thank you for allowing me to file these comments.
Sincerely,
Mike Caputo

Sean P. Sikorai Counti Commissioners

Dean Mr. Long:

On behalf of the Monongalia County Commission, I am writing to
express our support for the Morgantown Industrial Park Access Bridge
Project.

As predicted, Mountaintop Beverage is in the process of ramping up

shipping volumes which, combined with projected growth of the

Morgantown Industrial Park over the next five years and the continued Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
deterioration of River Road, the access, in the addition to the Harmony

Grove Interchange is crucial in fulfilling a need for alternative routes to

this area for our residents and business community.

I-79 Exit 152 is already exceeding capacity and additional infrastructure
is critical to address the traffic burden in that area as well as improving
access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. Furthermore, the current
Dupont Road/River Road area is home to two public schools which, in
the event of an emergency, lacks critical ingress/egress given the
existing traffic.
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Thank you for your consider in this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact our office if you have any questions or if we can be of further
assistance.

Warmest Regards

Sean P. Sikora

President

Monongalia County Commission

Bill Bissett, Ed.D.
Manufacturers Association

Dear Mr. Long:

My name is Bill Bissett and I serve as the President of the West Virginia
Manufacturers Association (WVMA), which was formed in 1915 to
advance the interests of the manufacturing industry in West Virginia.
Through policy advocacy and issue mobilization, the WVMA works to
retain existing and attract new manufacturing to the Mountain State. I
am writing to you on behalf of one of our newer members, Mountaintop
Beverage LLC.

As you may know, Mountaintop Beverage is a great economic success
story, which is located in Morgantown. It is now fully operational, and its
leadership team is evaluating plans to expand their production. That
said, the current transportation infrastructure is inadequate to meet its
current demands thus putting any future expansion plans in jeopardy.
With additional growth at Mountaintop Beverage on the near horizon,
this infrastructure expansion has become an urgent need.

In both the delivery of raw materials to their facility and the outflow of
finished product, current and future truck traffic requires better access
to nearby Interstate highways. With customers across the United States
and throughout North America, the movement of product to the end

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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user is a major component of this business’ ongoing success. Increased
traffic creates slow and possibly dangerous conditions for residents and
other existing businesses in the area.

Additionally, another large employer who serves the healthcare industry
is about to come online nearby. This new organization provides
warehousing and distribution of medical and surgical supplies to
hospitals throughout West Virginia. Even more truck traffic should be
expected. As an issue that has been discussed at the federal, state, and
local level for some time now, progress needs to occur to address this
situation as soon as possible.

With the opportunity to add 1,500-2,000 jobs in the next five years,
both through additional employment at Mountaintop Beverage and other
existing and future tenants located in the same industrial park, having
adequate transportation resources are needed to be responsive to this
much-needed growth.

On behalf of Mountaintop Beverage and the membership of the WVMA,
we would ask that transportation access be expanded as soon as
possible to meet this growing need and bolster this ongoing investment
in West Virginia’s economy. If there is an opportunity to provide
feedback or public testimony regarding the importance of this
expansion, please know that we stand ready to do so.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at ||| EGNGNGzGGcr

Sincerely,
Bill Bissett, Ed.D.
President, West Virginia Manufacturers Association
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Justin Adams

The Harmony Grove interchange is definitely needed and needs to be
built. The alternative 3 is the worst use of money in this state and a
poor decision by the DOH. The road should have a second bridge to
meet somewhere between or before the Morgantown Lock. Instead the
state feels wasting large copious amounts of money on a bridge that will
become obsolete once the interchange is built is best. The state and
government officials should be working to ensure the interchange is
built as priority. It could mean the loss of 1000s of jobs to our area if
not completed. Morgantown has been ignored for a number of years for
large road work projects to help alleviate and improve traffic in our city
as it grows only for state officials and DOH officials to favor Kanawha
and southern projects over improving and maintaining roads in our area
and the panhandles. The need is evident and the demand for this
connector and its partner connector are showing demand by the
business community and the people who live, work and play in the
Morgantown/Monongalia County area. Morgantown deserves better and
the DOH has long ignored the pleas of us here.

Adam Webster

As a resident of |l ! 2 adamantly opposed to a new bridge
crossing the Monongahela in order to reach the industrial park and
nearby properties. The amount of funding aimed at this project is a
misuse of public monies and does not serve long term needs of the
public, in general, however greatly profits private business. Clearing
trees and spanning a bridge across the river will cause noise pollution up
and down the river and will disrupt quality of living into Morgantown's
neighborhoods and waterfront, the latter of which is supposed to be the
calling card of the community. Increased traffic will also add to air
pollution, especially during temperature inversions. Please consider a

Thank you for your feedback.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

Alternatives 1 and 2 provided bridges near the Morgantown Lock and were
dismissed due to higher impacts and constructability concerns.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction; however, you concern on planning
and programming of maintenance projects is noted.

Thank you for your feedback.

Necessary studies related to environmental impacts of the project were
completed in accordance with state and federal regulation including air, noise,
vegetation, recreation, community/residents, and social and economic
resources (among others) as outlined in the EA. It was found that Preferred
Alternative 3 was the alternative of least harm in comparison to the other
build alternatives and therefore advanced; however your disapproval of the
bridge is noted.
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highway exit instead of a bridge to meet the needs of businesses and to
ensure the quality of living of citizens in the area, let alone to
demonstrate responsible spending of public funds.

Again, I am adamantly opposed to a new bridge across the Monongalia
River. The way we plan and build today will greatly impact our
community for years to come. The Morgantown area already suffers
from decades of lacking zoning and planning and this bridge should not
be another insult to the public's desire to have both a working and
livable community, in which the government supports the health and
wellness of its people and spends the people's money responsibly.

Kelly Williams

Regarding the new bridge planned for the Mon River, I really think it
would be best to proceed with the Harmony Grove Interchange first. I
really can’t see spending 80 million dollars for this bridge when there
are so many roads and bridges in this county that really need repair and
replacing.

Samantha Chambers

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Samantha Chambers, support the bridge project to enhance access to
the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Planning and zoning are out of the purview of the state or federal
transportation agencies and something to be advanced on the local level.

Thank you for your feedback.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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Ally Hawkins

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Ally Hawkins, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Jake Huntington

I, Jake Huntington, support the bridge project to enhance access to the
Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by
further promoting local business growth.

Tristan Dennis

A bridge JUST for the industrial park?! It will be obsolete in only a few
years! This is not needed. Nobody FROM our community has asked for
this, but please by all means spend OUR money how YOU see fit. There
are countless other infrastructures in desperate need of attention.
Please, do not do this. I have lived here nearly 30 years and I want to
spend many more here in peace without the disgusting influences of
Greer and other companies who've monopolized our community.

Rachelle Thorne

The EA does not include the "Harmony Grove interchange Only" as part
of the No Build analysis. The EA must include the interchange only as an
option in the analysis.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.

Thank you for your feedback.

While the bridge connects to the industrial park, the use of the road will be
available to all residents and reduce truck traffic on city and borough roads.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Your disapproval of the bridge and concern for better infrastructure planning
and programming is noted.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.
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Recreation Concerns:

Recreation Concerns:

The work will negatively impact the Mon River Rail-Trail. If this project
goes through, the language in the final contract must agree to pay
MRTC the fees owed for trail access and closure. Construction will also
negatively impact the Upper Mon Water Trail.

The project once complete will negatively impact Dorsey's Knob even
more than the Industrial Park already has on the high point view.

Environmental Justice Concerns:

The preferred alternative disproportionately affects more minority low-
income populations and the EA claims without any data, such as surveys
of the residents on Scott Avenue, that an industrial park bridge is what
low-income minority families want near their homes while their children
are playing because it's going to give them a job. Is this true? It seems
like the residents should be consulted about whether they are looking
for jobs at the industrial park and if those jobs are going to pay more
than the jobs they already have and if so if they are willing to value that
so much that they would prefer a road/bridge to go right in front of
where they live and where their kids play because the kids on Scott Ave
are out playing all the time. As a parent, I'd rather travel further to get
to my job than have a heavy truck-traffic road/bridge next to where my
kid plays.

Archaeological Concerns:

Knowledge passed down within a family that has lived in this project
area for the past 90+ years indicates that there are Native American
mounds in this area. They may have been disturbed by this point, but
still important to consider.

Noise Concerns:

EA says:

"The industrial park currently generates approximately 300 trucks/day;
full build-out projects that truck traffic could more than double to 700
trucks/day. Mountaintop Beverage proposes to expand its operations by

There will be no permanent impacts to the Rail-Trail, however short-term
closures will be necessary for the safety of the trail users during specific
construction activities. While this may not be ideal, it is required for safety
purposes. The request for payment for trail closure is noted. The rail-trail
does not own the land (rail-banked with State Rail Authority). The request
can be considered further during the right-of way process in final design.

The US Coast Guard will be issuing a permit in accordance with federal
regulations related to commercially navigable waters which will more than
satisfy recreational traffic needs as well. Additionally, an Aids to Navigation
Plan will be implemented to direct water traffic during construction, therefore
impacts to the Water Trail will also only be temporary.

The EA assessed impacts of resources in the Limit of Disturbance and while
Dorsey’s Knob is adjacent to the project, it is not impacted.

Environmental Justice Concerns:

Your concerns about EJ communities are noted, however, the analysis outlined
in the EA was carried out via the guidance provided by the US EPA. Low-
income communities are located throughout the project area and the intent of
Executive Order 12898 is to identify and address the disproportionately high
and adverse human health or environmental effects of federal actions. For
example, in a transportation alternatives analysis, to advance an alignment
through a low-income community over an alignment through a non-low-
income community would represent disproportionately high adverse effects to
that low-income community. That is not the case with this project. The
proposed project alignment will be east of Scott Avenue and will not interact
with the streets of the Scott Avenue neighborhood. Finally, while there is no
assumption that those who live in the Scott Avenue area are seeking
employment, the proposed project is intended to provide improved access to a
growing employment base for the area. Finally, the members of the Scott
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400,000 square feet. The expansion could increase their full-time
employment from 200 to as many as 450 employees and increase truck
traffic from 100 trucks/day to 200-300 trucks/day. Currently, the ADT
volume on River Road between DuPont Road and the Westover

Bridge intersection is 3,900 with 220 trucks operating at LOS C. It is
estimated that future growth in the area will result in an increased ADT
volume on River Road to 10,400 (38% increase) with 586 trucks
operating at LOS F by 2050 (166% increase)."

Does the noise analysis include trucks braking? How many trucks are
used for the noise analysis? The estimated maximum number?

Air Quality Concerns:

The air quality analysis concludes there would be no impacts. It is
impossible that there would be no impact. As a resident in the proposed
project area, we smell the chemical plant at least 4 times a year, due
likely to temperature inversions. For air quality, is the claimed no impact
for the construction itself or the projected maximum car traffic plus
900+ trucks using the bridge?

As the Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition pointed out: "We know that the
large heavy diesel trucks generate various pollutants including fine
particulates, free radical fragments, nitrogen oxides, carbon

monoxides and a long list of hazardous and volatile organic compounds.
These can and do accumulate in valleys where the weather conditions
vary significantly over days at a time. Weather inversions are
particularly hazardous in this regard. The health effects involved are not
limited to asthma and lung cancer, both of which are common in this
area already. The number of trucks per day on any of these roads would
be very large perhaps excessive, rated at 150 trucks per day or more in
the present configuration, a number that could reach 300 trucks per day
in a few years. No one knows the actual number but it is projected to be
incredibly large or excessive for this type of project. Other companies in
the Morgantown Industrial Park would have access to this bridge system
that will add additional trucks, that must be planned for at this time.
These liquid loads represent heavy trucks with diesel engines.

Avenue community were given multiple opportunities to provide feedback
throughout the NEPA process, however, no such concerns have been received.

Archaeological Concerns:

Thank you for providing local knowledge of possible archaeological resources.
The area was evaluated as outlined in the EA, but further consideration will be
taken during earth disturbance should something be discovered.

Noise Concerns:

Traffic data for the noise analysis were supplied by HNTB as annual average
daily traffic (AADT) volumes for both the Existing (2019) and the Design Year
(2050) roadway networks. Design Hour percentages, directional distributions,
truck percentages and speed limits were provided for each roadway and used
in the noise analysis. The analysis focused potential impacts associated with
Preferred Alternative 3. The traffic numbers quoted from the EA represent
River Road. A comparison of predicted existing, future Build, and future No
Build noise levels were analyzed. While decibel levels for two areas within 500
feet of Preferred Alternative 3 would increase in the future, that increase
relates directly to the traffic on I-79 in 2050 and not the proposed
Morgantown IAP. Noise mitigation was not warranted for this project.

Unfortunately, FHWA's Traffic Noise Model does not and cannot account for
jake braking or acceleration or deceleration noise. The only means to control
jake braking is through signage and enforcement, which is outside the
purview of WVDOH.

Air Quality Concerns:

Your concerns related to air quality are noted, however, the qualitative Air
Quality Analysis completed for the project accounted for the build condition,
meaning the anticipated air quality when the bridge is in operation and being

West Virginia Division of Highways

43



Finding of No Significant Impact
Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Monongalia County, West Virginia

Appendix C: EA Comments and Responses

o commemt Respomse

Past air pollution studies have shown that the hazardous pollutants
generated in the Morgantown Industrial Park or its vicinity can travel for
five miles or more, over the City of Morgantown as far as the end of
Collins Ferry Road. The public health literature now contains details of
the damages of fine particulates and very fine particulates; these are
taken into the lungs where they enter the blood stream which
distributes them to the heart and the brain. This is the most damaging
set of mechanisms. Asthma and other lung impairments result.
Depending upon the chemical nature of the fine particulates, lung
cancer can result as is known from decades of medical research
studies."

Any more detail on the gas pipeline crossing?

Landslide Concerns:

EA says: "There could be indirect impacts to geologic resources that
present geotechnical concerns as dealing with steep grades can be
difficult to maintain, but upfront engineering solutions will be built into
the roadway and bridge design to avoid and minimize those effects."
What type of maintenance is anticipated? How much will that cost over
time? Smithtown Rd at this section honestly looks like it is going to slide
down to the river at any point and anyone that commutes on Smithtown
or uses the rail-trail below can see this. So how expensive is the difficult
maintenance of a road and bridge in a landslide zone? Since this cost
will fall on the taxpayers for the life of the bridge.

Water Quality Concerns:

MUB states: "MUB's primary drinking water intake is located
approximately 7,500 feet from the proposed location of the new bridge.
We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant
sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million
gallons of source water our treatment plant processes on a daily basis.
Significant care must be taken during construction to prevent any river
contamination since MUB's water intake is mere minutes of river water
travel from the proposed construction area. We also are concerned

used by the traveling public (both trucks and cars). The analysis indicates that
the project meets all applicable air quality requirements of the NEPA and, as
applicable, federal and state transportation conformity regulations.

The emissions from industries within the MIP are not considered in an air
analysis conducted for vehicular traffic during a transportation study. Truck
traffic from MIP would be forced to travel more densely populated routes
should the bridge not be built; therefore, the proposed project will improve
access and reduce the opportunity for congestion, which aids in reducing air
quality concerns.

Yes, the design team has coordinated with the gas pipeline owner. The gas
pipeline will be replaced as part of the roadway construction and is included in
the final design and permitting plans for the project.

Landslide Concerns:

The EA stated that steep grades can be hard to maintain so upfront
engineering solutions will be sought first, to avoid expensive, long term
maintenance costs. Proper grading and necessary stormwater controls are
proposed in this area to avoid introducing subsidence issues. Maintenance
costs can be hard to predict, but your concern related to subsidence and
landslide potential along Smithtown Road is noted.

