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Dear Mr. Hark: '

Thank you for asking the National Park Service (NPS) to provide comments and concerns during
the initial scoping for the proposed rehabilitation of the Thurmond Bridge located within the
New River Gorge National River. The NPS is aware of the project and supports the proposal to
increase the current load rating for vehicle access and to improve pedestrian access. It is also our
understanding that the project does not propose additional piers or construction activities within
the river. As an interested party, the NPS would like to be involved throughout the design,
planning, and implementation of the proposed improvements. The NPS has several concerns and
suggestions at this time, including the importance of the historic structure, the project scheduling
and potential impacts to visitors, the design capacity, and opportunities for cooperation to
expedite project completion.

Historic Structure

As noted in your correspondence, the bridge carries both railroad and vehicle/pedestrian traffic
across the New River and is the primary access for visitors and residents into the historic town of
Thurmond. The Thurmond Historic District is significant for its association with the C&O
Railway and the coal mining industry and for its railroad architecture, vernacular worker housing
and simple commercial buildings typical of a West Virginia boomtown during the 1884 to 1950
industrial period. The National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form
identifies the Thurmond Railroad Bridge as a “most significant structure” and is both a truss and
a deck bridge that was built around 1910. The NPS suggests using a design and materials that
minimize changes to the appearance of this important historic structure and working closely with
the railroad to preserve as much of the historic components as possible.

TAKE PRIDESY £
lNAMERICA—‘\\"



Project Scheduling and Impacts to Park Visitors

Park visitors throughout the year are attracted to the many historic structures located within

the Thurmond Historic District, including the Thurmond Commercial Row and Thurmond
Depot. The Thurmond Depot has been converted into a visitor center, open 10 am to 5 pm daily
Memoriai Day through Labor Day, and then weekends through October. Year-to-date visitation
at the Depot totaled over 7500 visitors in 2013, The summer months are very popular for visitors
but in October the fall colors, Railroad Days Festival in Hinton, Fall Excursion train rides, and
Bridge Day Festival also attract many visitors. Many visitors come to Thurmond even if the
visitor center is closed and use the self-guided walking tour. The NPS provides seasonal housing
in Thurmond May through October that doubles the number of town residents. With these
visitation patterns in mind, the NPS suggests adjusting the timing of the proposed rehabilitation
efforts to least impact park visitors and the residents of the town or at least providing for a means
of continuous access, perhaps via the railroad side of the bridge.

Design Capacity

The NPS fully supports the efforts of the Division of nghways to increase the load capacity of
the bridge. The NPS suggests that the gross vehicle weight (GVW) limits be increased to safely
allow the operation of the Appalachian Heating & Propane delivery truck (loaded estimated
35,000 Ibs. GVW) and the NPS or Crosiers septic system pump trucks {loaded estimated 32,000
Ibs. GVW). The NPS also fully supports the development of a separate pedestrian walkway
across the bridge to better and more safely serve the park visitors.

Opportunities for Cooperation

The NPS realizes that the Thurmond Depot side of the bridge is extremely restricted on space
for construction staging. However, on the opposite side of the river is the Dun Glen parking
area and facilities that may be conducive for the temporary use of a mobile office or as a small
_ storage area for materials and supplies.

Please add the NPS to your contact list and keep us informed about future opportunities for
comment. Should you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me again
via email (trish_kicklighter@nps.gov), letter, or phone at (304) 465-6511.

Sincerely,

Trish Kicklighter i
Superintendent
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Re: Sec 106 Consultation concerning Thurmond Bridge Project in Fayette County, West Virginia
Dear Mr. Hark:

Thank you for consulting with the National Park Service (NPS) under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act for the Thurmond Bridge Project. The NPS has reviewed the
project description and the two design alternatives proposed with the intent of increasing the load
posting while addressing pedestrian safety and accessibility concerns. While Alternative 4
attempts to address the issue of pedestrian access by installing observation bays every 200 feet,
this proposed solution is based on the average daily traffic recorded in 2006 and is likely much
lower than the current use. Since 2006, the Town of Thurmond and the NPS have worked hard
to increase visitation by conducting special events like the Thurmond Triathlon, Railroad Day,
and guided walking tours with groups of 80-100 children and adults. Commercial and non-
commercial bicycle tours also frequently visit Thurmond. These efforts to increase visitation
may justify an alternative for a full length walkway separated from vehicle traffic.

The NPS offers the following comments with respect to concurrence with 36 CFR 800
provisions:

Delineation of the project’s proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE) per 36 CFR 800.4(a)(1)
Our records indicate the APE encompasses a portion of an historic archeological site, 46FA214,
which is located on the east side of bridge. The site includes a buried rail engine turntable that is
associated with the Thurmond Depot (LeeDecker, Holt and Eddins 1996). On the west side of
the bridge the APE may encompass the buried remnants of a foreman’s house, which was
situated between the railroad line and a track that led to Southside Junction siding (Wuellner,
Heck and Cheek 1995). The NPS therefore concurs with your delineation of the APE as long as
the project does not disturb these resources.
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Proposed plan for involving the public/consulting parties per 36 CER 800.3(e-f)
The NPS concurs with your plan and suggests adding the C&O Railroad Historical Society and
the Collis B. Huntington Railroad Historical Society to the review process.

Identification of Historic Properties per 36 CFR 800.4

Your research indicates that the proposed APE encompasses portions of the Thurmond Historic
District and Dunloup Branch/Loup Branch Railroad, which was deemed to be eligible for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places in 2010. The NPS concurs with your
finding on this provision.

We appreciate the opportunity to consult with your office on its plans to renovate the Thurmond
Railroad Bridge and look forward to working with your office on a final design alternative.
Should you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me again via email
(trish_kicklighter@nps.gov), letter, or phone at (304) 465-6511.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,
Fedy Fan H--\X,va\r?ufg_)

Trish Kicklighter
Superintendent



