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INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY 

In accordance with FHWA guidance, the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) incorporates by 
reference the FEIS and the subsequent ROD for the Appalachian Corridor H Project, both issued in 1996. The SDEIS 
reader should refer to the 1996 Corridor H FEIS and 1996 ROD for information regarding the Project that is unchanged, 
still valid, and therefore, not presented in the text of the SDEIS. 
BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The West Virginia Department of Transportation (WVDOT), Division of Highways (WVDOH), in conjunction with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to construct an approximately 10-mile long highway between 
Parsons and Davis in Tucker County, West Virginia. This Parsons-to-Davis Project is a component of the Appalachian 
Corridor H Project which is a proposed 100-mile highway between Elkins and the West Virginia-Virginia state line, 
spanning Randolph, Tucker, Grant, and Hardy counties in West Virginia. 
 

 
As a result of legal challenges, a Settlement Agreement required the WVDOH and FHWA to prepare a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) to evaluate one or more alignment shifts for the Thomas-Davis section of the 
Parsons-to-Davis Project to determine if avoidance of the Blackwater Area, also defined in the Settlement Agreement, 
was prudent and feasible. The Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) is the first part of the 
required SEIS. Additionally, discovery of an endangered species within the limits of the Original Preferred Alternative 
(OPA) between Parsons and Davis has necessitated that the SEIS address the entire length of the Parsons-to-Davis 
Project. 
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As a part of the Corridor H project, the Parsons-to-Davis project is expected to contribute to addressing the needs 
identified in the Corridor H Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) of 1996 (WVDOH, 1996). Additionally, the 
Parsons-to-Davis project will address specific local needs. Overall, the purpose of the Parsons-to-Davis project is to: 
• Provide a safe, high-speed, high capacity, four-lane connection between the project termini; 
• Promote economic development in the Study Area; 
• Reduce truck traffic on existing routes; and,  
• Improve emergency response times and access to emergency facilities. 
The purpose and need for the project are detailed in Section 1 (Project Background and Need) of the SDEIS. 
THE STUDY AREA 
The project termini are located in Parsons, WV in the west and Davis, WV in the east. In Parsons, the Study Area begins at 
County Route (CR) 219/4, 0.2 mile south of US 219. In Davis, the eastern boundary of the Study Area is located on WV 93 near 
the proposed Tucker County Industrial Park. The eastern terminus was defined in the 2000 Settlement Agreement as 0.7 mile 
east of US 32 along US 93; however, this limit was extended approximately a half-mile to the east along US 93 in order to 
accommodate study of alignment options around the Tucker County Landfill. 
The southern boundary of the Study Area corresponds roughly to the southern cut/fill limits of the OPA, with the exceptions of 
the Blackwater Area boundary and a southern dip by Middle Run. This dip in the Study Area was created to assess options for 
avoiding an area known to be occupied by the WVNFS. The Blackwater Area, as defined in the Settlement Agreement, extends 
into the Study Area from the south; it includes the Blackwater River valley from Thomas to Hendricks and the City of Thomas 
itself. 
The northern boundary of the Study Area was selected based on several factors. These factors included the topography of 
Backbone Mountain; avoidance of the Big Run Bog watershed (Big Run Bog is a Monongahela National Forest Research 
Natural Area); avoidance of known occupied habitat of the endangered WVNFS; and avoidance of the Blackwater Area. In the 
northeast, the Study Area boundary extends to US 219 in the vicinity of the community of William. The boundary does not 
extend north of William because economic development objectives of the project will not be fulfilled if the project is far removed 
from the existing populated and developed areas of Thomas, Davis, and Canaan Valley. 
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
The SDEIS presents the alternatives considered and identifies those alternatives retained for detailed environmental 
analysis. The SDEIS does not identify a Preferred Alternative; however, a Preferred Alternative will be identified in a 
Preferred Alternative Report. After circulation of the SDEIS and after the City Councils of Thomas and Davis have had a 
60-day opportunity to comment on the Preferred Alternative Report, the Supplemental Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (SFEIS) will be issued. 