Water Quality Concerns:

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP) is the
regulatory agency charged with protecting the State’s air, land, and water. A
WVDEP-approved Erosion & Sedimentation Control Plan and Stormwater
Management Plan will need to be maintained during construction by the
contractor and WVDOH. Should excess sedimentation occur, the WVDEP has
the authority to require corrective to alleviate the issue.
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about the risk posed by increased truck traffic hauling contaminants to
and from the industrial park. A spill event on or near the proposed
bridge poses a significant risk of contaminating the public's drinking
water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to our intake."
The EA mentions coordinating with appropriate entities regarding any
sedimentation during construction. Does that mean the DOH will pay for
any extra costs incurred for MUB to treat the drinking water if
sedimentation becomes an issue during the construction? Or do we face
higher water bills? And who pays for the costs in the long-term if there
is a chemical spill? How are those future costs and impacts measured?
It's all taxpayer-funded one way or another, but will it fall on the city,
county, or state?

EA says: "Preferred Alternative 3 encompasses an existing road on the
west side of the river, with an existing access point. On the east side
of the river, there will be new connection points; however, the
topography limits the cumulative effects related to development.
Conversely, the Harmony Grove Interchange provides a major access
point where one does not otherwise exist. Together, the two
transportation projects could provide enhanced access to a relatively
depressed area that is slated for growth in local planning documents."
This section points out that the bridge is not ideal due to the limitations
in topography while the interchange will become a major access point,
so why then risk air, water, landslides, etc when the interchange is
already in the works?

EA says: "Even with the proposed interchange in place, the bridge
would provide additional access to the MIP and serve to reduce truck
traffic on local roads, provide new transit routes, and emergency
access."

Yet no one who lives in Mon County and has provided comments agrees
with this statement. Everyone who has submitted a comment has taken
time to thoughtfully and respectfully argue that the Harmony Grove
interchange is sufficient. Are we who live here not

knowledgeable enough to advocate for what our county does and does

Related to the potential for chemical spills, in an industrial area of
Morgantown, along a commercially travelled section of the Monongahela River
already bridged by an interstate, water quality concerns exist today. After the
Elk River chemical spill in 2014, SB 373 required public water systems across
the state to draft or update source water protection plans with the public’s
involvement. The plans are designed to help manage pollution from general
sources that could endanger drinking water supplies.

EA:

The EA states that the topography limits cumulative effects of the new
roadway which would include additional development that is not part of the
roadway project but made possible by the new access to otherwise
inaccessible land. Please see the previous comment on the status and
relationship of Morgantown IPA and the Harmony Grove interchange.

EA:

While some residents may not agree with how the transportation process has
unfolded in this area, the bridge will reduce truck traffic on River Road, it will
provide new transit routes for buses, and it will provide an additional
emergency access point where one does not exist today.

Thank you for your comprehensive review of the EA and thorough comments.
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not need? As taxpayers, are we not to speak up when we see a reckless
expenditure proposed?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and concerns.

Senator Michael A. Oliverio II

Dear Mr. Long,

As a WV Senator I am writing you with concerns about jobs in my
district with new and future employers to come. With the arrival of
these new companies comes concerns with safety of vehicular traffic,
especially in the community of Westover.

As you may know, Mountaintop Beverage is a great economic success
story, which is located in Morgantown. It is now fully operational, and its
leadership team in evaluating plans to expand their production. That
said, the current transportation infrastructure is inadequate to meet its
current demands thus putting any future expansion plans in jeopardy.
With additional growth at Mountaintop Beverage on the near horizon,
this infrastructure expansion has become an urgent need.

Thank you for your comment. Your sense of urgency and support for the
project have been noted.

In both the delivery of raw material to their facility and the outflow of
finished product, current and future truck traffic requires better access
to nearby interstate highways. With customers across the United States
and throughout North America, the movement of product to the end
user is a major component of this business’ ongoing success. Increased
traffic creates slow and possibly dangerous conditions for residents and
other existing businesses in the area.

Additionally, another large employer who serves the healthcare industry
is about the come online nearby. This new organization provides
warehousing and distribution of medical and surgical supplies to
hospitals throughout West Virginia. Even more truck traffic should be
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expected. As an issue that has been discussed at the federal, state and
local level for some time now, progress needs to occur to address this
situation as soon as possible.

With the opportunity to add 1,500-2,000 jobs in the next five years,
both through additional employment at Mountaintop Beverage and other
existing and future tenants located in the same industrial park, having
adequate transportation resources are needed to be responsive to this
much-needed growth.

On behalf of the citizens I represent in Monongalia County, I would ask
that transportation access be expanded as soon as possible to meet this
growing need and bolster this ongoing investment in West Virginia’s
economy. If there is an opportunity to provide feedback or public
testimony regarding the importance of this expansion, please know that
I am ready to do so.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at
Sincerely,
Senator Micheal A. Olivero II

Shelley Moore Capito

Dear Director Long,

I write in support of the West Virginia Division of Highway’s application
for the Harmony Grove Exit and bridge construction project affecting the
Morgantown Industrial Park. Completing these projects will allow for
numerous economic benefits to North Central West Virginia.

As Ranking Member of the Senate Environmental and Public Works
Committee, I am proud to have spearheaded the bipartisan IIJA that

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
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directly invests in our nation’s infrastructure needs. The IIJA will provide
transformational support to our communities, and I am very happy to
see the positive effects this legislation is already having in West Virginia.

Should this project commence, WVDOH will being construction of a
bridge connecting the Morgantown Industrial Park to the Harmony
Grove exit. This Industrial Park, as a whole, represents a large amount
of jobs, commerce, and taxes for the Morgantown area. Within five
years, there is a potential for over a thousand high paying jobs that
could be located within the Park. However, without this bridge,
commercial truck traffic will be delayed and will cause numerous issues
and headaches for the local business community that relies on the as a
reliable truck docking and transportation hub.

West Virginia’s best days are ahead of us and every investment made
centered around the children in our state bridge us closer to the shared
goal of uplifting Mountaineers everywhere. It is more important that
ever that encourage domestic manufacturing and support our nation’s
energy needs, which is why I am writing to show my continued support
of WVDOH'’s project. I remain a committed partner to our federal, state,
and local entities working in West Virginia. Please give this letter of
support your full consideration.

Sincerely,
Shelley Moore Capito

Ella Belling
Monongahela River Trails Conservancy

Thank you for your recent correspondence detailing expected impacts to
the Mon River Rail-Trail during construction of the above referenced
project. The Monongahela River Trails Conservancy (MRTC) has the
following comments and questions, and requests your response as
appropriate:

Thank you for your feedback, please find responses to your comment,
questions, and requests below.
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1. To help reduce the impact of expected increases in commercial and

regional traffic in the area resulting from construction of the industrial

park bridge, we suggest WVDOT consider the following:
a. Provide written support from the WVDOT and facilitate written
support from the WVDOH Central Planning Office and WVDOH
District 4 for the recently proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridge
over US-19/Don Knotts at Meadow Lane. This bridge would
eliminate the need to provide surface crossing improvements on
this already high-stress roadway by directly connecting the rail-
trail corridor to the First Ward neighborhood, White Park, and
several safe routes to schools. The proposal addresses a
priority, first-tier project in the Monongalia-Morgantown MPO
Transportation Plan and has a current design grant proposal
awaiting WVDOH approval from the MPO Sub-Allocated Grant
Program.
b. Deed the WVDOH-owned parcels that form Mountaineer
Heritage Park to the City of Morgantown. This property is
currently leased by the WVDOH to BOPARC in lease #: 95-0431
PM05-4-MONO-1. The deed transfer would provide management
control needed for eligibility for state and federal grant funding.
The transfer would facilitate construction of the above
referenced pedestrian bridge and would allow Morgantown to
more easily transform the area into a gateway park at the
entrance to the Morgantown Wharf and Downtown Business
Districts.

2. Please clarify if project work will occupy the rail-trail corridor at any
time during construction other than to place trail closure barricades and
signage. Will the corridor be used to access the site to perform the
riverbank slope protection work, for example? Will the corridor be
utilized to store equipment or materials? MRTC charges $2500 for
access to the rail-trail for work unrelated to the trail itself. Please
confirm that, if needed, project-related contract documents will include
language to cover this standard charge.

1.

WVDOH encourages the trail group to seek enhancement grants to
provide funding for their initiatives. This collaboration and
encouragement demonstrate a cooperative approach to infrastructure
development and community engagement. The deed transfer request
can be discussed as part of the right of way process.

Project work will not occupy the rail-trail corridor during construction
other than to access the river. The storage of equipment and material
will not be allowed on the trail.

WVDOH and HNTB are aware of MRTCs concerns since they were
originally expressed to the MMMPO in a letter dated August 10, 2023
(excerpt below). MRTC’s concerns were integrated within the design
from the outset which was shared with MRTC in September 2023.
“The Smithtown Road connection is a more direct route, more
expensive, and is located in an area that is prone to landslides. Our
concerns are a result of on-going experiences with improper planning,
stormwater failures, and increased development in this area that have
resulted in landslides across the rail-trail. MRTC has spent tens of
thousands in clean-up and restoration on a 2.5-mile section of the
rail-trail below Smithtown Road. In such an unstable area, a bridge
would need careful geo-technical planning and construction to secure
it as well as protect the area around and below it.”

MRTC's follow up letter received November 28, 2023 was responded to
in @ December 11, 2023 email outlining measures being undertaken to
mitigate MRTC’s concerns including stormwater. These same
measures were shared with MRTC conversationally at the public
meeting.

WVDOH will collaborate with the trail group during construction.
Any compensation for temporary occupancy will be addressed
during the right of way phase.
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3. MRTC is concerned about the increased upslope and downslope
landslide potential and surface runoff that could negatively impact trail
corridor integrity. This section of trail has multiple landslide, debris flow,
and erosion issues which has cost MRTC tens of thousands in cleanup
and restoration work. Over 90 percent of the Alternate 3 project area
east of Rt. 73 is within areas shown on the WV Geological Survey 1976
map as "Older Landslides" or "Slide Prone Areas.” MRTC requests a
written and perpetual commitment to restore the rail-trail in a timely
manner if landslides, slopewash deposits, and/or erosion occur on the
trail corridor in the vicinity of the proposed bridge.

4. Your letter, dated November 9, 2023, details an estimated five weeks
of expected trail closure during bridge construction. Though temporary
and necessary for safety, this closure still has an economic impact on
trail communities on either side of this work and impacts the health our
communities. Like a road, a trail functions properly only when it is open
the entire route. The work will disrupt residential use and impact trail
tourism. MRTC charges a standard $500 per calendar day of trail closure
for work unrelated to the trail itself. Please confirm that project-related
contract documents will include language to cover this standard charge.

Feel free to email me at | o c2'! ot G

Sincerely,

Ella Belling, MRTC Executive Director
On behalf of the Monongahela River Trails Conservancy Board of
Directors

Anita Maier

I am against the construction of the proposed bridge crossing at Rt 73
and request new feasibility studies be required to fully assess the

management of commercial traffic to and from the targeted zone, Thank you for your feedback.
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including but not limited to the industrial park. The study should project
no less than 50 years of proposed growth and service and address the
future impacts to the transportation corridors, the river, the
communities, storefronts and the Mon River Trail system including
limitations the proposed access would inflict. The overt failure to provide
factual and proposed impacts on the community already impeded by
commercial truck use is a disservice to the area and the citizens on Mon.
Co. No one disagrees that transportation is critical but because it is, we
expect better of our constituents, not just the least worst proposal. Give
us other options that may fold in with larger projects, such as the
redesign and reconstruction of the two interchanges already in overuse
on the west side of the River accessing Westover and a Shopping
Center,. You do that and fold in a new industrial park interchange also
on the west side of the river and the community will applaud you.

Ella Belling

I request the NO-BUILD Option, or rather the Harmony Grove
Interchange Only option to provide access to the Morgantown Industrial
Park. The DOH preferred route, Alternate 3, has major challenges
including being in a landslide prone area, having a steep grade for
trucks making it dangerous, and putting Greater Morgantown'’s drinking
water at risk if there are any truck wrecks with chemical spills.
According to WV Geological Survey 1976 map, this area east of Route
73 is considered a “Slide Prone Area” which can be proven with a visit to
the Mon River Rail-Trail which already has multiple active and inactive
landslides next to it for 3 miles in the vicinity of this project area. This is
project with a high cost of estimated $80+ million has little value to the
surrounding community, especially after Harmony Grove Interchange is
built. It threatens to come at a higher cost and detriment to the
community with decreased air quality, threats to drinking water, and
potential for damaging and closing Route 73 and the Mon River Rail-Trail
with landslides.

The Morgantown IPA project design and environmental analyses were done in
accordance with all state and federal standards.

Your disapproval of the project is noted.

Thank you for your feedback. Your approval of the No Build Alternative, or
Harmony Grove Only option, is noted. The design of the Harmony Grove
interchange is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As
designed, the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety
design standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design
up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

The WVDOH acknowledges the topography in the area lends itself to concern
about up slope development; therefore, the roadway and bridge have been
designed accordingly from the outset. Geotechnical studies and engineering
reviews will be further incorporated in the final design phase of the project.

Due to the location of MUB's raw water intake located approximately 1.4 miles
downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor will be required to
prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to prevent a release into the
Monongahela River during construction. The spill prevention plan will include
steps for immediate notification to MUB and emergency services in the event
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The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as
“Alternative 3,” would put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5
miles, from MUB'’s primary drinking water intake.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10
letter to the DOH.

“We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant
sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million
gallons of source water our treatment plant processes on a daily basis,”
McNulty explained, noting “significant care” must be taken during
construction to prevent river contamination. The new bridge will also
bring with it increased truck traffic hauling potential contaminants to
and from the industrial park. A spill event on or near the proposed
bridge poses a significant risk of contaminating the public’s drinking
water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to our intake.”

The EA seems lacking in recognizing these dangers or issues to quality-
of-life impacts to those of us who live here. The traffic analysis
apparently assumes all trucks to the Industrial Park will use the bridge,
not the Harmony Grove Interchange, also a federally funded project.
The air quality analysis concludes there would be no impacts, nor is
there an energy analysis or analysis of greenhouse gas emissions. This
project seems rushed and does not consider the impacts on those living
along Route 73 that will be living with more truck traffic (air and noise
pollution), with the addition of a ramp to the bridge. Smithtown Road
(Route 73) has foundation and erosion issues already without this
additional traffic and weight. Truck drivers often stop at the gas station
at Goshen Road exit and then could choose to drive Route 73 to the
ramp to the bridge or choose to do the same from the Morgantown side,
thus causing more issues to the existing road. Changing stormwater
routes will also change drainage causing problems at the road and the
Mon River Rail-Trail which have culverts in place to handle current
conditions.

Though estimating a 5-week closure of the rail-trail in construction area
for this project, other bridge construction in the state has closed rail-

of a release to the river during construction. Additionally, several standard
measures will be put in place to reduce potential impacts to the river and its
water quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution Control
Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize sedimentation and
maintain water quality during construction. In the event there is a traffic
incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is open to traffic,
WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the steps for immediate
notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023, the MUB provided its support
of the project and noted their requirement for immediate notification, which
has been included on the design plans.

Necessary studies related to environmental impacts of the project were
completed in accordance with state and federal regulation including air, noise,
vegetation, recreation, community/residents, and social and economic
resources (among others) as outlined in the EA.

