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Other Alternatives Considered:

Preferred Alternative:

WEST VIRGINIA DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
Programmatic Categorical Exclusion Type 2 

(For projects that will not result in significant environmental impacts and/or substantive public controversy)

Does this project have a federal nexus? Is this project FHWA federally aide eligible?

Is FHWA approval required? FHWA Approval:

Coordinates:

Project Name:

State Project Number: Federal Project Number:

Route Number: County:

Prepared By:

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): Existing:             Projected:

Category (Identified in 23CFR771.117 (c) or (d)):
Select Categorical Exclusion #: WVDOH Approval:

I. PROJECT INFORMATION

Existing Conditions:

v.6-1-2022

39.071354, -78.631725 to 39.067531, -78.557751

FHWA federally aid eligible

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) is planning to conduct core boring activities in order to proceed to final design for the 
Wardensville to Virginia State Line Project, a portion of Appalachian Highway Corridor H in Hardy County, WV, which overlaps the George 
Washington National Forest (Attachment 1). Core borings are necessary to conduct geotechnical studies to 1) understand the geology 
beneath the future roadway, 2) confirm the feasibility of construction at the proposed locations, and 3) proceed with additional slope 
designs. The purpose of this project is to conduct exploratory core borings and associated activities on property that is within and 
adjacent to the Preferred Alternative and is not owned by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), i.e., "Non-USFS Property," while avoiding and 

The Preferred Alternative includes performing core boring activities on properties along the Preferred Alternative Alignment of the 
Wardensville to Virginia State Line Project that are not owned by the USFS.  The proposed core boring sites and associated access plans 
are shown in Attachment 2 and lie between the highway project's western terminus and a property just west of Slate Rock Run. A 
separate CE document will be prepared to address the core boring activities that overlap property owned by the USFS. 
 
The Preferred Alternative activities include: using existing and temporary access roads to transport equipment to the core boring sites; 
acquiring water necessary to perform the core boring; core boring; disposing of drill water; and reclaiming the disturbed areas. The plan 
includes 131 proposed core boring sites and 5.8 miles of access roads outside areas owned by the USFS. Access for project activities will 
be achieved via the following roadways and driveways connected to them: Hardy County Route (CR) 23/12, CR 23/10, Ridge Street, Aylor 
Nursery Lane, Carpenters Avenue, Anderson Ridge Road, Stone Creek Village Road, CR 5/1, and Fox Run Road. The total proposed 
temporary disturbance for the core bore drilling pads and access roads is approximately 9.6 acres. 
 
No structures will be impacted and permanent disturbance of the land will be required. The temporary disturbance of the land will be 

Specific locations for the core boring sites and associated access roads (Attachment 2) have been carefully selected based on the roadway 
design, geology, and land use history. For areas where cut is designed, engineers typically choose high locations to gain the best 
understanding of the complete geological profile and the material that will have to be moved. For fill areas, engineers typically select 
locations that will experience the greatest pressure with construction to best understand the soil’s bearing capacity. Additional core 
locations are selected for areas where there is a known high variability of the strata. Proposed disturbance of land for creating new 
temporary access roads has been minimized to the extent feasible and practicable for completing the required core borings. 
 
The No Action Alternative was not carried forward because core boring activities must take place in order to construct the Wardensville 
to Virginia State Line Project.



1. Maintenance of Traffic

2. Public Controversy *

3. Environmental Justice 
(ONLY ANSWER (3) if the PCE Category DOES NOT fall within (c) 1-21)

   a. Are you taking any right of way?

      i. Temporary?

     ii. Approximate acreage, if known

    iii. Permanent?

    iv. Approximate acreage, if known

   b. Is the project within an EJ community? 

   c. Are there any displacements *?

      i. residential?

        How many?

     ii. non- residential?

        How many?

   d. Will there be any changes to access?

        If yes, explain (temporary, permanent, etc.)

   e. Was there public involvement for the project?
If yes, were there any environmental justice issues 
that could result in a disproportionately high and 
adverse effect raised during the public involvement? 

   f. Project justification (can be beneficial or not)?

II. IMPACT EVALUATION
A. SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS
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NO

NO

EJScreen Report produced May 27, 2022 showed no EJ community for 
the project area plus a one-mile buffer. 

 



 B. CULTURAL RESOURCES
1. History

   a. Adverse Effects *

2. Archaeology

   a. Adverse Effects *

         C. FORESTS, PARKS & REC AREAS COORDINATION
1. U.S. Forest Service

2. US Army Corps of Engineers

3. National Park Service

   a. Wild and Scenic River (Bluestone River)

4. National Wildlife Refuge

5. State Park

6. State Forest

7. State Wildlife Management Area

8. Other Park or Recreational Area
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     D. SECTION 4(f) IMPACTS    
1. Historic Property *

If yes, what type of 4(f)?

2. Park, Recreational *

If yes, what type of 4(f)?

     E. SECTION 6(f) IMPACTS

1. Land and Water Conservation Funds 6(f) Used

If yes, what was purchased with the funds?

2.Is there a CONVERSION of 6(f) property *

         F. NATURAL RESOURCES COORDINATION  

1. US Fish and Wildlife

   a. Formal Consultation *

2. Division of Natural Resources

3. Farmland Involvement

   a. if yes, approximately how much?

   b. Was a NRCS Farmland Evaluation Form Completed?

      i. What was the Conversion Impact Rating?

4 of 6



         H. PERMITS REQUIRED

1. USACE 404

   a. Nationwide/Regional

   b. Individual *

2. USCG (Section 9 involving a bridge) *

3. USCG (Section 10 doesn't involve a bridge) *

4. Federal Special Use Permit (construction) *

   a. National Forest Service *

   b. National Park Service *

   c. US Fish and Wildlife Service *

         I. Noise Impacts 

         a. (Mitigation Required) *

         J. Air Quality Impacts

         K. Hazard Waste/ Underground Tanks 
         known within project area?
          a. If yes, where?

         L. Airport Coordination(within 2 miles)
         a. If yes, which airport?
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Temporary construction noise associated with moving equipment 
and drilling. The project is a Type III project and therefore does not 
require a noise study under FHWA guidelines (23 CFR 772).



      M. Does the project cross state lines? *      

III. Public Involvement Type:

   a. Public Involvement Date:

   b. Public Involvement Summary:

   c. Letters submitted to interested parties

IV. Action(s) Required
A. Mussel survey/relocation for STATE listed streams

B. Mussel relocation for FEDERALLY listed streams

C. WVDOH Special Provision 107.27, Construction Access and Environmental Permits

   * If you have answered "yes" to any of the *red questions then this project cannot be cleared as a Type

2 PCE (Programmatic Categorical Exclusion). It will need to be processed as a Categorical Exclusion

requiring FHWA approval or a higher level of NEPA documentation. 

If the project has changes that are not in this document the project needs to be resubmitted to the NEPA

Compliance and Permitting Section for reevaluation.  Waste and borrow areas outside of the project

limits require a separate clearance document.
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YES



Attachment 1: 

Project Location Exhibit 
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Attachment 2: 

Core Boring Site and Access Plans  





















Attachment 3: 

Letter from WV SHPO 

 







Attachment 4: 

Forms for Section 7 Endangered Species Act 
Determinations

 























































Attachment 5: 

Letter from

WV Division of Natural Resources 






