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Concurrence Form for Indiana Bat Survey Reports 
 

Contact Name: _________________________________________________________________   
 
Email Address or Fax Number: ____________________________________________________ 
 
FWS File #: ___________ All future correspondence should clearly reference this FWS File #. 
 
Project: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the report on the bat mist net survey 
conducted in the proposed project area and submitted on __________________. The survey 
followed the protocol outlined in the current Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines. 
These Guidelines are acceptable to address the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the 
threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). The survey covered _____ 
acres/kilometers of potential bat habitat and was conducted at _____ net sites from __________ to 
__________. No Indiana bats were captured.  
 
_____ NLEB were captured and _____ were tracked during this survey. 
 
The NLEB occurs within the range of the proposed project, and may be affected by the proposed 
construction and operation of this project.  Any take of NLEB occurring in conjunction with these 
activities that complies with the conservation measures (as outlined in the 4(d) rule), as necessary, is 
exempted from section 9 prohibitions by the 4(d) rule and does not require site specific incidental 
take authorization.  Note that the 4(d) rule does not exempt take that may occur as a result of adverse 
effects to hibernacula and that no conservation measures are required as part of the 4(d) unless the 
proposed project: 1) involves tree removal within 0.25 miles of known NLEB hibernacula; or 2) cuts 
or destroys known, occupied maternity roost trees or any other trees within a 150-foot radius around 
known, occupied maternity tree during the pup season (June 1 to July 31).  This proposed project is 
not located within any of these radii around known hibernacula or roost trees and will not affect any 
known NLEB hibernacula, therefore any take of NLEB associated with this project is exempted 
under the 4(d) rule and no conservation measures are required.  
 
Surveys are considered current for 5 years (the summer they are completed and the following four 
summer seasons). In this case, the survey will expire on May 15, _____. If a significant amendment 
is proposed to change or expand this project, or if timber will be removed after that date, a new 
survey may be necessary and the Service should be contacted.  
 
The area was surveyed for caves and abandoned mine portals and none were found in the project 
area. 
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Based on the information provided to us, the Service has concluded that no Indiana bats are expected 
to be adversely affected by the project and that any take of NLEB associated with this project is 
exempted under the 4(d) rule. Therefore, no biological assessment or further section 7 consultation 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; l6 U.S.C. l53l et seq.) is 
required with the Service. Should project plans change or amendments be proposed that we have not 
considered in your proposed action, or if additional information on listed and proposed species 
becomes available, or if new species become listed or critical habitat is designated, this 
determination may be reconsidered.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact ________________________ of my 
staff at (304) 636-6586, ext. ___, or at the letterhead address. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Biologist       Date 

 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
John E. Schmidt, Field Supervisor                             Date 
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Concurrence Form for Indiana Bat Conservation Plans 
 
Contact Name: _________________________________________________________________   
 
Email Address or Fax Number: ____________________________________________________ 
 
FWS File #______________All future correspondence should clearly reference this FWS File #. 
 
Project: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your Indiana Bat Conservation Plan 
dated_________________. The following comments and recommendations will assist you in fulfilling 
the requirements for consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA)(87 Stat. 
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  
 
This plan was developed because either: 1) ____ you have chosen to assume that the federally listed 
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) is present within your project area; OR 2) that the federally listed Indiana bat 
is known to occur in the area as a result of ______summer maternity surveys or ____ winter 
hibernacula/fall swarming surveys. Habitat assessments were conducted within the proposed project area 
in___________________. The results of the habitat assessment for the proposed project are as follows: 
 

1. An estimated ______ acres of forest would be cleared for the project, which leaves an estimated 
__________ acres or ______ percent of forested habitat within the __-mile buffer area after 
project clearing has been completed. The total number of acres in the buffer area is ___________. 

2. ________ potential bat roost trees were identified within the project area. ______ of these trees 
will be avoided during project construction.  

3. No portals or caves were observed within the project area. 
 

In the Indiana Bat Conservation Plan, the project proponent stated their commitment to the avoidance, 
minimization, and conservation measures listed on the attached summary sheet.  
 