As outlined in the EA, during the time the bridge is being constructed, the trail
will remain open and available for public use except for the following time
periods; during active steel election immediately over the trail, during the
setting of overhead stay-in-place and hanging forms, and during removal of
overhang forms. The rail-trail temporary closures are needed for protection
and safety of the trail users during bridge construction. No physical
construction or staging activities will be allowed within the property boundary
of the rail-trail. The only right-of-way impact to the rail-trail property will be
that of an aerial easement for the new bridge. While other projects may have
experienced different timelines, this project’s mitigation commitment outlines
an approximate 5-week closure.

Your disapproval for the project is noted.
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trails in the construction zone for years while a bridge is being built. The
Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open (September 2023) but the
Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed in the construction area (6 years
and counting) with damage to the trail that has yet to be fixed. This
Ohio River bridge project also had federal funding, an EA, engineering
design, and a 3-year estimated close time for trail during construction.

Please use these funds elsewhere on more useful and needed
transportation improvements in West Virginia. Do not build this
financially wasteful project that even our Morgantown Monongalia
Metropolitan Planning Organization ranked as a low transportation
priority for the region. But if you do plan to move forward, please
carefully consider and provide the public with a more thorough EA

before going to construction phase. As a resident of | . !
appreciate the opportunity to provide public comment.

Brad Stephens

I request the NO-BUILD Option, or rather the Harmony Grove
Interchange Only option, to provide access to the Morgantown Industrial
Park. The DOH preferred route, Alternate 3, has major challenges,
including being in a landslide prone area, having a dangerously steep
grade for trucks, and putting Greater Morgantown’s drinking water at
risk if there are any truck accidents precipitating chemical spills.
According to the West Virginia Geological Survey 1976 map, this area
east of Route 73 is considered a “Slide Prone Area,” which can be
proven with a visit to the Mon River Rail-Trail--already plagued by
multiple active and inactive landslides next to it for three miles in the
vicinity of the proposed project area. This project has a comparatively
high cost, estimated at $80 million and likely more, and would offer no
tangible value to the surrounding community, especially after the
Harmony Grove Interchange on I-79 is built. It threatens to come not
only at a higher cost, but also as a detriment to the community, with

Thank you for your feedback. As discussed in previous responses, the required
core borings and detailed geotechnical studies to identify and mitigate for
subsidence issues have been completed and will continue in Final Design.
Similarly, preventative plans and mitigative measures have been and will
continue to be put in place to avoid drinking water contamination should an
incident occur. Finally, the air analysis concluded that the project meets all
applicable air quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and
state transportation conformity regulations.
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decreased air quality, threats to drinking water, and almost certainly,
landslides which will force damage to and closure of Route 73 and the
Mon River Rail-Trail, and potentially serious injuries to trail users.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed project.

J. Steven Kite

As one who has studied and mapped landslides and debris flows in the
Central Appalachians for four decades, I am obliged to share my
concerns over the proposed Morgantown Industrial Park Access
Alternate 3. Although the March 2024 Environmental Assessment
briefly mentions an awareness of slope stability issues, the document
does not provide enough information for a geologist with my experience
to conclude that the eastern portion of the proposed project area is
appropriate for any road project of this nature and scope.

Kendra Hatcher

As a citizen and business owner in Morgantown I am opposed to all of
the three alternatives presented in the EA. The EA was also not correctly
completed by omitting the No Build alternative and the Harmony Grove
interchange in the analysis. These are both viable options that should be
included and considered. If included the EA analysis should have
determined this bridge is duplicative and unnecessary given the planned
interchange at Harmony Grove. The cost of the project is exorbitant to
solely benefit a handful of business owners. There are so many other
more pressing road conditions that need addressed in this county for the
DOH to invest in, including improvements along River Road of which is
of great concern in the EA. I do not see how this will not create
congestion and potential dangerous traffic conditions on Grafton Road
with the increase of truck traffic. As a citizen who lives in First Ward I
am concerned with the increase in noise that will result in any of the

Thank you for your feedback. The Preferred Alternative 3 design has been
verified with core borings. The materials made publicly available are audience
focused and not intended for detailed engineering design. The project will be
designed commensurate with professional engineering roadway and bridge
design standards including a geotechnical consultant and WVDOH approval.

The WVDOH acknowledges the topography in the area lends itself to concern
about up slope development; therefore, the roadway and bridge have been
designed accordingly from the outset. Geotechnical studies and engineering
reviews will be further incorporated in the final design phase of the project.

Thank you for your feedback. Your approval of the No Build Alternative, or
Harmony Grove Only option, is noted. The design of the Harmony Grove
interchange is sponsored by a private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As
designed, the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety
design standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design
up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

Due to the location of MUB's raw water intake located approximately 1.4 miles
downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor will be required to
prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to prevent a release into the
Monongahela River during construction. The spill prevention plan will include
steps for immediate notification to MUB and emergency services in the event
of a release to the river during construction. Additionally, several standard
measures will be put in place to reduce potential impacts to the river and its
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alternatives presented in the EA. I am also concerned with any
alternative that includes significant construction, followed by increased
truck traffic-- with trucks likely to be transporting hazardous materials--
within the Zone of Critical Concern for the Morgantown drinking water
supply. This is an unnecessary, expensive project that will not benefit
the majority of Monongalia Citizens.

Marc Glass

I have reviewed the EA and disagree that it supports the conclusion that
Alternative 3 is supportive of the stated purpose and need.

Alternative 3 is the most expensive option and disproportionately
consumes public resources for a small private benefit to the Morgantown
Industrial Park. Alternative 3 proposes nearly 2/3 of the total project
linear footage to be constructed through the Morgantown Industrial
Park!, with the remaining 1/3 displacing mature hardwood forest. EA
FIgure 6 graphically demonstrates this point and the literal redundancy
to existing and planned access points.

On it's face stating that the need is to spend 70 to upwards of 80 million
dollars of public funds to construct roads a bridge to access a private
property and serve private businesses simply does not make wise use of
resources compared to other options that are either already

water quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution Control
Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize sedimentation and
maintain water quality during construction. In the event there is a traffic
incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is open to traffic,
WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the steps for immediate
notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023, the MUB provided its support
of the project and noted their requirement for immediate notification, which
has been included on the design plans.

A Preliminary Design Noise Analysis for was conducted in accordance with the
WVDOH’s Statewide Noise Policy (May 26, 2011) and FHWA regulations at 23
CFR 772 for the project. A comparison of predicted existing, future Build, and
future No Build noise levels were analyzed. While decibel levels for two areas
within 500 feet of Preferred Alternative 3 would increase in the future, that
increase relates directly to the traffic on I-79 in 2050 and not the proposed
Morgantown IAP. Noise mitigation was not warranted for this project.

Thank you for your feedback.

While Preferred Alternative 3 does represent a higher cost than Alternative 2,
it does represent a similar cost to Alternative 1, therefore the cost is not
disproportionate when compared across all three alternatives. Similarly, the
removal of vehicular and truck traffic from River Road will reduce school bus
conflicts and reduce congestion at the Westover Bridge intersection.

The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing. As designed, the interchange does not meet
state and federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony Grove
Interchange design will likely require considerably longer acceleration and
deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These extensions would increase the
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planned/scheduled. The planned I-79 Harmony Grove Interchange will
already provide direct access to the Morgantown Industrial Park while
providing very little service improvement for other area needs identified
through public participation. The EA does not justify why the
Morgantown Industrial Park merits another bridge when the planned
Harmony Grove Interchange will provide direct access to I-79, with
almost zero environmental or environmental justice impacts compared
to the EA Alternative 3, that crosses acres of mature hardwood forest
along the Monongahela River floodplain.

Alternative 3 is by far the most environmentally damaging alternative,
which is not properly represented by the EA. The destruction of
significantly more mature woodlands via Alternative 3 negatively
impacts regional resiliency to climate change by increasing erosion and
river valley destabilization, decreasing the ability to moderate
temperature extremes, decreasing contaminant travel times to the area
primary drinking water supply source (Monongahela River), and
decreasing protective cover from increased intensity precipitation
events.

The EA appears to go to strive to justify Alternative 3 when the EA
clearly shows that is is the least favorable option. One of several
examples of this is that while the EA does include the "No Build"
alternative, the analysis does not include the "Harmony Grove
interchange Only" as part of the No Build analysis. This misrepresents
the reality that the Harmony Grove access is already planned. The EA
traffic analysis appears to presume that all trucks to the Industrial Park
will use the Alternative 3 bridge, but not the Harmony Grove
interchange, which inappropriately skews the analysis.

I encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure,
and implement projects that have already been prioritized by genuine
public participation rather than what very much appears as political
leapfrogging, before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable
merit for the citizens of Morgantown and Monongalia County. The EA

project footprint, impacts, and cost; however, your support of the Harmony
Grove Interchange is noted.

As per NEPA, three reasonable alternatives were evaluated in the EA.
Preferred Alternative 3 was the alternative of least harm when compared
against all natural, social, and cultural resource impacts. While the
southeastern portion of Preferred Alternative 3 does impact former forested
tracts, much of this land has been cleared or disturbed potentially due to
utility lines; however, your concern related to forest land impacts is noted.

It was established early in the transportation development process that the
Morgantown IAP had logical termini and independent utility making it a stand-
alone project. While both the Harmony Grove Interchange and Morgantown
IAP are located in the same vicinity, each project has its own logical termini,
independent utility, and purpose and need, therefore the Harmony Grove
Interchange was not analyzed in the Morgantown IAP EA.

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

Since the completion of the WVDOH Design Study (2023) analyzing the bridge
crossing locations (Alternatives 1, 2, 3), the MMMPO produced a memo
reviewing Alternatives 1 and 3. The MMMPO and WVDOH recommended
dropping Alternative 2 from consideration due to bridge elevation and impacts
to the MIP road network. Alternative 3 was recommended to the MMMPO
Policy Board for advancement. At their August meeting, the Policy Board
unanimously recommended that WVDOH advance Alternative 3 for further
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lacks explanation and justification for the proposed project being

prioritized ahead of other projects, or those that have been prioritized
for years but not implemented, such as improvement of the U.S. Route
19 "Westover Bridge" that crosses the Monongahela River about a mile

from, and would improve service to the Morgantown Industrial Park, and

U.S. Route 19 from Don Knotts Boulevard through Westover to it's
connection with I-79 Interchange/Exit 152. These projects would
improve area service deficiencies for vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle
traffic combined far and above EA alternative 3.

JoNell Strough

Dear Mr. Long:

I am writing on behalf of the Mon Valley Green Space Coalition to
express our grave concerns about the proposed bridge across the Mon
River to the Westover Industrial Park. Our concerns are as follows:

Any bridge construction will have adverse effects on recreational
use of the Mon River Rail-Trail, a popular, high-use public
greenspace

Increased truck traffic and associated increases in air and noise
pollution will negatively impact residential neighborhoods

Already frequent landslides will increase due to increases in
storm water runoff from non-permeable surfaces

Any short-term benefits of a bridge are outweighed by the long-
term costs to the environment (air and noise pollution;
environmental impact of construction and new structures)

Spending $71 million state tax dollars on a bridge that will
primarily serve a private company shortchanges Mon County
taxpayers who already drive on state roads that are in disrepair

The proposed bridge will become obsolete when the Harmony
Grove interchange is completed

study. While this does not evaluate the bridge against other local projects, it
illustrates the MMMPQ's support for the project.

Thank you for your feedback. Your concerns related to recreational, air, noise
and geotechnical impacts have been noted.

As outlined in the EA, during the time the bridge is being constructed, the trail
will remain open and available for public use except for the following time
periods; during active steel election immediately over the trail, during the
setting of overhead stay-in-place and hanging forms, and during removal of
overhang forms. The rail-trail temporary closures are needed for protection
and safety of the trail users during bridge construction. No physical
construction or staging activities will be allowed within the property boundary
of the rail-trail.

Similarly, the air analysis concluded that the project meets all applicable air
quality requirements of the NEPA and, as applicable, federal and state
transportation conformity regulations.

A Preliminary Design Noise Analysis for was conducted for the project finding
that while decibel levels for two areas within 500 feet of Preferred Alternative
3 would increase in the future, that increase relates directly to the traffic on I-
79 in 2050 and not the proposed Morgantown IAP. Noise mitigation was not
warranted for this project.
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®  Given the above, we support the "NO BUILD" option.
®  Thank you.

Sincerely,
JoNell Strough
Chair, Mon Valley Green Space Coalition

Susan Eason

I oppose the building of this bridge!

1) The bridge estimated to cost $70-$82 million will be redundant once
the Harmony Grove Interchange (estimate is $42 million) is built. It
would provide no more positive impact than the Harmony Grove
Interchange currently being built and will come at great expense. BUILD
HARMONY GROVE INTERCHANGE. NOT THIS ONE.

2) The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott
Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and
upstream from, the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a
risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to
the chemical plant or finished products from the chemical plant.

The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as
“Alternative 3,” would connect to U.S. 119 near Scott Avenue, include a
multi-span bridge across the river and tie into an improved Rail Street,
which is part of the industrial park’s existing street network. That would
put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5 miles, from MUB's
primary drinking water intake.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10
letter to the DOH.

As discussed in previous responses, the required core borings and detailed
geotechnical studies to identify and mitigate for subsidence issues have been
completed and will continue in Final Design.

Your support of the No Build Alternative is noted.

Thank you for your feedback.
In response to your concerns:

1) The design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a
private entity (not WVDOH) and is ongoing, not approved or under
construction. As designed, the interchange does not meet state and
federal highway safety design standards and thus does not have
FHWA approval. To bring the design up to standard, the Harmony
Grove Interchange design will likely require considerably longer
acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79. These
extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost;
however, your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.

2) Due to the location of MUB’s raw water intake located approximately
1.4 miles downstream of the proposed bridge crossing, the contractor
will be required to prepare and implement a spill prevention plan to
prevent a release into the Monongahela River during construction. The
spill prevention plan will include steps for immediate notification to
MUB and emergency services in the event of a release to the river
during construction. Additionally, several standard measures will be
put in place to reduce potential impacts to the river and its water
quality including a detailed Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution Control
Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to minimize sedimentation and
maintain water quality during construction. In the event there is a
traffic incident or hazardous material release once the bridge is open
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“We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant
sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million
gallons of source water our treatment plant processes on a daily basis,”
McNulty explained, noting “significant care” must be taken during
construction to prevent river contamination.

The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling
potential contaminants to and from the industrial park. “A spill event on
or near the proposed bridge poses a significant risk of contaminating the
public’s drinking water supply given the proximity and quick travel time
to our intake,” McNulty wrote.

In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within
five hours flow time of MUB’s intake — be it along the Monongahela
River or one of its tributaries — is considered inside the “zone of critical
concern.” McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is
“mere minutes” from MUB’s water treatment plant.

3) The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to
landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of
thousands to clean up. Increasing stormwater issues by changing
drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown
Road (Route 73) and the Mon River Rail-Trail.

4) Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in
construction area, other bridge construction in the state closed the rail-
trail in the construction zone for years while it was being built, the
Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-
Trail is still closed 5 years and counting. I LOVE the railtrail and ride
this stretch all the time. You cannot take this away from our recreational
and psychosocial health.

5) You will have to have piers in the river. I believe the Corps and U.S.
Coast Guard would both prefer that there be no piers in navigable rivers

4)

to traffic, WVDOH will maintain a spill prevention plan outlining the
steps for immediate notifications. In a letter dated October 10, 2023,
the MUB provided its support of the project and noted their
requirement for immediate notification, which has been included on
the design plans.

The Preferred Alternative 3 design has been verified with core borings.
The project will be designed commensurate with professional
engineering roadway and bridge design standards including a
geotechnical consultant and WVDOH approval.

