
  
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Division of Highways 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East • Building Five • Room 110 

      D. Alan Reed, P.E.                        Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430 • (304) 558-3505                    Jimmy Wriston, P. E. 
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                           Deputy Commissioner 

August 30, 2022 

E.E.O./AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 

 

 
Ms. Susan Pierce, Deputy State 

Historic Preservation Officer 

Division of Culture and History 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

 

Dear Ms. Pierce: 

State Project:  X316-H-125.16 

Federal Project:  NHPP-0484(117) 

FR#:  91-246-Multi-384 

Corridor H: Wardensville to Va. Line 

Hardy County 

 

 The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) received your letter dated June 7, 2022, 

regarding the above referenced project.  Attached for your review and concurrence is an 

Addendum Report assessing the boundaries of the two existing historic districts and the potential of 

any rural historic districts within Wardensville. 

 

 Should you require additional information, contact Randy Epperly of our NEPA 

Compliance and Permitting Section at (304) 414-6439.  

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 Travis E. Long, Director 

 Technical Support Division  
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August 30, 2022 

 

Technical Support Division 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Highways 

1334 Smith Street 

Charleston, WV 25301 

 

Attn: Mr. Randy T. Epperly, Historic Resources Unit Leader 

 E: randy.t.epperly@wv.gov  

 

Re: Appalachian Corridor H: Wardensville to Virginia State Line 

 State Project No. X316-H/125.16 

 Federal Project No. NHPP-0484(117) 

 FR# 91-246-Multi-384 

 Historic Architectural Resource Survey and Determination of Eligibility Addendum Report, 

 Corridor H Project, Wardensville to Virginia State Line, Hardy County, West Virginia, 2019 

 Assessment of Historic Districts 

 Skelly and Loy Project No. JP127198 

 

Dear Mr. Epperly: 

 

1.0 Introduction 

 

In correspondence concerning the Historic Architectural Resource Survey and Determination of Eligibility 

Addendum Report, Corridor H Project, Wardensville to Virginia State Line, Hardy County, West Virginia 

(2019) dated June 7, 2022, the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office (WV SHPO) commented 

that “The addendum report notes that two historic districts were identified during the 1998 survey; 

however, no evaluation of the current potential historic districts within the present APE was included.  

It is possible that, although the majority of these resources lack the integrity and significance necessary 

to be individually listed in the National Register, they could potentially contribute to either residential or 

rural agricultural historic districts” (Appendix A). 

 

2.0 Assessment of Potential Rural Historic Districts 

 

To assess the presence of potential historic districts within the APE, Skelly and Loy, Inc., A Terracon 

Company (Skelly and Loy), on behalf of the West Virginia Division of Highways (DOH), made two site 

visits to the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for above ground historic resources, the first on June 29 and 

30 and the second on August 18 and 19.  To assess whether a rural historic district was present, Skelly 

and Loy analyzed the built environment inside the APE.  National Register Bulletin 30: Guidelines for 

Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, defines a rural historic landscape (which 

includes rural historic districts) as “a geographical area that historically has been used by people, or 

shaped or modified by human activity, occupancy, or intervention, and that possesses a significant 

concentration, linkage, or continuity of land use, vegetation, buildings and structures, roads and 

waterways, and natural features” (McClelland et al. 1999:1-2).  The bulletin also lays out eleven 

characteristics for reading and understanding rural landscapes: land use and activities; patterns of 
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spatial organization; response to the natural environment; cultural traditions; circulation networks; 

boundary demarcations; vegetation related to land use; buildings structures, and objects; clusters; 

archaeological sites; and small-scale elements (McClelland et al. 1999:4-6). 

 

The built environment within the Wardensville to Virginia State Line APE does not possess the significant 

concentration, linkage, or continuity of land use, vegetation, buildings and structures, roads and 

waterways, and natural features of a rural agricultural historic district.  As shown on a modified version 

of Figure 3 from the addendum report (Appendix B), the APE contains few rural agricultural properties, 

which are limited to farms and farmsteads near the west end of the APE and a few just to the east of 

Wardensville. Those on the west side of the APE are HY-0317 – Hott House Property (NRHP-eligible); 

HY-0039 – Francis Kotz Farm (NRHP-listed); HY-0305 – Heltzel House, which is NRHP-not eligible 

because it does not convey agricultural significance due to a loss of integrity to the house and 

outbuildings; and the NRHP-not eligible HY-0307 – Single Pen House, where the house has lost integrity 

due to deterioration, as have two of the outbuildings.  A number of other resources on the west end of 

the APE have land holdings of multiple acres, but they are not rural agricultural properties due to a lack 

of agricultural outbuildings or a loss of integrity.  These include HY-0318 – Hall and Parlor House, which 

has no outbuildings and which has lost individual integrity; HY-0471 – Miley House 1 and 2, which is 

NRHP-not eligible due to a significant expansion of the house on the property and a loss of all historic 

agricultural buildings; and HY-0854, which contains just a barn.  As is shown by modified Figure 3, the 

built environment around these resources includes both historic and non-historic houses and other 

buildings on small lots which are not rural agricultural properties. 