 
In order to develop prudent and feasible alternatives, a project Study Area was defined. Environmental and engineering 
constraints were identified from secondary sources. Alternatives were then developed within the Study Area so as to 
minimize impacts to environmental constraints and maximize adherence to engineering constraints. 
The alternatives developed and considered in this document included the No-Build Alternative, the Improved Roadway 
Alternative (IRA), the OPA, and twelve (12) avoidance alignments. A Truck Route option was also considered as an 
addition to the OPA and one of the avoidance alignments. 
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Preliminary consideration screening indicates that the IRA and six of the avoidance alignments should be eliminated from 
detailed study. The remaining six avoidance alignments, the OPA, the No-Build, and the Truck Route were retained for 
detailed environmental study and analysis. The alternatives and their considerations are detailed in Section 2 
(Alternatives Considered) of the SDEIS. 
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MAJOR UNRESOLVED ISSUES 
Section 4(f) Analysis 
At this time, evaluation results indicate that none of the alternatives retained for detailed study would require “use” of 
Section 4(f) land.  A draft Section 4(f) Analysis is included with the SDEIS (Section 4), and a final Section 4(f) Analysis will 
be included with the SFEIS. 
Section 7 Consultation 
Throughout the development of the environmental documentation for Corridor H, WVDOH and FHWA consulted with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The documentation 
was considered sufficient by the USFWS to address effects on threatened and endangered species at the time the ROD 
was signed (August 1996). However, in June 2000, WVDOH and FHWA re-initiated informal consultation with the 
USFWS during agency coordination for the preparation of the SDEIS. Consultation is still ongoing with regard to one 
endangered species, the West Virginia northern flying squirrel (WVNFS), found within the Study Area boundary. 
A Biological Assessment (BA) for the WVNFS was prepared and submitted to USFWS (August 2002). The BA found 
that the OPA would likely result in an adverse effect to the species and that the avoidance alignments would not 
likely adversely affect the WVNFS. USFWS did not concur with this conclusion and stated that any of the 
alternatives presented in the BA (which are the same alternatives presented in the SDEIS) would not avoid suitable 
habitat for the species (letter dated October 11, 2002, Section 7: Comments and Coordination). According to the 
most recent Recovery Plan for the species (USFWS, 2001), suitable habitat for the WVNFS is assumed to be 
potentially occupied by the species; therefore, any of the alternatives would impact potentially occupied WVNFS 
habitat. Further consultation with the USFWS will be required for the Preferred Alternative. 
OTHER FEDERAL ACTIONS REQUIRED 
After the selection of the Preferred Alternative and before project construction, one federal permit, two state permits, and 
one state certification are required: 
• Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit (Pittsburgh District COE); 
• West Virginia NPDES Permit (WVDEP); 
• West Virginia Stream Activity Permit (WV Public Land Corporation); and, 
• West Virginia Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WVDEP). 
These permits and certifications were issued for the OPA in 1996. If an alternative other than the OPA is selected as the 
Preferred Alternative for this project, amended permits and certifications will be pursued. 
SCOPING, AGENCY COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
The Settlement Agreement specified that, in addition to the public involvement efforts required by law, WVDOH also will 
undertake efforts to enhance opportunities for the affected communities to participate in conducting the study and in 
selecting the Preferred Alternative for the avoidance of the Blackwater Area. 
In accordance with the Settlement Agreement, WVDOH has established and consulted with a Community Advisory Group 
(CAG) composed of 12 members representing a cross-section of the interests potentially affected by the location of 
Corridor H in the Thomas and Davis areas. The CAG has held 11 meetings, attended by WVDOH staff and moderated by 
a professional facilitator. The CAG has prepared two comment letters that are considered part of the public comment 
record (Section 7: Comments and Coordination of the SDEIS) for the project. 
The Settlement Agreement also requires that after completion of the standard public comment period on the SDEIS, 
WVDOH must transmit a letter to each of the City Councils of Thomas and Davis identifying its Preferred Alternative for 
the project and its reasons for selecting that alternative. (WVDOH will provide this information in the form of a “Preferred 
Alternative Report.”)  WVDOH will request that the City Councils provide an opportunity for the WVDOH to present its 
findings and for the CAG to express its views on those recommendations. It will also request that the Councils express 
their views on the location and design of the Preferred Alternative within 60 days. If, during that 60-day period, a City 
Council adopts a resolution either opposing all of the new alternatives considered or supporting the OPA, FHWA and 
WVDOH will have the right, but not the obligation, under the agreement to discontinue the Blackwater Avoidance Study 
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(see Appendix A for Settlement Agreement, p. 31). However, this agreement will not have an effect on the need for study 
necessary to investigate avoidance of the WVNFS. 
All comments received from the agency scoping meeting and public information workshops were reviewed and 
considered. As a result of those comments, additional alternatives were developed for consideration in the SDEIS. In 
addition to the formal opportunities for agency coordination and public involvement, comments have been accepted 
throughout the SDEIS process on the project website, www.wvcorridorh.com. Section 7: Comments and Coordination of 
the SDEIS provides more detailed information on the scoping, agency coordination, and public involvement process for 
this SDEIS. 
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