As outlined in the EA, during the time the bridge is being constructed,
the trail will remain open and available for public use except for the
following time periods; during active steel election immediately over
the trail, during the setting of overhead stay-in-place and hanging
forms, and during removal of overhang forms. The rail-trail temporary
closures are needed for protection and safety of the trail users during
bridge construction. While other projects may have experienced
different timelines, this project’s mitigation commitment outlines an
approximate 5-week closure.

Per the EA "WVDOH and the project design team initiated coordination
with the U.S. Coast Guard Bridge Program in July 2023 as part of the
bridge engineering design. ... The bridge structure associated with
Preferred Alternative 3 will have no permanent impacts on the
navigability of the Monongahela River. The proposed bridge has been
designed to more than satisfy USCG’s minimum clearances. The
proposed bridge design will provide 169 feet of vertical clearance
(USCG required 48 feet) over the river’'s normal pool elevation and
457 feet of horizontal clearance (USCG required 350 feet) across the
navigation channel between the bridge’s two instream piers. The
proposed bridge’s horizontal clearance will approximately match the
nearby I-79 structure and the proposed piers will be located in the
shallower portions of the channel near the banks, leaving the deeper
navigable portion unobstructed.”

Your support of the Harmony Grove Interchange is noted.
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that can be hit- leading to damage and possible collapse of the bridge
and possible loss of life with it.

6.) Build the Harmony Grove Interchange!

MaryAnn Folz

I've talked to several people around Mon County and the general
consensus is that we should build either the Harmony Grove Exit or the
Bridge, but not both, and most folks want the Harmony Grove Exit
instead of the Bridge as it adds the most value for citizens. The
reasonings gor not building the bridge are: it's too much money to
build both, the bridge will get little use after the Exit is built, the road
going up the hill will be steep for the trucks, a bridge will create a lot of
noise for the citizens of Scott Ave, and there will be mud slides onto Rt
73 by disturbing the hillside. Many people also commented that they
want our roads repaired and paved before new roads are built. Some
felt the bridge option meeting at Greenbag Rd would be the best one to
add value for citizens. I tend to agree with these comments.

Louise Deal

I support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown
Industrial Park, and I also want a new exit to be added ASAP. This
project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia County but also
the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Kelly Williams

I understand Friday is the last day to comment on the bridge to
Mountain Top Beverage.

Thank you for your feedback. Your concern for the ultimate construction of
one project over the construction of two separate projects is noted. 1) The
design of the Harmony Grove interchange is sponsored by a private entity
(not WVDOH) and is ongoing, not approved or under construction. As
designed, the interchange does not meet state and federal highway safety
design standards and thus does not have FHWA approval. To bring the design
up to standard, the Harmony Grove Interchange design will likely require
considerably longer acceleration and deceleration lanes on mainline I-79.
These extensions would increase the project footprint, impacts, and cost.

Alternative 2 (Greenbag Road) was not advanced for further consideration by
the MMMPO and WVDOH due to bridge elevation and impacts to the MIP road
network.

Your concerns related to impacts of Preferred Alternative 3 have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for this project and the Harmony
Grove Interchange have been noted.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for this project and the Harmony
Grove Interchange have been noted.
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I think all effort should go into advancing the Harmony on I 79.

The 80 million dollars should be spent on improving the roads around
Morgantown which have been neglected by WV Doh over the years.
Thank you, Kelly Williams

WVDOH will continue to maintain existing infrastructure as projects are
advanced through design and construction.

David Lorenze

Thank you for your leadership in guiding our state to a prosperous and
bright future. Like you, I love Almost Heaven and have chosen to raise
my family in our beautiful state. Economic growth and quality of like are
important to me. Jobs drive an economy’s well-being while also
supporting quality of life enhancement via taxes. These are the main
driving forces behind my desire to see additional industrial development
opportunities enter our state, region and local Morgantown market.

I believe in leveraging strengths, while working on critical weaknesses,
to produce the greatest success. Morgantown, WV has many strengths,
including an R1 higher education institution and the corresponding labor
pool candidates, but also has some glaring weaknesses that hurt its
ability to enjoy further growth. North Central West Virginia has beautiful
terrain while serving as an industrial nightmare. Flat, buildable land is
rare in Morgantown and the surrounding area. To further diversify our
economy and strengthen job growth, I feel we need to support industrial
lands and parks similar to Morgantown Industrial Park.

Thank you for your comment. Your support for the project has been noted.
Also, your support for both the bridge and the interchange has been noted.

Infrastructure is a critical component to all sectors of commercial real
estate with industrial being at the top of the list. Proximity to primary
travel routes, most notably interstates, drives industrial decision
making. I have been a commercial real estate agent for 18 years.
During my career, I have witnessed projects lost in our state due to
proximity to major thoroughfares. I strongly believe building the
Morgantown Industrial Park bridge and constructing the interchange will
set Morgantown up for continued growth, industrial diversification and
long-term success. By default, Morgantown’s growth will benefit the
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state via higher tax base. Building the bridge feels like a win-win from a
ROI standpoint.

I recently send an email to a prospective spec industrial builder.
Proximity to the interstate is one of his critical concerns. In that email, I
presented numerous users that I am aware are/were looking throughout
north central WV including a keen interest in Morgantown Industrial
Park. Confidentially, I have and pasted a portion of that email so you
can better understand the magnitude of the interest. I have included the
number of jobs where the information is known.
®  100,000sf to 200,000sf: Manufacturing company, 100+
jobs. Considering lease versus purchase options.
®  50,000sf to 100,000sf: Manufacturing company, 100+
jobs. Considering lease versus purchase options.
®  40,000sf to 60,000sf: West coast light manufacturing and
distribution user. Considering lease and purchase options.
B 20,000sf to 25,000sf: Credit tenant with a destination
oriented retail operation. Focused on leasing.
®  15,000sf to 25,000sf: Strong buyer that needs shop and
yard space. Focused on buying.
®  12,000sf to 20,000sf: Credit tenant who needs some
outdoor storage. Broker repped so info on use is limited.
Prefers to lease.
®  10,000sf to 15,000sf: Regional tenant who needs some
outdoor storage. Destination oriented retail. Focused on
leasing.
B 6,000sf to 10,000sf: Client tenant that needs some yard.
Destination oriented retail. Focused on leasing.

®  Focused on buying.
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My goal in presenting this information is to demonstrate demand
that exists for large, industrial sites with strong access to
interstate accessibility. In summary, easy accessibility is critical
to attracting manufacturing, distribution and warehousing jobs to
West Virginia. The demand is there.

I appreciate your time, consideration and support for the
Morgantown Industrial Park access project. Thank you also for
continuing to be an advocate for a new I-79 interchange to
Morgantown Industrial Park. Please call my cell phone
_ if you would like to further discuss any details in

this letter.

Respectfully,
David Lorenze, CCIM

West Virginia Division of Highways 63



pate: -1 1= Q024

Mr. Travis Long, Director
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West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

MEETING DATE: Wednesday April 17, 2024

LOCATION: Westwood Middle School, 670 River Road, Westover, WV
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PUBLIC MEETING
PROJECT: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project

Monongalia County
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Travis Long, Director

Technical Support Division,

West Virginia Division of Highways,
1334 Smith Street,

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Subject: STATE PROJECT: X331-MIPAR-00 23
FEDERAL PROJECT: STBG-2023(312)D
MORGANTOWN INDUSTRIAL PARK ACCESS

Mr. Long,

Thank you for accepting public input on subject project. | recommend the No Build Option. The
Environmental Assessment does not seem to include the "Harmony Grove Interchange Only" as
part of the No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately serve the
privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less environmental impact on Morgantown
residents than the proposed Bridge over the Monongahela River.

The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the Monongahela River to US
119 and 1-68 for residents of Morgantown. The resources for the proposed bridge would
benefit Morgantown residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining:

US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont;

CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville;

WYV 7 between Brookhaven and 1-68 and US 119;

WYV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.

All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging rather than serving the
communities through which they pass. They also present a sorry picture to visitors to our
wonderful city.

In the past year, US 19 was beautifully repaved all the way from the PA state line to
Morgantown. It is already deteriorating due to lack of shoulder maintenance and apparently
inadequate design and construction of the roadway edges.



Over a period of approximately 15 to 5 years ago, WV 100 between Maidsville and US 19 was
repaved in 3 stages and was smooth from end-to-end for the first time in at least 50 years.
Now, it is rapidly returning to its former poor condition due to poor drainage, poor shoulder
maintenance and heavy truck traffic. The bumps and cracks that | painfully remember from
traveling it frequently over the past 50 yeas are all returning, indicating inadequate engineering
in the first place. WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville has been like minefield for as long
as | can remember.

| encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure before proceeding with a
bridge project of questionable merit for the citizens of Morgantown.

Sincerely,

Frank D. Gmeindl
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How did vou hear about the Public Informational Workshop? W/ad,oei-—

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our WVDOH website at:
https:/fransportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/Pages/MORGANTOWN-INDUSTRIAL-PARK-ACCESS.aspx
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Che Senate of West Wirginia

Charleston
MIKE CAPUTO STATE (7 wprroL, Room W-218
STATE SENATOR 1900 Kanawna Brvp. East
3 > CHariLesToN, WV 25305-0800
13TH SENATORIAL DISTRICT . -l:.:\ -\:- ﬁ-u:1 ’
e =2 = {70

May 15, 2024

Travis Long, Director

Technical Support Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
13354 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Dear Mr. Long,

| write in support of the proposed road and bridge between CR 45 and US 119 (River Road near Harmony
Grove to Grafton Road). This road would grant increased and much-needed access to Morgantown
Industrial Park, where Mountaintop Beverage and the WVU Hospital Warehouse are both located. Both
of those facilities will have significant shipping and employee traffic, and increasing access to the
Industrial Park will ease the minds of both industry and employees. Right now, if traffic gets bad or there
is a wreck, there aren’t many ways to get into or out of the Park. River Road is not suitable for large
trucks.

| believe that the proposed bridge will be a boon to the local area and continue the investments and
developments the county, state, and federal governments have put into the Park.

Thank you for allowing me to file these comments.

Sincerely,

Wik (.S

Mike Caputo
13" District



MONONGALIA COUNTY COMMISSION

243 HIGH STREET, ROOM 202
COURTHOUSE
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26505

Jeffrey L. Arnett, Commissioner Telephone: 304 291-7257
Thomas C. Bloom, Commissioner
Sean P. Sikora, Commissioner

May 15, 2024

Mr. Travis Long, Director

Technical Support Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
13354 Smith Street

Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Bridge Project — Monongalia County
Dean Mr. Long:

On behalf of the Monongalia County Commission, I am writing to express our support for the
Morgantown Industrial Park Access Bridge Project.

As predicted, Mountaintop Beverage is in the process of ramping up shipping volumes which,
combined with the projected growth of the Morgantown Industrial Park over the next five years
and the continued deterioration of River Road, this access, in addition to the Harmony Grove
Interchange is crucial in fulfilling a need for alternative routes to this area for our residents and
business community.

I-79 Exit 152 is already exceeding capacity and additional infrastructure is critical to address the
traffic burden in that area as well as improving access to the Morgantown Industrial Park.
Furthermore, the current Dupont Road/River Road area is home to two public schools which, in
the event of an emergency, lacks critical ingress/egress given the existing traffic.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact our office if you
have any questions or if we can be of further assistance.

Warmest Regards,

Sean P. Sikora
President
Monongalia County Commission



MANUFACTURERS

A WEST VIRGINIA
ASSOCIATION

May 14, 2024

Mr. Travis Long, Director
Technical Support Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
13354 Smith Street

Charleston, WV 25301

Dear Mr. Long:

My name is Bill Bissett and I serve as the President of the West Virginia
Manufacturers Association (WVMA), which was formed in 1915 to advance the
interests of the manufacturing industry in West Virginia. Through policy advocacy
and issue mobilization, the WVMA works to retain existing and attract new
manufacturing to the Mountain State. [ am writing to you on behalf of one of our
newer members, Mountaintop Beverage LLC.

As you may know, Mountaintop Beverage is a great economic success story, which
1s located in Morgantown. It is now fully operational, and its leadership team is
evaluating plans to expand their production. That said, the current transportation
infrastructure is inadequate to meet its current demands thus putting any future
expansion plans in jeopardy. With additional growth at Mountaintop Beverage on
the near horizon, this infrastructure expansion has become an urgent need.

In both the delivery of raw materials to their facility and the outflow of finished
product, current and future truck traffic requires better access to nearby Interstate
highways. With customers across the United States and throughout North America,
the movement of product to the end user is a major component of this business’
ongoing success. Increased traffic creates slow and possibly dangerous conditions
for residents and other existing businesses in the area.

Additionally, another large employer who serves the healthcare industry is about to
come online nearby. This new organization provides warehousing and distribution
of medical and surgical supplies to hospitals throughout West Virginia. Even more



truck traffic should be expected. As an issue that has been discussed at the federal,
state, and local level for some time now, progress needs to occur to address this
situation as soon as possible.

With the opportunity to add 1,500-2,000 jobs in the next five years, both through
additional employment at Mountaintop Beverage and other existing and future
tenants located in the same industrial park, having adequate transportation
resources are needed to be responsive to this much-needed growth.

On behalf of Mountaintop Beverage and the membership of the WVMA, we would
ask that transportation access be expanded as soon as possible to meet this growing
need and bolster this ongoing investment in West Virginia’s economy. If there is an
opportunity to provide feedback or public testimony regarding the importance of
this expansion, please know that we stand ready to do so.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at bill@wvma.com or 304-923-
2821.

Sincerely,

Bill Bissett, Ed.D.

President, West Virginia Manufacturers Association

CC: The Honorable Alex X. Money, United State House of Representatives
The Honorable Jim Justice, Governor of West Virginia
The Honorable Riley Moore, West Virginia State Treasurer
The Honorable Kent Leonhardt, West Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture
The Honorable Craig Blair, West Virginia Senate President
The Honorable Mike Oliverio, West Virginia Senate
The Honorable Roger Hanshaw, Speaker of the West Virginia House of
Delegates
The Honorable Joe Statler, West Virginia House of Delegates
Chief of Staff Brian Abraham, Office of the Governor of West Virginia
West Virginia Department of Transportation Secretary/Commissioner of
Highways Jimmy Wriston, PE
Jeff Sokal, CEO, Mountaintop Beverage LLC
Glenn Adrian, Adrian Enterprises, LLC
Russell Rogerson, President & CEO, Morgantown Area Partnership


mailto:bill@wvma.com

Che Senate of MWest Wirginia

Charleston

StATE CarrroL, Rooa W-206
1900 KanawHAa Bivp. East
CHAarLESTON, WV 25305-0800
304-357-7919

MicHAEL A. OLiverio 11
STATE SENATOR
131H SENATORIAL DIsTrICT

May 14, 2024

Mr. Travis Long, Director

Technical Support Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
13354 Smith Street

Charleston, WV 25301

Dear Mr. Long:

As a WV Senator I am writing you with concerns about jobs in my district with
new and future employers to come. With the arrival of these new companies comes
concerns with the safety of vehicular traffic, especially in the community of
Westover.

As you may know, Mountaintop Beverage is a great economic success story,
which is located in Morgantown. It is now fully operational, and its leadership
team is evaluating plans to expand their production. That said, the current
transportation infrastructure is inadequate to meet its current demands thus putting
any future expansion plans in jeopardy. With additional growth at Mountaintop
Beverage on the near horizon, this infrastructure expansion has become an urgent
need.

In both the delivery of raw materials to their facility and the outflow of finished
product, current and future truck traffic requires better access to nearby Interstate
highways. With customers across the United States and throughout North America,
the movement of product to the end user is a major component of this business’
ongoing success. Increased traffic creates slow and possibly dangerous conditions
for residents and other existing businesses in the area.

