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August 18,2014

Mr. Ben L. Hark

Environmental Section Head

West Virginia Department of Highways
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building Five Room 110

Charleston, West Virginia 25305

RE: Thurmond Bridge Project
State Project §310-25/2-0.10 Federal Project BR-0252(001)D
FR: 14-776-FA-1

Dear Mr. Hark:

We have reviewed the above mentioned project to determine its effects to cultural resources. As required by Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800:
“Protection of Historic Properties,” we submit our comments.

According to submitted information, the West Virginia Department of Highways evaluated the Thurmond Bridge as
individually eligible for the National Register and is proposing modifications to the bridge.

Your requested our concurrence regarding these items:

The proposed ditect Area of Potential Effect (APE) to bridge:
We concur on the proposed direct area as depicted in the map and all structures and buildings within the viewshed of
the bridge.

The proposed plan for involving the public/concerned parties:
We recommend that you also invite the Fayette County Historic Landmark Commission, 218 Woods Avenue, Oak
Hill, West Virginia 254901, as a consulting party.

The Identification of Historic Properties:

We concur that the Thurmond Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of two nominations,
and appreciate the Historic Property form to document the bridge. Although already listed, we concur that the
bridge is individually eligible according to Criterion C.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service. If you have questions regarding our comments or the Section 106
process, please contact Ernest Blevins, Structural Historian, at (304) 558-0240.

¥

SuSan M. Pierce
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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December 31, 2014

Mr. Ben Hark
Environmental Section Head
WYV Division of Highways
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Building Five Room 110
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

RE: Thurmond Bridge Project
State Project S310-25/2-0.10; Federal Project BR-0252(001)D
FR#: 14-776-FA-2

Dear Mr. Hark:

We have reviewed the above mentioned project to determine its effects to cultural resources. As required by Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and it’s implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800: “Protection of
Historic Properties,” we submit our comments.

The information submitted includes plans for the rehabilitation of the Thurmond Bridge. The scope of work includes
stabilization, strengthening, and repair of the bridge. The preferred alternative also incorporates the addition of refuge bays
on the upstream (east) side of the bridge to address pedestrian safety concerns identified by the National Park Service.

After review of the information submitted, it is our opinion that the preferred alternative will result in an adverse effect to
the Thurmond Bridge. The bridge is eligible as part of the Thurmond Historic District as well as the Dunlop Branch
Railroad. On its own, the bridge is significant under Criterion C due to its unusual combination of a railroad and vehicular
bridge. The removal of sections of the bridge to create the refuge bays will be taking away portions of the historic bridge.
Additionally, there will be a visual change to the bridge from the river. We also have concerns regarding how the material
used on the refuge bays will weather over time in comparison to the original bridge materials.

The report submitted to our office indicates that the National Park Service, as well as the Town of Thurmond has been
included in the discussion of the rehabilitation of the bridge. Please continue to include these parties in the ongoing
conversation, as well as keep the Fayette County Historic Landmark Commission and Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia apprised of the project.

While we have concerns regarding the new refuge bays, we do appreciate the Division of Highways work to rehabilitate the
bridge and make it safe for all forms of traffic. However, the addition of the bays is a visual change, therefore, an adverse
effect. Please contact my staff to discuss appropriate mitigation prior to drafting a Memorandum of Agreement.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of assistance. If you have any questions regarding our comments or the Section 106
process, please contact Jennifer Brennan, Structural Historian, at 304-558-0240.

san M. Pierce
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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