These measures are designed to address the potential direct and indirect effects that may occur as a result 
of the project, and will ensure that no Indiana bats will be directly killed by the removal of trees, and that 
roosting and foraging habitat will remain within the project area after project construction.  
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Based on the commitment to implement these measures, the Service does not anticipate that this project is 
likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve 
as a completed section 7 consultation document. If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal 
funding provided, federal permits required to construct), no tree clearing or any project construction 
activities on any portion of the parcel should occur until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between 
the Service and the federal action agency, is completed. Section 7 consultation is not complete until the 
federal action agency submits a determination of effects to this office, the Service concurs with the 
federal action agency's determination, and the federal action agency agrees to incorporate this Indiana Bat 
Conservation Plan as a mandatory condition for any permit decision rendered for this project. All 
measures must be implemented as proposed. If there is no federal nexus associated with this project, then 
no further coordination with this office is required.  
 
Based on the information provided, the Service has determined that the northern long-eared bat (NLEB) 
(Myotis septentrionalis) is within the range of the proposed project, and may be affected by the proposed 
construction and operation of this project. Any take of NLEB occurring in conjunction with these 
activities that complies with the conservation measures (as outlined in the 4(d) rule), as necessary, is 
exempted from section 9 prohibitions by the 4(d) rule and does not require site specific incidental take 
authorization. Note that the 4(d) rule does not exempt take that may occur as a result of adverse effects to 
hibernacula and that no conservation measures are required as part of the 4(d) unless the proposed project 
(1) involves tree removal within 0.25 miles of known NLEB hibernacula; or (2) cuts or destroys known, 
occupied maternity roost trees or any other trees within a 150-foot radius around known, occupied 
maternity tree during the pup season (June 1 to July 31). This proposed project is not located within any 
of these radii around known hibernacula or roost trees and will not affect any known NLEB hibernacula, 
therefore any take of NLEB associated with this project is exempted under the 4(d) rule and no 
conservation measures are required.   
 
Should project plans change or amendments be proposed that we have not considered in your proposed 
action, or if additional information on listed and proposed species becomes available, or if new species 
become listed or critical habitat is designated, this determination may be reconsidered.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact ___________________________ of my 
staff at (304) 636-6586, ext. _____, or at the letterhead address. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                ___________________________________________ 
Biologist                                         Date        John Schmidt, Field Supervisor                    Date 
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Avoidance and Minimization Measures to be Applied on Project 
� Seasonal tree clearing (all trees greater than 5” DBH) REQUIRED 
� Avoid cutting potential roost trees 
� Avoid high quality foraging areas 
� Minimize limits of disturbance (narrowed LOD or ROW) 
� Minimize impacts (clearing) around suitable swarming and summer habitat and 

wetland/riparian zones  
� 50-foot or greater forested buffer left along both sides of streams 
� Collocate project features with previously disturbed or cleared areas 
� Phase tree clearing over multiple years 
� Reforest disturbed areas 
� Restore or enhanced riparian/wetland areas 
� Strong erosion and sedimentation best management practices 
� Pollution control plan in place 
� Suitable habitat acreage permanently preserved within or adjacent to the project site 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 

 
Conservation Measures to be Applied on Project 

� Erecting artificial roosting structures on a 1:1 ratio for each potential primary roost tree 
that is lost during project development (a 2-year minimum monitoring plan of artificial 
structures) ( ___ structures) 

� Erecting artificial roosting structures on a 4:1 ratio to replace potential secondary roost 
trees that are lost during project development (a 2-year minimum monitoring plan of 
artificial structures) ( ___ structures) 

� Erecting artificial bark, bat boxes, or other artificial roosting structures (a 2-year 
minimum monitoring plan of artificial structures) ( _____ structures) 

� Girdling trees on a 1:1 ratio for each potential secondary roost tree that is lost during 
project development ( ____ trees) 

� Preservation of suitable Indiana bat habitat within or adjacent to the project site ( ___ 
acres) 

� Creation of watering areas, wetlands, or ponds 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 
� Other:______________________________________________________________ 
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