MiIKE OLIVERIO@WVSENATE.GOV



Additionally, another large employer who serves the healthcare industry is about to
come online nearby. This new organization provides warehousing and distribution
of medical and surgical supplies to hospitals throughout West Virginia. Even more
truck traffic should be expected. As an issue that has been discussed at the federal,
state, and local level for some time now, progress needs to occur to address this
situation as soon as possible.

With the opportunity to add 1,500-2,000 jobs in the next five years, both through
additional employment at Mountaintop Beverage and other existing and future
tenants located in the same industrial park, having adequate transportation
resources are needed to be responsive to this much-needed growth.

On behalf of the citizens I represent in Monongalia County, I would ask that
transportation access be expanded as soon as possible to meet this growing need
and bolster this ongoing investment in West Virginia’s economy. If there is an
opportunity to provide feedback or public testimony regarding the importance of
this expansion, please know that I stand ready to do so.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at mike.oliverio@wvsenate.gov
or 304-357-7919.

Sincerely,

L0l =
Senator Michael A. Oliverio 11

CC: The Honorable Alex X. Mooney, United State House of Representatives

The Honorable Jim Justice, Governor of West Virginia

The Honorable Riley Moore, West Virginia State Treasurer

The Honorable Kent Leonhardt, West Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture

The Honorable Craig Blair, West Virginia Senate President

The Honorable Roger Hanshaw, Speaker of the West Virginia House of Delegates
The Honorable Joe Statler, West Virginia House of Delegates

Chief of Staff Brian Abraham, Office of the Governor of West Virginia

West Virginia Department of Transportation Secretary/Commissioner of Highways
Jimmy Wriston, PE

Jeff Sokal, CEO, Mountaintop Beverage LLC

Glenn Adrian, Adrian Enterprises, LLC

Russell Rogerson, President & CEO, Morgantown Area Partnership



COMMITTEES
APPROPRIATIONS

COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

Mnited Dtates Denate Qoo o

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4805

SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO
WEST VIRGINIA

May 15, 2024
Mr. Travis Long
Director
Technical Support Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
13354 Smith Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Dear Director Long,

[ write in support of the West Virginia Division of Highway’s application for the Harmony
Grove Exit and bridge construction project affecting the Morgantown Industrial Park.
Completing these projects will allow for numerous economic benefits to North Central West
Virginia.

As Ranking Member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, I am proud to
have spearheaded the bipartisan IIJA that directly invests in our nation’s infrastructure needs.

The IIJA will provide transformational support to our communities, and I am happy to see the
positive effects this legislation is already having in West Virginia.

Should this project commence, WVDOH will begin construction of a bridge connecting the
Morgantown Industrial Park to the Harmony Grove exit. This Industrial Park, as a whole,
represents a large amount of jobs, commerce, and taxes for the Morgantown area. Within five
years, there is a potential for over a thousand high paying jobs that could be located within the
Park. However, without this bridge, commercial truck traffic will be delayed and will cause
numerous issues and headaches for the local business community that relies on this as a reliable
truck docking and transportation hub.

West Virginia’s best days are ahead of us and every investment made centered around the children
in our state brings us closer to the shared goal of uplifting Mountaineers everywhere. It is more
important than ever that we encourage domestic manufacturing and support our nation’s energy
needs, which is why I am writing to show my continued support of WVDOH’s project. I remain a
committed partner to our federal, state, and local entities, working in West Virginia. Please give
this letter of support your full consideration.

Sincerely,

"

Mo G-

Shelley Moore Capito
United States Senator
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From: Long, Travis E <travis.e.long@wv.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 9:45 AM

To: Sondra L Mullins <Sondra.L.Mullins@wv.gov>; Kuncio, Gerald M <gkuncio@skellyloy.com>
Subject: Fwd: Bridge to Mountain Top Beverage

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: kelly r williams <kellyrwilliams@msn.com>
Date: Thu, May 16, 2024 at 7:31 AM

Subject: Bridge to Mountain Top Beverage

To: travis.e.long@wyv.gov <travis.e.long@wyv.gov>

| understand Friday is the last day to comment on the bridge to Mountain Top Beverage.

| think all effort should go into advancing the Harmonyon | 79.

The 80 million dollars should be spent on improving the roads around Morgantown which have been
neglected by WV Doh over the years. Thank you, Kelly Williams Grove interc

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:gkuncio@skellyloy.com
mailto:lbair@skellyloy.com
mailto:gkuncio@skellyloy.com
http://www.skellyloy.com/
http://www.terracon.com/
mailto:kellyrwilliams@msn.com
mailto:travis.e.long@wv.gov
mailto:travis.e.long@wv.gov

SKELLYano LOY

A Blferracon Company
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West Virginia Division of Highways ,. g \3
Attn: Mr. Travis Long, Director : R \ ,L@'\\

1334 Smith Street 0 \]\‘i\ S
Charleston, WV 25301

RE: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project

Mr. Long,

Thank you for your leadership in guiding our state to a prosperous and bright future. Like you, | love
Almost Heaven and have chosen to raise my family in our beautiful state. Economic growth and quality
of life are important to me. Jobs drive an economy’s well-being while also supporting quality of life
enhancements via taxes. These are the main driving forces behind my desire to see additional industrial
development opportunities enter our state, region and local Morgantown market.

I believe in leveraging strengths, while working on critical weaknesses, to produce the greatest success.
Morgantown, WV has many strengths, including an R1 higher education institution and the
corresponding labor pool candidates, but it also has some glaring weaknesses that hurt its ability to
enjoy further growth. North Central West Virginia has beautiful terrain while serving as an industrial
nightmare. Flat, buildable land is rare in Morgantown and the surrounding area. To further diversify our
economy and strengthen job growth, | feel we need to support industrial lands and parks similar to
Morgantown Industrial Park.

Infrastructure is a critical component to all sectors of commercial real estate with industrial being at the
top of the list. Proximity to primary travel routes, most notably interstates, drives industrial decision
making. | have been a commercial real agent for 18 years. During my career, | have witnessed projects
lost in our state due to proximity to major thoroughfares. | strongly believe building the Morgantown
Industrial Park bridge and constructing the interchange will set Morgantown up for continued growth,
industrial diversification and long-term success. By default, Morgantown’s growth will benefit the state
via a higher tax base. Building the bridge feels like a win-win from a ROI standpoint.

I recently sent an email to a prospective spec industrial builder. Proximity to interstate is one of his
critical concerns. In that email, | presented numerous users that | am aware are/were looking
throughout north central WV including a keen interest in Morgantown Industrial Park. Confidentially, |
have copy and pasted a portion of that email so you can better understand the magnitude of the
interest. | have included the number of jobs where the information is known.

¢ 100,000sf to 200,000sf: Manufacturing company. 100+ jobs. Considering lease versus purchase
options.

® 50,000sf to 100,000sf: Manufacturing company. 100+ jobs. Considering lease versus purchase
options.

® 40,000sf to 60,000sf: West coast light manufacturing and distribution user. Considering lease
and purchase options.

e 20,000sf to 25,000sf: Credit tenant with a destination oriented retail operation. Focused on
leasing.

1399 Stewartstown Road « Morgantown, WV 26505
P304.413.4350 F304.599.3285 W BlackDiamondRealty net



e 15,000sf to 25,000sf: Strong buyer that needs shop and yard space. Focused on buying.

e 12,000sf to 20,000sf: Credit tenant who needs some outdoor storage. Broker repped so info on
use is limited. Prefers to lease.

e 10,000sf to 15,000sf: Regional tenant who needs some outdoor storage. Destination oriented
retail. Focused on leasing.

e  6,000sf to 10,000sf: Credit tenant that needs some yard. Destination oriented retail. Focused
on leasing.

My goal in presenting this information is to demonstrate demand exists for large, industrial sites with
strong access to interstate accessibility. In summary, easy accessibility is critical to attracting
manufacturing, distribution and warehousing jobs to West Virginia. The demand is there.

| appreciate your time, consideration and support of the Morgantown Industrial Park access project.
Thank you also for continuing to be an advocate for a new I-79 interchange to Morgantown Industrial
Park. Please call my cell phone (304.685.3092) if you would like to further discuss any details in this -
letter. '

Respectfully,

Black Diamond Reaity LLC
Principal

1399 Stewartstown Road « Morgantown, WV 26505
P304.413.4350 F 30459937285 W BlackDiamondRealtv net




First Name Last Name Comments
| have read the EA published March 2024, and am dismayed at the waste of money that any of these projects seem to represent. On page 15, it is
stated that the Harmony Grove interchange project was initiated in 2020. That appears to be the simple and cost-effective solution to give truck
traffic access to MIP and the interstates. None of the Alternatives include the Harmony Grove interchange as part of their analysis after that brief
mention, and this analysis is woefully incomplete without an Alternative looking at the Harmony Grove interchange alone. It appears that Alternativg
3 envisions trucks accessing I-79N by crossing the river on a new bridge, driving 1/4 mile on Rt. 119, then traveling back along 1-68 only to re-crosg
Scott Soderholm the river near where they started in Harmony Grove. Getting to I-79S or I-68E are a little less ridiculous, but no better with the new bridge project
proposed than they would be with a simple interchange at Harmony Grove. Why would we spend $72 million on a redundant bridge & road project
that will disrupt traffic in a busy part of town (Rt. 119) and require closure of our award-winning rail trail system that is used by many citizens not jug
for health but also for transportation? The Harmony Grove interchange alone is sufficient. Put effort into making that project happen, rather than
building a redundant bridge that will be seen as an expensive mistake once the Harmony Grove interchange is constructed. At the very least,
honesty requires you to evaluate what a Harmony Grove interchange-only Alternative would cost and what its impacts would be. Without that
analysis, it is clear that you will not have considered all of your options.
As shown in the public comments recorded in the EA, the public is overwhelmingly against this project. | didn't see a single comment calling for
building this project. By WVDOH's own analysis, two-thirds explicitly opposed the project.
Brian Powell
It is troubling to see WVDOH so clearly ignore public opinion. | hope FHWA addresses this issue and forces WVDOH to, at a minimum, develop
new project alternatives if not right outright kill this project.
April 16, 2024
Travis Long
Director
Technical Support Division,
West Virginia Division of Highways,
1334 Smith Street,
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
Dear Mr. Long:
| am writing to express my grave concerns about the proposed bridge across the Mon River to the Westover Industrial Park. | believe it should not
be built. My concerns are as follows:
*Any bridge construction will have adverse effects on recreational use of the Mon River Rail-Trail, a popular, high-use public greenspace
. *Increased truck traffic and associated increases in air and noise pollution will negatively impact residential neighborhoods
Mark Brazaitis A L ) .
*Already frequent landslides will increase due to increases in storm water runoff from non-permeable surfaces
*Any short-term benefits of a bridge are outweighed by the long-term costs to the environment (air and noise pollution; environmental impact of
construction and new structures)
*Spending $71 million state tax dollars on a bridge that will primarily serve a private company shortchanges Mon County taxpayers who already
drive on state roads that are in disrepair
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Hello, | am really concerned about the impact this will have on the residents in the area as well as the immensely harmful impact this will have on
Michaela Edwards the environment. This will increase road noise and negatively traffic to the area. Can we not just improve current infrastructure and roads to

increase safety instead of letting it continue to deteriorate and building something new instead? Are there no other solutions?

Morgantown Industrial Park Access

Website Comments April 1- May 17, 2024



Jackson

Hurst

| approve and support WYDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project. | have reviewed the Environmental Assessment for
WVDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project and | support the findings in the document. | also approve and support the
preferred alternative for WVDOT's/WVDOH's Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project because the preferred alternative will avoid impacts to
the middle and north portion of the Morgantown Industrial Park.

John

Nabors

How is a bridge from South University Avenue to the industrial park? Beneficial or cost-effective, it seems to me.
The location for a bridge would be on the North side of town to extend 68 On West and put the off ramp at harmony Grove. It makes no sense to
have 2 bridges within eyesight of each other.

Maria

Smith

If there were interest in the industrial park for public transit service this bridge would certainly help us access the area and provide meaningful
service through the area. It is not likely that any of our routes will change when the bridge opens but it will allow us faster entry to that part of the
county. We may use this as a means to bypass downtown traffic and begin our service on Rt 4 Orange Line and for our MicroTransit service.

Austin

Bartgis

maybe before spending 80 million on a bridge how about use that money for completely re paving roads like across the westover bridge all the way
to Collasantes or from pizza hut in South Park to the end of Walnut St. by the Sheriff’s station or all of Spruce and High St. as well! Perhaps stop
allowing the dump trucks that come from sabraton to cut through downtown which ruins the roads!!!

Charles

Harris

Attended the April 17 meeting to learn about this project and ask questions. The description of Alternative 3 was clearly explained from both an
environmental and engineering perspective. After consideration of the location and cost of the project | would favor the NO BUILD alternative. The
interchange at Harmony Grove would accomplish the same thing at a lower cost. The DOH could put some of this money towards fixing our
existing roads, and learning how to fill potholes smoothly.

| spoke with the environmental consultant who is also involved in Corridor H, whose construction near the Blackwater River would cause damage
to this important trout stream. My suggestion here is to GO NORTH to avoid the Blackwater. This was the same suggestion made years ago when
Corridor H was forced to alter its course to avoid damaging of the trout streams along Rte. 33.

Catherine

Fonseca

I am not in support of this bridge's proposed location. This would be more universally beneficial if it directly connected Greenbag Road at the
Grafton junction, rather than only Grafton Rd. That would allow for greater benefit to Morgantown residents, since it could direct truck traffic away
from residential areas. It would also see more use by residents themselves, rather than creating another inefficient route skirting the city.
Otherwise, this is only benefiting a single company without doing much for county residents.

Parker

Grimes

As a lifelong resident of the Morgantown area and one who resides and travels River Road on a daily basis my primary support would be for the
Harmony Grove interchange that would limit the need for any truck traffic on River Road and would significantly reduce the truck traffic through
Westover. | see benefit of having another access to the industrial park as is presented with the proposed bridge to Rail Street. My concern is,
would that access from 168 truly limit truck traffic through Westover with trucks continuing to get off of the Westover from 179 to access the
industrial park. The Harmony Grove interchange allows for much better access to the interstate for residents and businesses in that area. The
bridge to rail street does not serve the same purpose.

Morgantown Industrial Park Access

Website Comments April 1- May 17, 2024



Arthur

Diefenbach

| STRONGLY OPPOSE THE NEW BRIDGE!

It will result in increased air pollution:

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air pollution
in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.

It will endanger morgantown water supply:

The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and upstream from,
the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to the chemical plant
or finished products from the chemical plant.

It will result in landslides which could close Route 73 and the rail trail:

The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of thousands to clean
up. Increasing stormwater issues by changing drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown Road (Route 73) and the Morj
River Rail-Trail.

Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in construction area, other bridge construction in the state close the rail-trail in the
construction zone for years while it is being built, the Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed 5
years and counting. The Mon Rail Trail is one of the Premier recreational attractions in the state !

| recommend the No Build Option. The Environmental Assessment does not seem to include the "Harmony Grove Interchange Only" as part of the|
No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately serve the privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less environmentg
impact on Morgantown residents than the proposed Bridge over the Monongahela River.

The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the Monongahela River to US 119 and |-68 for residents of Morgantown. The
resources for the proposed bridge would benefit Morgantown residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining:

US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont - the section in Westover is like a war zone it is so bad

CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville;

WV 7 from E. Brockway to S. Walnut street in Morgantown is in terrible condition and | avoid it

WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.

All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging rather than serving the communities through which they pass. They also
present a sorry picture to visitors to our wonderful city.

| encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the citizens
of Morgantown.

Morgantown Industrial Park Access
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| STRONGLY OPPOSE THE NEW BRIDGE!

