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Dear Ms. Pierce: 

 

State Project:  X316-H-125.16 

Federal Project:  NHPP-0484(117) 

FR#: 91-246-MULTI-397 

Corridor H - Wardensville to VA State Line 

Hardy County 

 

This letter serves to request an updated effects finding for the Appalachian Highway 

Corridor H: Wardensville to Virginia State Line project located in Hardy County, West 

Virginia from your office.  As you likely recall, this project previously received findings of 

Adverse Effect in 1999, 2003, and 2019.  While the project’s design has been refined, its 

location (both horizontally and vertically) has not changed in any meaningful way (see Figure 

1, below).  Because of this, we recognize that the finding of Adverse Effect is unlikely to 

change based on project engineering refinements.  With this letter, we seek your concurrence 

that the overall project finding remains an Adverse Effect. 

 

History of Effects Determinations: 

 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued its Amended Record of 

Decision (AROD) for this project in 2003.  The AROD indicated that effect evaluations were 

completed for all the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible historic properties 

and that the overall finding for the project was Adverse Effect (Correspondence 1: May 5, 

2003).  The Adverse Effect finding was based partially on a 1999 Criteria of Effect Evaluation 

for Cultural Resources report and subsequent correspondence from your office and the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP).  From the latter, comments indicated 

there would be adverse effects to “virtually all historic resources in Section 3,” including the 

Wardensville Main Street Historic District and the Carpenters Avenue Historic District 

(Correspondence 2: March 5, 1999 and Correspondence 3: November 8, 1999). 

 

Following the AROD, the West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) began 

revising pertinent environmental studies, collaborating with resource agencies, and refining 

the roadway design.  A Historic Architectural Resource Survey and Determination of Eligibility 



 

 

Addendum Report was prepared in 2018 and was followed by a Cultural Resources Avoidance 

Feasibility Analysis and Criteria of Effects Determinations report in 2019.  In return, the 

WVSHPO sent a response letter concurring with the report’s finding of Adverse Effect and 

requested additional consideration of “alternatives of modifications to the proposed project 

to avoid, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects it will have to historic properties” among 

other concerns (Correspondence 4: April 26, 2019).  The WVDOH responded to the 

WVSHPO’s comments shortly thereafter, in which it concluded, “there are no additional 

alternatives or modifications to the proposed project to evaluate that would avoid, minimize, 

or mitigate the adverse effects the project will have to historic properties” (Correspondence 

5: June 5, 2019).  The WVSHPO was satisfied with the responses, and replied, “It is our 

opinion that the West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) has made a good-faith effort 

to avoid and/or minimize the adverse effects resulting from this proposed project by 

analyzing numerous alternative routes and construction techniques,” but indicated that 

additional information and mitigation measures may be warranted (Correspondence 6: June 

12, 2019).  

 

In July 2023, the WVDOH submitted to your office an Updated Historic Resources 

Survey Report prepared by Michael Baker International, Inc. (Michael Baker).  The report 

included a reassessment of prior survey efforts and identified and evaluated previously 

unidentified historic-age resources.  The report identified the following resources as eligible 

for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Your office concurred with 

the report’s findings in a letter dated August 2023.  

 

  

WVHPI# 
Internal 

ID 
Resource Name Status 

HY-0042 36-03 
Funkhouser-Earls House  

(former Funkhouser-Hawkins House) 

Determined 

Eligible 

HY-0050-0002 38-10 Cornwell Dyer House 
Determined 

Eligible 

HY-0317 39-07 Hott House Property 
Determined 

Eligible 

HY-0464 37-35 Pearl Wilson House 
Determined 

Eligible 

HY-0527 37-34 
Tharp-Orndorff House  

(former Francis Godlove House) 

Determined 

Eligible 

 36-01 
J. Allen Hawkins Community Park  

Includes former Valentine-Switzer House 

Determined 

Eligible 

 37-40 
Wardensville Main Street Historic 

District 

Determined 

Eligible 

 003-06 Carpenters Avenue Historic District  
Determined 

Eligible 



 

 

To re-iterate, our request is that you re-affirm your previous decision that the 

Wardensville to the Virginia State Line project will have an Adverse Effect on all historic 

resources within the project’s APE. 

Should you require additional information, contact Randy Epperly of our NEPA 

Compliance and Permitting Section at (304) 414-6439.  

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 Travis E. Long, Director 

 Technical Support Division  

 
 

TEL:e 

 

Attachments 

 

bcc: DSN(RE) 

 
  



 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Map showing the changes in the project’s cut and fill limits as they relate to NRHP-

eligible historic properties. 
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