 

There are a few agricultural properties within the APE east of Wardensville, including NRHP-not eligible 

HY-0875, which has a historic barn, a dilapidated chicken house, and a ca. 1960 Ranch-style house; 

and two neighboring NRHP-not eligible properties, HY-0879, which has a non-historic house, six historic, 

and 12 non-historic outbuildings, and HY-0884, a ca. 1880 house with a large, non-historic addition and 

numerous outbuildings. Adjoining these properties is HY-0294, which has multiple acres but is not an 

agricultural property; rather, it is a NRHP-not eligible Italianate-style house that lacks historic integrity.  

These few agricultural properties lack historic or unaltered farmhouses and contain large, non-historic 

outbuildings.  They do not possess a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of land use, 

vegetation, buildings and structures, roads and waterways, and natural features. 

 

Skelly and Loy also evaluated whether a rural historic district might be present in a larger area that 

included all or a portion of the APE. To assess this, Skelly and Loy used an aerial photograph of the 

larger project area combined with land parcel information, which is shown in modified Figure 3.  The 

analysis concluded that no larger rural historic landscape exists that includes any of the APE.  As can be 

seen in modified Figure 3, the project area and the APE contains a mixture of land parcels, including 

many small (i.e., less than one-acre parcels) and heavily wooded, upland slopes.  The field views 

undertaken in June and August confirmed that there has been a significant amount of non-historic 

building in both the APE and the larger project area.  The larger project area does not possess a 

significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of land use, vegetation, buildings and structures, roads 

and waterways, and natural features. 

 

3.0 Assessment of Potential Historic Districts in Wardensville 

 

As noted in the addendum report and in the WV SHPO letter, two NRHP-eligible historic districts exist 

within Wardensville, the Wardensville Main Street Historic District and the Carpenter Avenue Historic 

District. Both are shown on modified Figure 3.  During the field visits, Skelly and Loy confirmed that the 

boundaries for each historic district were still appropriate. Skelly and Loy also evaluated whether any 

additional residential or commercial historic districts were present within Wardensville. The analysis 
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concluded that none were. The largest concentration of resources fifty years old or older that were 

evaluated as part of the Historic Architectural Resource Survey and Determination of Eligibility 

Addendum Report, Corridor H Project, Wardensville to Virginia State Line, Hardy County, West Virginia 

are found along Sand Field Road.  The resources include NRHP-eligible resource HY-0299 – Craftsman, 

Side Gable House and 14 NRHP-not eligible resources. Photographs of the resources, arranged from 

north to south, can be found in Appendix C. The 2018 survey also revealed that two nineteenth century 

houses located on Sand Field Road had been removed since they were surveyed in 1998. The existing 

houses along Sand Field Road within the APE range in age from ca. 1930 to ca. 1970.  All are 

undistinguished. Seven houses were constructed prior to the post-World War II era and are non-

distinctive or altered. The houses on Sand Flat Road lack a common temporal frame or unifying style.  

There are also vacant lots and non-historic buildings present.  The area does not possess the linkage or 

continuity of a residential historic district. 

 

4.0 Conclusion 

 

No rural agricultural historic districts or additional residential historic districts are located within the 

Wardensville APE for above ground historic resources. 
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If you have questions or require additional information concerning this report, please contact Gerry 

Kuncio, Cultural Resources Group Leader, at 412-426-7027 or gkuncio@skellyloy.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

Skelly and Loy, Inc., A Terracon Company 

 

 

 

 

Gerald M. Kuncio David M. Dickson 

Cultural Resources Group Leader Principal, Office Manager 

 

Attachments: Appendix A 

 Appendix B 

 Appendix C 
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APPENDIX A 
 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

CORRESPONDENCE 









APPENDIX B 
 

MODIFIED FIGURE 3 







APPENDIX C 
 

SAND FIELD ROAD  
HISTORIC BUILDING PHOTOGRAPHS 



 
Photograph 1.  HY-0868 (356 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 2.  HY-0869 (362-364 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing. 

  



 
Photograph 3.  HY-0870 (356 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing southwest. 

 
Photograph 4.  HY-0871 (397 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing southeast. 

  



 
Photograph 5.  HY-0872 (397 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing northeast. 

 
Photograph 6.  HY-0867 (410 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing southwest. 

  



 
Photograph 7.  HY-0866 (462 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 8.  HY-0299 (463 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing southeast. 

  



 
Photograph 9.  HY-0864 (480 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing southwest.

 
Photograph 10.  HY-0863 (506 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), northwest. 

  



 
Photograph 11.  HY-0300 (520 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 12.  HY-0865 (515 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing east. 

  



 
Photograph 13.  HY-0862 (462 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 14.  HY-0860 (535 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing north. 

  



 
Photograph 15.  HY-0861 (462 Sand Field Road, Wardensville), facing north. 
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