It will result in increased air pollution:

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air pollution
in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained.

It will endanger Morgantown’s water supply:

The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and upstream from,
the primary drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to the chemical plant
or finished products from the chemical plant.

It will result in landslides which could close Route 73 and the rail trail:

The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of thousands to clean
up. Increasing stormwater issues by changing drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown Road (Route 73) and the Mor
River Rail-Trail.

Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in construction area, other bridge construction in the state close the rail-trail in the
construction zone for years while it is being built, the Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed 5

Patricia Diefenbach years and counting. The Mon Rail Trail is one of the Premier recreational attractions in the state !
I recommend the No Build Option. The Environmental Assessment does not seem to include the "Harmony Grove Interchange Only" as part of the|
No Build analysis. The Harmony Grove Interchange may adequately serve the privately owned Morgantown Industrial Park with less environmentg
impact on Morgantown residents than the proposed Bridge over the Monongahela River.
The Westover Bridge (US 19) provides adequate access across the Monongahela River to US 119 and 1-68 for residents of Morgantown. The
resources for the proposed bridge would benefit Morgantown residents more if they were applied to upgrading and maintaining:
US 19 between Morgantown and Fairmont - the section in Westover is like a war zone it is so bad
CR-45 between Morgantown and US 19 at Arnettsville;
WV 7 from E. Brockway to S. Walnut street in Morgantown is in terrible condition
WV 100 between Westover and Maidsville.
All of these roads have seen decades of neglect and are damaging rather than serving the communities through which they pass. They also
present a sorry picture to visitors to our wonderful city.
| encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the citizens
of Morgantown.
Madison Muilenburg As a team member at Mountaintop Beverage, we are in support of this project so we can continue to expand our business!
As a team member at Mountaintop Beverage, | am in complete support of the bridge project in the Morgantown Industrial Park. This will allow us tq
Beth Pratt continue to grow our business and provide strong paying careers for even more members in the communities where we live and work. Minimizing
the truck traffic will also provide less disruption to those who live in the Westover area.
Fully support new bridge for access and job creation in WV. We have a terrific workforce and ready to grow the business in the future. The site
access is terrible. River Road is absolutely a travesty and doesn’t show well when we bring customers from across the country. Soon 19 in
Doug Jantzi westover is closing for repair and recently we had one way in and out as river road due to flooding and slides is routinely shut down. The business
can’t grow without better access for our customers to pick up their products. Routinely independent third party carriers get turned around and or gqg
wrong way creating bottlenecks and issues. The bridge will be another place for nesting and wildlife such as the peregrine falcons on the 79
bridge. Lets Go! Time to move forward Morgantown and WV
I, Hannah Matthews, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the resident:
Hannah Matthews of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
Bob Milvet I, Bob Milvet, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Susan Kucish I, Susan Kucish support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industry Park.
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I, Lee Cross, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of

Lee Cross Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
John Armbrester
I, John Armbrester, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents
of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Cind Hall I, Cindy Hall, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will not only benefit the people of
y Morgantown but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
Cha McGuire
I Chad McGuire support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Terri Stottlemver | Terri Stottlemyer support the bridge project to enhance the access to the Morgantown Industrial park. This project will benefit not only the
Y residents of Monongalia County but also the state of WV by further promoting local business growth.
) " | Sherri Grim, support the bridge project to enhance the access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Sherri Grim . - . .
Monongalia County, but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Douglas Allard | support the bridge project to enhance the business at the Morgantown industrial park.
Marc Helmick I, Marc Helmick, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
Amy Gibson . ) . . . . . ) .
I, Amy Gibson, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth
I, Daniel R Plume, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents o
Daniel Plume Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
Jennifer Cook I, Jennifer Cook, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
The bridge is desperately needed to control traffic through town. There are now twice as many, if not more of trucks and the businesses needing
Colin Goodrich trucks continue to grow in the industrial park. So our fear is this is only getting worse by the day. There are safety hazards as well with all the truc
traffic on the roads in town. and truck traffic by schools.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County
Eugenia Marcelli I, Eugenia Marcelli, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents
of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
| am very supportive of the project to add a bridge to improve access to the Morgantown Industrial Park and the positive economic impact it will
Jeffrey Sokal .
have on the local community and the State.
I support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Mon County,
Shari Walker but also the state of WV by further promoting local business growth. There are lots of businesses in the Industrial Park and currently, the only
viable way to get to them is via River Road (which is narrow and dangerous) or through Westover via DuPont Road. Thank you!
Peter Jantzi I, Peter Jantzi, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of

Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
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Tina

Sinsel

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Tina Sinsel, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Haylee

Swinchock

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Haylee Swinchock, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County, but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Travis

Miller

I, Travis Miller, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Kurt

Johnson

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Kurt Johnson, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth. This will allow our team to expand and reach ourf
true potential!

Nick

Harpold

This project is an absolutely waste of money that will benefit nobody except a couple businesses that had no business being built where they are.

This will disturpt downtown Morgantown and have adverse imapcts on home values in First Ward. An exit off river run would satisfy this need and

have a minimal affect on this community. Morgantown is already being destroyed by Greer Quarry's trucks, with no support from the state to recify
the issue. | and the overwhelming majority of Morgantown residents vehemently oppose this development and the people proposing this initiative

need to be audited to determine their personal benefit from pushing this forward.

elijah

romine

This seems like a useless bridge. What is the point of spending this much money when you could simply connect the industrial park to the
interstate? Who's getting paid for this waste?

David

K

Do not build this. We have much more pressing matters in this county and city than wasting money on a kickback project.

Marvin

Davis

| do not support this bridge and believe it to be a gross use of public funds when they should be directed at the Harmony Grove interchange, the
Exit 155 interchange, paving of the cratered, poor roadways across Monongalia County, or a host of other projects that make more sense. | refuse
to believe a bridge providing benefit to only one company and a few stakeholders is a better investment than any of what | listed.

Leo

Cevallos

I’'m very concerned by the high price tag of this project, especially for a bridge that nobody seems to want. | believe this funding can be better spen
elsewhere.

Timothy

Reynolds

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Tim Reynolds, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Timothy

Reynolds

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Tim Reynolds, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Ryan

Dragonir

| fail to see how spending $80 million dollars on a bridge is smart when the possibility of an additional interchange is possible in the near future.
Especially when there appears to be a lot of infrastructure projects around the state that could use $80 million.

lan

Bird

The new interchange should be prioritized and accelerated in place of this project. This bridge will only further strain already limited resources.

Parker

Morgan

This project is a gross misuse of funds that we need to focus onto repairing existing roads and providing faster alternatives to get trucks OFF OF
residential access roads like Holland Ave. The noise pollution coming off the Monongalia from only one bridge is already ridiculous, please do not
provide more reasons for heavy truck traffic to barrel through.

Mark

Rockwell

| think that this would be a great step forward until the exit is built. This will reduce town large truck traffic and also help alleviate additional traffic
congestion for the cities. It will also reduce the traffic on the problem riddled River Road.
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Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

Kevin Griffith I, Kevin Giriffith, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Brian Simpson | fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia|
County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Jamie Simpson | fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia|
County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

James Simpson | fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia|
County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Ella Simpson | fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia|
County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Lexi Simpson | fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of Monongalia|
County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

Craig Jantzi I, Craig Jantzi, fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. It's imperative with large brands delivery
access and their impressions of making it easier to do business in West Virginia, which will lead to more expansions. This project will benefit not
only the residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

. . ) | approve of this bridge being built. There are too many trucks that can slow traffic down in our residential areas. This will allow the trucks to safely

Michael Liguori )
get to the interstates.

Steve Aversa River Road needs to re-paved (it's in horrible condition) and with the Truck Traffic going thru Westover it's just a matter of time before those roads
start looking bad; this planned new access road will help. Also a Exit off 79 straight to plant would also help traffic issues in Westover

Jeff Darnell There needs to be better access to Morgantown Industrial Park because River Road is unreliable with frequent landslides and it’s narrow. Also
with other businesses coming the amount of road traffic through Westover will tax the roads there.

Raymond Frankhouser | Raymond Frankhouser support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Paul Curtis | Paul Curtis support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Neil McKnight I Neil McKnight support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of

Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth
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The Environmental Assessment for the planned road connecting the Mountaintop Beverage plant and Morgantown Industrial Park (MB & MIP) in
general to |-68 appears to address traffic and environmental issues well.

There are background issues which | have not found covered in the planning.
The first is the accommodation of driver's needs along the route.
| have seen nothing which indicates that MB & IMP provide, or plan to provide, facilities for the rest, sanitation, and food needs of drivers. | have

seen mornings on which truckers using the I-79 rest areas north and south of Morgantown have spilled out on to the ramps and auto parking. I will
also point out that there is no food service in such facilities. On the 1-68 routing | am not aware of significant truck support facliities until well into

Wallace Venable Maryland, and while the Welcome Centers at the WV-MD line provide restrooms there is limited parking. We do not have the facilities which
truckers serving us need within our area.
The new bridge and road will bring potentially major traffic challenges within our community.
We can expect the new bridge and road through MIP to become a by-pass route between 1-68 and I-79 in case of restrictions on I-68 between the
US 119 and Mile 0 exits, Uffington Bridge repairs or replacement on |-79, or an accident on I-79 such as the one which recently shut down 1-79 for
several hours. This could result in hundreds of vehicles being re-routed through Westover via the DuPont Road. Through Al, traffic may also be re-|
routed to I-79 at Star City via Beechurst. While this bypass routing is overall a positive contribution to emergency traffic flow in the area, we should
have clearly defined procedures in place.

Terry Nicholson I, Terry Nicholson, fully support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Elijah romine This project makes no sense and is a massive waste of money. This is a useless bridge to help rich people increase their property value. Anyone
involved in this is a parasite on society
Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

Jeremy Davis I, Jeremy Davis, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Logan Elliott I, Logan Elliott, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

John Moats Would be great for the business park. As well as for the safety of the community of Westover. Never know if River Road is open or close
| support the "NO BUILD" option. The proposed bridge will become superfluous when the Harmony Grove interchange is completed. Construction

JoNell Strough - S . - o
of the proposed bridge will disrupt the community and have detrimental consequences for the rail-trail.

Daniel Deal I think this bridge will greatly help business growth in Morgantown. It will also benefit the residents of Harmony grove as well as those who live on
Smithtown Rd who have to use the Smithtown/Don Knotts Blvd intersection
The proposed route will become redundant and a “bridge to nowhere” once the highway interchange is completed. It seems a very large expense

Adam Raese for a temporary solution, something that could be invested elsewhere, either the Alt1 route or repairs to river road, to provide more benefit to this

area.
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Christiaan

Abildso

In the Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning Organization’s current LRTP, a southern Mon River Bridge (project C10) is scored as the
<second lowest priority> on the entire list, tied with “Dug Hill Road Improvements” for 98th out of 100 projects. That alone, shows there is no public
support for providing this bridge IN ADDITION to the new interchange. The cost is far too high (and still a low-ball estimate at $70-80 million). It will
provide almost no benefit in relieving traffic congestion to the industrial park when considering it along with the new Harmony Grove interchange.

The bridge will also likely have major deleterious effects on Smithtown Road because of the proposed interchange from the bridge with Smithtown.
Trucks could more easily use Smithtown (without multiple signalized intersections) to head south on 179 than by taking the bridge to 119, then 168 §
179. Smithtown Road is already starting to deteriorate and cause negative issues to down the hill to the rail-trail and river. This would exacerbate
that.

The governor has a financial stake in the industrial park that should not be overlooked. There are 97 other community priorities that should be
funded before this bridge is considered. It is a maintenance expense albatross that will burden transportation dollars in perpetuity.

Construction will shut down the rail-trail running beneath it, exacerbate existing landslides and create new landslides in that area, further harming
the rail-trail...a much more important community asset than a bridge or an industrial park. Please, slow down. Wait to see if the FHWA approves
the interchange. If they don’t, then start the process on other alternatives, including this bridge.

Michael

Jones

| oppose the bridge and believe there should be the Harmony Grove interchange ONLY>

The EA does include the "No Build" alternative, as required by NEPA. The analysis does not include the "Harmony Grove interchange Only" as
part of the No Build analysis. For example, the traffic analysis apparently assumes all trucks to the Industrial Park will use the bridge, not the
interchange. The air quality analysis concludes there would be no impacts, nor is there an energy analysis or analysis of greenhouse gas
emissions.

Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air pollution
in the Valley. The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained. The Harmony Grove Interchange will provide adequate access, shorter access in
most cases, and very much cheaper access. Bridge construction will also facilitate landslides and exposed soils, resulting in erosion and sediment
into the Mon River. A short email from you could make a lot of difference in these options. The Governor wants to build both a new Interchange
AND a new bridge. $80 million of public funds could be better spent on other projects in West Virginia than a bridge to basically serve one private
company in a private industrial park.

Reasons | am opposed:

1) bridge estimated to cost $70-$82 million will be redundant once the Harmony Grove Interchange (estimate is $42 million) is built. 1t would
provide no more positive impact than the Harmony Grove Interchange currently being built and will come at great expense.

2) The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling potential contaminants to and from the industrial park.

3) In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within five hours flow time of MUB’s intake — be it along the Monongahela River
or one of its tributaries — is considered inside the “zone of critical concern.” McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is “mere
minutes” from MUB’s water treatment plant.

4) Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in construction area. HOWEVER,, other bridge construction in the state close the
rail-trail in the construction zone for years while it is being built, the Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is
still closed 5 years and counting.

5) I do not know if the bridge design is to include piers in the river. | believe the Corps and U.S. Coast Guard would both prefer less piers in
navigable rivers that can be hit- leading to damage and possible collapse of the bridge and possible loss of life with it. Impoundments in our
precious WV waterways should be avoided at all costs.

It does not make economic sense to build this bridge. It harms the environment. An alternative is already being planned. NO to the Bridge.

Thank you

Michael Jones
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Matt

Calvert

Subject : Morgantown Industrial Park access project, Mon County

| support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit the area of Morgantown as well as the
entire state of West Virginia by promoting local business growth.

Barb

Howe

| am opposed to building a bridge for all the reasons that the Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition, MUB, and others address.

The Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition (MVCAC) is concerned about any of the alternatives involving a bridge over the Mon River. Here is their summary:
Because there are hundreds of diesel trucks per day to travel in and out of the Morgantown Industrial Park, this will add significantly to air pollution in the Valley.
The terrain is steep so pollution can be retained. The Harmony Grove Interchange will provide adequate access, shorter access in most cases, and very much
cheaper access.

The Morgantown Dominion Post has also questioned the need for a bridge as a short-term solution until the interchange is built.

Other reasons:

1) bridge will be redundant once the Harmony Grove Interchange is built at less expense.t expense.

2) Alternative 1 will add truck traffic noise and air pollution to the Mon Valley and most directly impact the adjacent First Ward and Wharf District neighborhoods and
businesses.

3) The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and upstream from, the primary
drinking water intake for MUB. It creates a risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to the chemical plant or finished products from the
chemical plant.

More from MUB article on October 22, 2023

The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as “Alternative 3,” would connect to U.S. 119 near Scott Avenue, include a multi-span bridge across thg
river and tie into an improved Rail Street, which is part of the industrial park’s existing street network. That would put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5
miles, from MUB'’s primary drinking water intake.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10 letter to the DOH.

“We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million gallons of source water ou
treatment plant processes on a daily basis,” McNulty explained, noting “significant care” must be taken during construction to prevent river contamination.

The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling potential contaminants to and from the industrial park.

“A spill event on or near the proposed bridge poses a significant risk of contaminating the public’s drinking water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to
our intake,” McNulty wrote.

In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within five hours flow time of MUB’s intake — be it along the Monongahela River or one of its
tributaries — is considered inside the “zone of critical concern.” McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is “mere minutes” from MUB’s water
treatment plant.

4) The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to landslides. Increasing stormwater issues by changing drainage in this area will likely add to
existing problems on Smithtown Road (Route 73) and the very popular Mon River Rail-Trail.

What happens when there is a hazardous material incident on the bridge as a result of an accident or from a fuel leak from a vehicle? How likely is it that toxic
materials could fall into the river and pollute the water?

Thank you for considering these comments and those of others opposed to this bridge that seems designed to just serve one company at great public expense.

Mike

Breiding

| think there should be a "No Build" option. A Harmony Grove exit off of I-79 would be more cost effective and less disruptive than a new bridge
over the Mon River.

If the new bridge is the chosen option, keeping the Mon River Rail-Trail open during ALL phases of planning and construction should be included in]
the planning and construction process.

Justin

Adams

The Harmony Grove interchange is definitely needed and needs to be built. The alternative 3 is the worst use of money in this state and a poor
decision by the DOH. The road should have a second bridge to meet somewhere between or before the Morgantown Lock. Instead the state feels
wasting large copious amounts of money on a bridge that will become obsolete once the interchange is built is best. The state and government
officials should be working to ensure the interchange is built as priority. It could mean the loss of 1000s of jobs to our area if not completed.
Morgantown has been ignored for a number of years for large road work projects to help alleviate and improve traffic in our city as it grows only for
state officials and DOH officials to favor Kanawha and southern projects over improving and maintaining roads in our area and the panhandles.
The need is evident and the demand for this connector and its partner connector are showing demand by the business community and the people
who live, work and play in the Morgantown/Monongalia County area. Morgantown deserves better and the DOH has long ignored the pleas of us
here.
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Adam

Webster

As a resident of I | am adamantly opposed to a new bridge crossing the Monongahela in order to reach the industrial park and nearby
properties. The amount of funding aimed at this project is a misuse of public monies and does not serve long term needs of the public, in general,
however greatly profits private business. Clearing trees and spanning a bridge across the river will cause noise pollution up and down the river and
will disrupt quality of living into Morgantown's neighborhoods and waterfront, the latter of which is supposed to be the calling card of the community
Increased traffic will also add to air pollution, especially during temperature inversions. Please consider a highway exit instead of a bridge to meet
the needs of businesses and to ensure the quality of living of citizens in the area, let alone to demonstrate responsible spending of public funds.

Again, | am adamantly opposed to a new bridge across the Monongalia River. The way we plan and build today will greatly impact our community
for years to come. The Morgantown area already suffers from decades of lacking zoning and planning and this bridge should not be another insult
to the public's desire to have both a working and livable community, in which the government supports the health and wellness of its people and
spends the people's money responsibly.

Kelly

Williams

Regarding the new bridge planned for the Mon River, | really think it would be best to proceed with the Harmony Grove Interchange first. | really
can’t see spending 80 million dollars for this bridge when there are so many roads and bridges in this county that really need repair and replacing .

Samantha

Chambers

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Samantha Chambers, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the
residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Ally

Hawkins

Project: Morgantown Industrial Park Access Project, Mon County

I, Ally Hawkins, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents of
Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Jake

Huntington

I, Jake Huntington, support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. This project will benefit not only the residents
of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Tristan

Dennis

A bridge JUST for the industrial park?! It will be obsolete in only a few years! This is not needed. Nobody FROM our community has asked for this,
but please by all means spend OUR money how YOU see fit. There are countless other infrastructures in desperate need of attention. Please, do
not do this. | have lived here nearly 30 years and | want to spend many more here in peace without the disgusting influences of Greer and other
companies who've monopolized our community.
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The EA does not include the "Harmony Grove interchange Only" as part of the No Build analysis. The EA must include the interchange only as an option in the analysis.

Recreation Concerns:

The work will negatively impact the Mon River Rail-Trail. If this project goes through, the language in the final contract must agree to pay MRTC the fees owed for trail access and
closure. Construction will also negatively impact the Upper Mon Water Trail.

The project once complete will negatively impact Dorsey's Knob even more than the Industrial Park already has on the high point view.

Environmental Justice Concerns:

The preferred alternative disproportionately affects more minority low-income populations and the EA claims without any data, such as surveys of the residents on Scott Avenue, that
an industrial park bridge is what low-income minority families want near their homes while their children are playing because it's going to give them a job. Is this true? It seems like the
residents should be consulted about whether they are looking for jobs at the industrial park and if those jobs are going to pay more than the jobs they already have and if so if they are
willing to value that so much that they would prefer a road/bridge to go right in front of where they live and where their kids play because the kids on Scott Ave are out playing all the
time. As a parent, I'd rather travel further to get to my job than have a heavy truck-traffic road/bridge next to where my kid plays.

Archaeological Concerns:

Knowledge passed down within a family that has lived in this project area for the past 90+ years indicates that there are Native American mounds in this area. They may have been
disturbed by this point, but still important to consider.

Noise Concerns:

EA says:

"The industrial park currently generates approximately 300 trucks/day; full build-outprojects that truck traffic could more than double to 700 trucks/day.Mountaintop Beverage proposes
to expand its operations by 400,000 square feet.The expansion could increase their full-time employment from 200 to as many as

450 employees and increase truck traffic from 100 trucks/day to 200-300trucks/day.Currently, the ADT volume on River Road between DuPont Road and the Westover Bridge
intersection is 3,900 with 220 trucks operating at LOS C. It is estimated that future growth in the area will result in an increased ADT volume on River Road to

10,400 (38% increase) with 586 trucks operating at LOS F by 2050 (166% increase)."

Does the noise analysis include trucks braking? How many trucks are used for the noise analysis? The estimated maximum number?

Air Quality Concerns:

The air quality analysis concludes there would be no impacts. It is impossible that there would be no impact. As a resident in the proposed project area, we smell the chemical plant at
least 4 times a year, due likely to temperature inversions. For air quality, is the claimed no impact for the construction itself or the projected maximum car traffic plus 900+ trucks using
the bridge?

As the Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition pointed out: "We know that the large heavy diesel trucks generate various pollutants including fine particulates, free radical fragments, nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxides and a long list of hazardous and volatile organic compounds. These can and do accumulate in valleys where the weather conditions vary significantly over
days at a time. Weather inversions are particularly hazardous in this regard. The health effects involved are not limited to asthma and lung cancer, both of which are common in this
area already. The number of trucks per day on any of these roads would be very large perhaps excessive, rated at 150 trucks per day or more in the present configuration, a number
that could reach 300 trucks per day in a few years. No one knows the actual number but it is projected to be incredibly large or excessive for this type of project. Other companies in
the Morgantown Industrial Park would have access to this bridge system that will add additional trucks, that must be planned for at this time. These liquid loads represent heavy trucks
with diesel enaines

Rachelle Thorne
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Pastair pollufion studies have shown that the hazardous pollutants generated in the Morgantown Industrial Park or its vicinity can travel for five miles or more, over the City of
Morgantown as far as the end of Collins Ferry Road. The public health literature now

contains details of the damages of fine particulates and very fine particulates; these are taken into the lungs where they enter the blood stream which distributes them to the heart and
the brain. This is the most damaging set of mechanisms. Asthma and other lung impairments result. Depending upon the chemical nature of the fine particulates, lung cancer can
result as is known from decades of medical research studies."

Any more detail on the gas pipeline crossing?

Landslide Concerns:

EA says: "There could be indirect impacts to geologic resources that present geotechnical concerns as dealing with steep grades can be difficult to maintain, but upfront engineering
solutions will be built into the roadway and bridge design to avoid and minimize those effects."

What type of maintenance is anticipated? How much will that cost over time? Smithtown Rd at this section honestly looks like it is going to slide down to the river at any point and
anyone that commutes on Smithtown or uses the rail-trail below can see this. So how expensive is the difficult maintenance of a road and bridge in a landslide zone? Since this cost will
fall on the taxpayers for the life of the bridge.

Water Quality Concerns:

MUB states: "MUB's primary drinking water intake is located approximately 7,500 feet from the proposed location of the new bridge. We are concerned that construction activities

will cause significant sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million gallons of source water our treatment plant processes on a daily basis. Significant care must
be taken during construction to prevent any river contamination since MUB's water intake is mere minutes of river water travel from the proposed construction area. We also are
concerned about the risk posed by increased truck traffic hauling contaminants to and from the industrial park. A spill event on or near the proposed bridge poses a significant risk of
contaminating the public's drinking water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to our intake."

The EA mentions coordinating with appropriate entities regarding any sedimentation during construction. Does that mean the DOH will pay for any extra costs incurred for MUB to treat
the drinking water if sedimentation becomes an issue during the construction? Or do we face higher water bills? And who pays for the costs in the long-term if there is a chemical spill?
How are those future costs and impacts measured? It's all taxpayer-funded one way or another, but will it fall on the city, county, or state?

EA says: "Preferred Alternative 3 encompasses an existing road on the west side of the river, with an existing access point. On the east side of the river, there will be new connection
points; however, the topography limits the cumulative effects related to development. Conversely, the Harmony Grove Interchange provides a major access point

where one does not otherwise exist. Together, the two transportation projects could provide

enhanced access to a relatively depressed area that is slated for growth in local planning documents."

This section points out that the bridge is not ideal due to the limitations in topography while the interchange will become a major access point, so why then risk air, water, landslides, etc
when the interchange is already in the works?

EA says: "Even with the proposed interchange in place, the bridge would provide additional access to the MIP and serve to reduce truck traffic on local roads, provide new transit
routes, and emergency access."

Yet no one who lives in Mon County and has provided comments agrees with this statement. Everyone who has submitted a comment has taken time to thoughtfully and respectfully
argue that the Harmony Grove interchange is sufficient. Are we who live here not knowledgeable enough to advocate for what our county does and does not need? As taxpayers, are
we not to speak up when we see a reckless expenditure proposed?

Thank vou for vour consideration of mv comments and concern
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Ella

Belling

Thank you for your recent correspondence detailing expected impacts to the Mon River Rail-Trail during construction of the above referenced project. The Monongahela River Trails
Conservancy (MRTC) has the following comments and questions, and requests your response as appropriate:

1.To help reduce the impact of expected increases in commercial and regional traffic in the area resulting from construction of the industrial park bridge, we suggest WVDOT consider
the following:

a.Provide written support from the WVDOT and facilitate written support from the WVDOH Central Planning Office and WVDOH District 4 for the recently proposed pedestrian/bicycle
bridge over US-19/Don Knotts at Meadow Lane. This bridge would eliminate the need to provide surface crossing improvements on this already high-stress roadway by directly
connecting the rail-trail corridor to the First Ward neighborhood, White Park, and several safe routes to schools. The proposal addresses a priority, first-tier project in the Monongalia-
Morgantown MPO Transportation Plan and has a current design grant proposal awaiting WVDOH approval from the MPO Sub-Allocated Grant Program.

b.Deed the WVDOH-owned parcels that form Mountaineer Heritage Park to the City of Morgantown. This property is currently leased by the WVDOH to BOPARC in lease #: 95-0431
PMO05-4-MONO-1. The deed transfer would provide management control needed for eligibility for state and federal grant funding. The transfer would facilitate construction of the above
referenced pedestrian bridge and would allow Morgantown to more easily transform the area into a gateway park at the entrance to the Morgantown Wharf and Downtown Business
Districts.

2.Please clarify if project work will occupy the rail-trail corridor at any time during construction other than to place trail closure barricades and signage. Will the corridor be used to
access the site to perform the riverbank slope protection work, for example? Will the corridor be utilized to store equipment or materials? MRTC charges $2500 for access to the rail-
trail for work unrelated to the trail itself. Please confirm that, if needed, project-related contract documents will include language to cover this standard charge.

3.MRTC is concerned about the increased upslope and downslope landslide potential and surface runoff that could negatively impact trail corridor integrity. This section of trail has
multiple landslide, debris flow, and erosion issues which has cost MRTC tens of thousands in cleanup and restoration work. Over 90 percent of the Alternate 3 project area east of Rt.
73 is within areas shown on the WV Geological Survey 1976 map as "Older Landslides" or "Slide Prone Areas.” MRTC requests a written and perpetual commitment to restore the rail-
trail in a timely manner if landslides, slopewash deposits, and/or erosion occur on the trail corridor in the vicinity of the proposed bridge.

4.Your letter, dated November 9, 2023, details an estimated five weeks of expected trail closure during bridge construction. Though temporary and necessary for safety, this closure
still has an economic impact on trail communities on either side of this work and impacts the health our communities. Like a road, a trail functions properly only when it is open the
entire route. The work will disrupt residential use and impact trail tourism. MRTC charges a standard $500 per calendar day of trail closure for work unrelated to the trail itself. Please
confirm that project-related contract documents will include language to cover this standard charge.

Feel free to email me ot
Sincerely,

Ella Belling, MRTC Executive Director
On behalf of the Monongahela River Trails Conservancy Board of Directors

Anita

Mayer

| am against the construction of the proposed bridge crossing at Rt 73 and request new feasibility studies be required to fully assess the
management of commercial traffic to and from the targeted zone, including but not limited to the industrial park. The study should project no less
than 50 years of proposed growth and service and address the future impacts to the transportation corridors, the river, the communities,
storefronts and the Mon River Trail system including limitations the proposed access would inflict. The overt failure to provide factual and proposed
impacts on the community already impeded by commercial truck use is a disservice to the area and the citizens on Mon. Co. No one disagrees
that transportation is critical but because it is, we expect better of our constituents, not just the least worst proposal. Give us other options that may
fold in with larger projects, such as the redesign and reconstruction of the two interchanges already in overuse on the west side of the River
accessing Westover and a Shopping Center,. You do that and fold in a new industrial park interchange also on the west side of the river and the
community will applaud you.
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Ella

Belling

| request the NO-BUILD Option, or rather the Harmony Grove Interchange Only option to provide access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. The DOH preferred
route, Alternate 3, has major challenges including being in a landslide prone area, having a steep grade for trucks making it dangerous, and putting Greater
Morgantown’s drinking water at risk if there are any truck wrecks with chemical spills. According to WV Geological Survey 1976 map, this area east of Route 73 is
considered a “Slide Prone Area” which can be proven with a visit to the Mon River Rail-Trail which already has multiple active and inactive landslides next to it for 3
miles in the vicinity of this project area. This is project with a high cost of estimated $80+ million has little value to the surrounding community, especially after
Harmony Grove Interchange is built. It threatens to come at a higher cost and detriment to the community with decreased air quality, threats to drinking water, and
potential for damaging and closing Route 73 and the Mon River Rail-Trail with landslides.

The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as “Alternative 3,” would put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5 miles, from MUB’s primary
drinking water intake.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10 letter to the DOH.

“We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million gallons of source water ou
treatment plant processes on a daily basis,” McNulty explained, noting “significant care” must be taken during construction to prevent river contamination. The new
bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling potential contaminants to and from the industrial park. A spill event on or near the proposed bridge poses|
a significant risk of contaminating the public’s drinking water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to our intake.”

The EA seems lacking in recognizing these dangers or issues to quality-of-life impacts to those of us who live here. The traffic analysis apparently assumes all
trucks to the Industrial Park will use the bridge, not the Harmony Grove Interchange, also a federally funded project. The air quality analysis concludes there would
be no impacts, nor is there an energy analysis or analysis of greenhouse gas emissions. This project seems rushed and does not consider the impacts on those
living along Route 73 that will be living with more truck traffic (air and noise pollution), with the addition of a ramp to the bridge. Smithtown Road (Route 73) has
foundation and erosion issues already without this additional traffic and weight. Truck drivers often stop at the gas station at Goshen Road exit and then could
choose to drive Route 73 to the ramp to the bridge or choose to do the same from the Morgantown side, thus causing more issues to the existing road. Changing
stormwater routes will also change drainage causing problems at the road and the Mon River Rail-Trail which have culverts in place to handle current conditions.
Though estimating a 5-week closure of the rail-trail in construction area for this project, other bridge construction in the state has closed rail-trails in the construction|
zone for years while a bridge is being built. The Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open (September 2023) but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed in thq
construction area (6 years and counting) with damage to the trail that has yet to be fixed. This Ohio River bridge project also had federal funding, an EA, engineerin
design, and a 3-year estimated close time for trail during construction.

Please use these funds elsewhere on more useful and needed transportation improvements in West Virginia. Do not build this financially wasteful project that even|
our Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning Organization ranked as a low transportation priority for the region. But if you do plan to move forward, please
carefully consider and provide the public with a more thorough EA before going to construction phase. As a resident of ||| ] JJEEE arrreciate the
opportunity to provide public comment.

Brad

Stephens

| request the NO-BUILD Option, or rather the Harmony Grove Interchange Only option, to provide access to the Morgantown Industrial Park. The
DOH preferred route, Alternate 3, has major challenges, including being in a landslide prone area, having a dangerously steep grade for trucks,
and putting Greater Morgantown’s drinking water at risk if there are any truck accidents precipitating chemical spills. According to the West
Virginia Geological Survey 1976 map, this area east of Route 73 is considered a “Slide Prone Area,” which can be proven with a visit to the Mon
River Rail-Trail--already plagued by multiple active and inactive landslides next to it for three miles in the vicinity of the proposed project area. This
project has a comparatively high cost, estimated at $80 million and likely more, and would offer no tangible value to the surrounding community,
especially after the Harmony Grove Interchange on I-79 is built. It threatens to come not only at a higher cost, but also as a detriment to the
community, with decreased air quality, threats to drinking water, and almost certainly, landslides which will force damage to and closure of Route
73 and the Mon River Rail-Trail, and potentially serious injuries to trail users.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed project.
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J. Steven

Klte

AS OINE WITO T1d
Industrial Park Access Alternate 3. Although the March 2024 Environmental Assessment br|ef|y mentions an awareness of slope stab|llty issues, the document does not provide
enough information for a geologist with my experience to conclude that the eastern portion of the proposed project area is appropriate for any road project of this nature and scope.
Landslide risk from Preferred Alternative 3 is substantially understated on page 50-51. The environmental assessment states “While no major areas of instability were identified in the
project area, north facing slopes were mapped as historically landslide susceptible based on the 1976 West Virginia Landslide mapping.” | cannot agree with this statement.

(1)l have reviewed the Morgantown South Quadrangle from 1976 West Virginia Landslide mapping, which is not included in the list of references: Lessing, Peter, Kulander, Byron R.,
Wilson, Bruce D., Dean, Stuart L., and Woodring, Stanley M., 1976, West Virginia landslides and slide-prone areas: West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey Environmental
Geology Bulletin No. 15A, 64 p., (1:24,000 scale, 28 maps on 27 sheets).

Comparison (using Google Earth measuring tools) of the map on page 29 and Figure 1-3 of the environmental assessment with the 1976 WV Geological Survey Morgantown South
Quadrangle landslide map indicates two major areas of instability, as follow:

Near US Rt 119, the upper part of alternate 3 appears to cross an "Older Landslide" measuring 1500 ft long and 700 ft wide (>15 acres). The access ramp and adjacent project area
that connects the main Alternate 3 roadway to Rt. 73 (Smithtown Road) is shown as connecting to Rt 73 at, or very near, a different 1000 ft wide, 1500 ft long "Older Landslide". The
project area near this junction was the location of a significant landslide that impacted the Mon River Rail Trail in 2001. Much of the 800 ft long access road leading down to Rt 73
crosses the "Older Landslide", as does the main route near this exit.

Comparison of the maps on page 29 and figure 1-3 of the environmental assessment with the 1976 WV Geological Survey Landslide map, using Google Earth measuring tools,
suggests the two "Older Landslides" intersect with approximately 65-70 percent of the length of the main route project area between RT 119 and Rt. 73. Over 90 percent of the
Alternate 3 project area east of Rt. 73 is entirely within areas shown on the WV Geological Survey 1976 map as "Older Landslides" or "Slide Prone Areas". Only a few hundred feet of
the project area near Rt 119 is mapped as "Relatively Stable Ground".

(2)The environmental assessment states: “The West Virginia Landslide online mapping tool identified three occurrences of historic slide movement in the vicinity of the project area.
Two locations of isolated slide movement were in the area of the Morgantown Industrial Park and one location was in the area of US 119 and south of the project area.”

This statement is accurate with regards to what is shown on the LIDAR DEM — Landslide Mapping layer in the West Virginia Technical Center West Virginia Landslide Tool, one of
three relevant layers in the tool. | personally developed the criteria used to create the mapping layer and helped train technicians who mapped this portion of the Morgantown area on
low-quality LiDAR that was the best available at the time. My current interpretation of the newer higher quality Landslide Tool LIDAR basemap shows that we missed some landslides in
this area, including the “older landslide” near Rt. 73 shown on the 1976 maps.

Moreover, the environmental assessment statement does not address what is shown on two other relevant Landslide Tool layers: (a) Landslide Historical Data Inventory (digital
representation of the previously mentioned 1976 WV Geological Survey “Older Landslides”) and (b) the Landslide Hazard Susceptibility layer The susceptibility layer shows the relative
likelihood of landslides originating across the landscape based on modeling developed from tens of thousands of landslides the West Virginia Technical Center identified in North-
Central West Virginia. Visual comparison the maps on page 29 and figure 1-3 of the environmental assessment to the Landslide Hazard Susceptibility layer reveals that approximately
half of the Alternate 3 project area between Rr, 73 and Rt, 119 falls into the highest (0.7-1.0) and intermediate (0.7-0.3) relative risk categories.

Over a century ago WVU faculty member Earl Scheffel published a paper noting that shale bedrock of the Conemaugh Formation presents a high risk of slope instability in the
Morgantown area (Scheffel, Earl R., 1920, "Slides" in the Conemaugh Formation near Morgantown, West Virginia: The Journal of Geology, v. 28, no. 4 (May - Jun., 1920), p. 340-
355.). Conemaugh Formation underlies the entire Alternate 3 route. This is the same geology that is associated with ongoing landslide issues along River Road, and at least a half
dozen sites on the Mon River Rail Trail within a mile of the proposed Alternate 3 project.

The Environmental Assessment states “Direct impacts to drainage features should be minimized to reduce the risk of inducing instability in what is typically expected to be marginal
soils. Additional geotechnical studies during final design are recommended.” It also states: “Regarding landslide potential, care should be given during the design phase to adequately
assess areas of earth disturbance to develop strength parameters.” However, | am genuinely concerned that the intrinsic instability of the geology in project area will preclude
affordable and timely reallzatlon of these promlssory statements, and that this route will lead to unexpected construction overruns and delays, ultimately leaving the Division of Highway
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Kendra

Hatcher

As a citizen and busmess owner in Morgantown | am opposed to all of the three alternatives presented in the EA. The EA was also not correctly
completed by omitting the No Build alternative and the Harmony Grove interchange in the analysis. These are both viable options that should be
included and considered. If included the EA analysis should have determined this bridge is duplicative and unnecessary given the planned
interchange at Harmony Grove. The cost of the project is exorbitant to solely benefit a handful of business owners. There are so many other more
pressing road conditions that need addressed in this county for the DOH to invest in, including improvements along River Road of which is of great
concern in the EA. | do not see how this will not create congestion and potential dangerous traffic conditions on Grafton Road with the increase of
truck traffic. As a citizen who lives in First Ward | am concerned with the increase in noise that will result in any of the alternatives presented in the
EA. | am also concerned with any alternative that includes significant construction, followed by increased truck traffic-- with trucks likely to be
transporting hazardous materials--within the Zone of Critical Concern for the Morgantown drinking water supply. This is an unnecessary, expensive
project that will not benefit the majority of Monongalia Citizens.
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Marc

Glass

| have reviewed the EA and disagree that it supports the conclusion that Alternative 3 is supportive of the stated purpose and need.

Alternative 3 is the most expensive option and disproportionately consumes public resources for a small private benefit to the Morgantown Industrial Park. Alternative 3 proposes
nearly 2/3 of the total project linear footage to be constructed through the Morgantown Industrial Park!, with the remaining 1/3 displacing mature hardwood forest. EA Figure 6
graphically demonstrates this point and the literal redundancy to existing and planned access points.

On it's face stating that the need is to spend 70 to upwards of 80 million dollars of public funds to construct roads a bridge to access a private property and serve private businesses
simply does not make wise use of resources compared to other options that are either already planned/scheduled. The planned I-79 Harmony Grove Interchange will already provide
direct access to the Morgantown Industrial Park while providing very little service improvement for other area needs identified through public participation. The EA does not justify why
the Morgantown Industrial Park merits another bridge when the planned Harmony Grove Interchange will provide direct access to I-79, with almost zero environmental or
environmental justice impacts compared to the EA Alternative 3, that crosses acres of mature hardwood forest along the Monongahela River floodplain.

Alternative 3 is by far the most environmentally damaging alternative, which is not properly represented by the EA. The destruction of significantly more mature woodlands via
Alternative 3 negatively impacts regional resiliency to climate change by increasing erosion and river valley destabilization, decreasing the ability to moderate temperature extremes,
decreasing contaminant travel times to the area primary drinking water supply source (Monongahela River), and decreasing protective cover from increased intensity precipitation
events.

The EA appears to go to strive to justify Alternative 3 when the EA clearly shows that is is the least favorable option. One of several examples of this is that while the EA does include
the "No Build" alternative, the analysis does not include the "Harmony Grove interchange Only" as part of the No Build analysis. This misrepresents the reality that the Harmony Grove
access is already planned. The EA traffic analysis appears to presume that all trucks to the Industrial Park will use the Alternative 3 bridge, but not the Harmony Grove interchange,
which inappropriately skews the analysis.

| encourage WVDOT to upgrade and maintain existing infrastructure, and implement projects that have already been prioritized by genuine public participation rather than what very
much appears as political leapfrogging, before proceeding with a bridge project of questionable merit for the citizens of Morgantown and Monongalia County. The EA lacks explanation
and justification for the proposed project being prioritized ahead of other projects, or those that have been prioritized for years but not implemented, such as improvement of the U.S.
Route 19 "Westover Bridge" that crosses the Monongahela River about a mile from, and would improve service to the Morgantown Industrial Park, and U.S. Route 19 from Don Knotts
Boulevard through Westover to it's connection with I-79 Interchange/Exit 152. These projects would improve area service deficiencies for vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic
combined far and above EA alternative 3.

JoNell

Strough

Dear Mr. Long:

I am writing on behalf of the Mon Valley Green Space Coalition to express our grave concerns about the proposed bridge across the Mon River to
the Westover Industrial Park. Our concerns are as follows:

*Any bridge construction will have adverse effects on recreational use of the Mon River Rail-Trail, a popular, high-use public greenspace
*Increased truck traffic and associated increases in air and noise pollution will negatively impact residential neighborhoods

*Already frequent landslides will increase due to increases in storm water runoff from non-permeable surfaces

*Any short-term benefits of a bridge are outweighed by the long-term costs to the environment (air and noise pollution; environmental impact of
construction and new structures)

*Spending $71 million state tax dollars on a bridge that will primarily serve a private company shortchanges Mon County taxpayers who already
drive on state roads that are in disrepair

*The proposed bridge will become obsolete when the Harmony Grove interchange is completed

*Given the above, we support the "NO BUILD" option.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
JoNell Strough
Chair, Mon Valley Green Space Coalition
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Susan

Eason

provide no more positive impact than the Harmony Grove Interchange currently being built and will come at great expense. BUILD HARMONY GROVE INTERCHANGE. NOT THIS
ONE.

2) The preferred route (from MPO and local government) near Scott Avenue (Alternative 3), would cross the Mon River close to, and upstream from, the primary drinking water intake
for MUB. It creates a risk of water contamination, especially if it will be used to truck inputs to the chemical plant or finished products from the chemical plant.

The preferred location of the project, presented by the DOH as “Alternative 3,” would connect to U.S. 119 near Scott Avenue, include a multi-span bridge across the river and tie into
an improved Rail Street, which is part of the industrial park’s existing street network. That would put the bridge about 7,500 feet, or roughly 1.5 miles, from MUB’s primary drinking waterf|
intake.

MUB General Manager Mike McNulty addressed that issue in an Oct. 10 letter to the DOH.

“We are concerned that construction activities will cause significant sediment disturbances which could negatively impact the 10+ million gallons of source water our treatment plant
processes on a daily basis,” McNulty explained, noting “significant care” must be taken during construction to prevent river contamination.

The new bridge will also bring with it increased truck traffic hauling potential contaminants to and from the industrial park. “A spill event on or near the proposed bridge poses a
significant risk of contaminating the public’s drinking water supply given the proximity and quick travel time to our intake,” McNulty wrote.

In terms of source water protection, any potential contaminant within five hours flow time of MUB’s intake — be it along the Monongahela River or one of its tributaries — is considered
inside the “zone of critical concern.” McNulty said the location preferred for the new bridge is “mere minutes” from MUB'’s water treatment plant.

3) The Alternative 3 option at Scott Avenue is in an area prone to landslides. Landslides impacting the rail-trail have cost tens of thousands to clean up. Increasing stormwater issues
by changing drainage in this area will likely add to existing problems on Smithtown Road (Route 73) and the Mon River Rail-Trail.

4) Though they have estimated a 5 week closure of the rail-trail in construction area, other bridge construction in the state closed the rail-trail in the construction zone for years while it
was being built, the Wellsburg Bridge over the Ohio is now open but the Brooke Pioneer Rail-Trail is still closed 5 years and counting. | LOVE the railtrail and ride this stretch all the
time. You cannot take this away from our recreational and psychosocial health.

5) You will have to have piers in the river. | believe the Corps and U.S. Coast Guard would both prefer that there be no piers in navigable rivers that can be hit- leading to damage and
possible collapse of the bridge and possible loss of life with it.

6.) Build the Harmony Grove Interchange!

MaryAnn

Folz

I've talked to several people around Mon County and the general consensus is that we should build either the Harmony Grove Exit or the Bridge,
but not both, and most folks want the Harmony Grove Exit instead of the Bridge as it adds the most value for citizens. The reasonings gor not
building the bridge are: it's too much money to build both, the bridge will get little use after the Exit is built, the road going up the hill will be steep
for the trucks, a bridge will create a lot of noise for the citizens of Scott Ave, and there will be mud slides onto Rt 73 by disturbing the hillside. Many
people also commented that they want our roads repaired and paved before new roads are built. Some felt the bridge option meeting at Greenbag
Rd would be the best one to add value for citizens. | tend to agree with these comments.

Louise

Deal

| support the bridge project to enhance access to the Morgantown Industrial Park, and | also want a new exit to be added ASAP. This project will
benefit not only the residents of Monongalia County but also the state of West Virginia by further promoting local business growth.

Morgantown Industrial Park Access

Website Comments April 1- May 17, 2024



	1.0 Project History
	2.0 Purpose and Needs
	3.0 Selected Alternative
	4.0 Mitigation Commitments
	5.0 Environmental Assessment and Technical Reports
	6.0 Finding of No Significant Impact
	Appendices
	App C - Public EA Comments - all
	HALL
	FW_ Bridge to Mountain Top Beverage


